Reading Response: Format


Date

Dear Mrs. Wykes,

The first paragraph always starts the same way. The first sentence should include the book title and author of whatever the student is reading that week. This is followed by a summary of what they have read so far. The summary should only be 5-6 sentences. The focus of a reading response is more toward the student’s thinking about what they are reading not necessarily the summary. This “thinking” information appears in the second paragraph. (If they are reading a novel/chapter book, they should have read no less than 40 pages before writing a response.)

The second paragraph shows the student’s thinking. They may choose 1 or 2 ideas in this section. Some possibilities are: (1) write about connections they made as they read, (2) write about questions or “I wonder” thoughts they had as they read, (3) write about their favorite character, (4) write about their favorite part, (5) write about an interesting idea, word, or event, (6) write about predictions they made as they read, (7) write about a lesson a character learned, or (8) write about the author’s message/theme. The trickiest part for students is making sure they provide specific examples from the text to support their thoughts and ideas. For example, if they write about their favorite part, they have to include what happened during this specific part and why they liked it. They need to be very specific. They should not just say, “I liked it because it’s funny.” They need to think about what makes this part “funny” and why this particular part is important to the story. 

The third paragraph is a closing paragraph. There are multiple ways to end a response. A few popular and most effective closings for fifth graders are book recommendations, predictions about what will happen next, an interesting fact about the book and/or author, or what they like or don’t like about the book.








Your Student,








Ben Franklin 







