The Study of…

Spelling Patterns!


Your child has taken a spelling inventory assessment. This assessment examines your child’s ability to recognize and use a variety of spelling patterns. Based on the result of this assessment, your child has been placed in a word study group with other 5th graders in their classroom who share similar strengths and weaknesses in regard to conventional spelling patterns. These word study groups are fluid, which means your child may move to a different group if I notice he/she is excelling or needing additional practice with specific spelling skills.  

Each group will have a different word “sort” each week that focuses on a specific spelling “rule” or pattern. All students will have word study homework every night. Some activities will require your assistance. Students will receive a homework paper every Monday, which should be completed at home throughout the week and returned on Friday morning before 9:00 a.m. Below is an explanation of the homework activities to be completed:

Monday: Written Sort


Have your child explain the spelling pattern to you. Then, your child should sort his/her words 2 times using the headings to guide them. After the 2nd time, they have sorted their words, they should write the sort on the homework paper section titled “Monday”.

Tuesday: Buddy Sort

This activity requires a partner. Your child lays out the headings for the spelling sort. A partner reads off each word. Your child must spell the word aloud and tell his/her partner what column it belongs in. Any errors in spelling or sorting should be placed on the homework paper section titled “Tuesday”.

Wednesday: Speed Sort


Your child is racing the clock! He/She should sort their words 3 times while timing themselves with a stopwatch. He/She should record all 3 times on the homework paper section titled “Wednesday”.

Thursday: Blind Sort

This activity requires a partner. In essence, this is a practice-spelling test. Your child should write the word sort headings on the homework paper section titled “Thursday”. His/Her partner should call off each word, and your child should write the words correctly in the appropriate column.

***Spelling tests are given on Fridays!***
