WELCOME
Welcome to Cyrus Math, Science and Technology Elementary School (CMST).  We invite you to join us in working together to help your child be successful at CMST.  You were your child’s first teacher and continue to be central in his/her education.  We invite you to join us in working together to help your child be successful at CMST.  Our staff is committed to providing our  students with the best education possible.  We are excited you are here and hope that 2009-2010 school year will be a successful, safe, and enjoyable experience.

This handbook provides information to help you become better acquainted with CMST and the programs offered and the routines that are part of the daily life of our school.  Detailed information is included about the rules and policies that must be adhered to in order to make this a successful and enjoyable year for everyone at CMST Elementary.  Please read through this handbook and become familiar with its contents as it can be a great resource throughout the year.

Your involvement in your child’s education is highly valued.   Plan to visit the school, volunteer whenever you can, and join with us in a partnership to help prepare a bright future for your child.

Best wishes for a rewarding school year.

Dorothy Jenum, CMST Principal

ATTENDANCE
ARRIVAL TIME  
If your child does not ride the bus, please time their arrival for approximately 7:50 a.m.  Classes begin at 8:00.  Although teachers arrive earlier, the time is used in lesson organization and daily preparations.   If it is necessary for your child to be at school early, the school will be open at 7:30 a.m.  There will be adult supervision in the multi-purpose room from 7:30-8:00 a.m.  Parents bringing children to school in the mornings should drop them off at the south elementary doors to avoid traffic congestion in the parking lot.  Breakfast is served begining at 7:30 am.
Arrival Late and Tardiness
If a student is late in arriving to school, the student must present an excuse signed by the parent or guardian stating the date and reason for the late arrival.  This should be presented to the office before going to the classroom.

Tardiness
A student is considered tardy if he/she is not in his/her seat when class begins 8:00 a.m. and within five minutes after lunch/recess time.  When a student arrives late, he/she should report to the office to obtain a tardy slip.  Please help us by making sure your child arrives on time each day.

If a student arrives at school after 10:00 a.m., he/she will be counted as absent for the morning.

Attendance, Daily
“Minnesota State Law provides that every child between seven and sixteen years of age shall attend a public school or a private school, in each year during the entire time the public schools of the district are in session unless excused from attendance by the board upon application of his/her parent or guardian on the grounds specified in the laws.” (Section 319, School Law of 1931)
If your child is absent, please call the school by 8:00a.m. 320/795-2216.

You may leave a message at this number 24 hours a day.

Or e-mail to:  kbraaten@cyrus.k12.mn.us
If we have not heard from the parent or guardian by 8:30 a.m. we will try to contact him/her for verification.  We try the home phone number first; if we do not reach you at home, we call the work number(s) listed on the student’s emergency form.  If we are unable to talk with you, we will leave messages on answering machines or voice mail. We will continue trying to contact you personally through out the day.  Please help us by calling to report your child’s absence.

Please give the following information when you call:

Your name

Child’s name

Grade/Teacher’s name

Reason for absence

ABSENSES, EXCUSED
Excused absences may be given for the following reasons:  illness, necessary medical attention or appointments, serious illness or death of someone in the immediate family, emergencies calling for service of the student at home, trips or travel when arrangements have been made in advance with the principal.

A student will be counted absent for vacation, but it will be excused vs. unexcused.
Early Departure
If it is necessary for a child to leave school early, please send a note with him/her to notify the teacher and office personnel.  This includes medical appointments, music lessons, etc.

· Every student must check out at the office before leaving school.  If you plan to pick him/her up at school, stop in at the office and we will call him/her from the classroom.

· We will not release your child to anyone other than a parent without a written note.
Elementary Student Attendance Review (ESART)
When a student has six (6) absences (excused or unexcused)  he/she is considered educationally at risk, which is not in violation of the law, but warrants the school to begin an intervention process.

1. Attendance is reviewed by ESART (Elementary School Attendance Review Team).

2. A phone call will be made to the parents.

3. A letter will be sent to the parents.

4. Student and parent will be advised of the Truancy intervention Process and consequences involved if attendance fails to improve.

When a student has nine (9) absences (excused or unexcused), he/she is considered truant, which is not in violation, but warrants the school to continue with the intervention process.

1. ESART reviews individual attendance record a letter will be sent to the parents, along with a phone call asking for a meeting.

2. At the meeting, the parents and student and Pope County Family Services, if already in place, will complete and sign a contract which will target improved attendance.

When a student has twelve (12) absences (excused or unexcused), he/she is considered a habitual truant and in violation of M.S.260C.0007, Subd. 4(14).

1. ESART reviews individual attendance record.

2. A letter is sent to the parents to inform that their child is in violation and that the information is being sent to the Pope County Attorney’s office.

3. A referral is sent to the Pope or Stevens County Attorney’s office where the student resides with the following information:  Name of child; Name of parent/guardian; Address of child/parent; Date and time of first meeting; Copy of contract and copies of all documentation of contacts with student and parent regarding attendance.  If you have any questions, please review a copy of the Elementary Student Attendance Review Policy in the Principal’s office.

Absence, Make-Up Work
If a student is absent due to an illness which you know will keep him/her out of school more than two (2) days, please call the classroom teacher, school office or elementary principal and arrangements will be made at that time to provide for make-up work.

· Parents should call the school in the morning prior to stopping for assignments.  Class will not be interrupted for the teacher to prepare make-up work.  This way, a parent will be assured that the assignment will be ready.  All make-up assignments must be picked up from the office after dismissal.
In the event a student is absent, he/she is allowed two (2) days per day absent to complete their missed work.
Bags
We collect Willie’s and Coborn’s grocery bags and return them for cash.

BAND
Band lessons begin in fifth grade.  Letters are sent home to all parents of fifth and sixth graders giving date and time that interested parents may talk with the band instructor about their child starting an instrument.  Band meets once a week and lessons are once a week on Wednesdays.  All fifth and sixth graders are encouraged to join band.  Mrs. Opdahl is the instructor.
BicyclES
Students may ride their bicycles to school.  Once they have arrived at school the bicycles are to be parked in the correct place and are not to be ridden until they go home.  It is suggested that a lock be used when the bike is parked at school.
Board, School—Meeting Schedule
See monthly calendars in the newsletter for schedules.  Meetings are usually the second Monday of the month, at 7:00p.m. In the CMST Media Room.
Bus and School Discipline Plans 
See back of handbook.
Calendar, School
	Staff Development/Workshop
	August 25, 26, 27

	Staff Development/Workshop Open House 5-6:30p.m.
	September 2

	Labor Day Holiday No school
	September 7

	First Day of School
	September 8

	Staff Development 2 hour late start
	September 16

	Staff Development 2 hour late start
	October 14

	Education Minnesota Break No School
	October 15-16

	Staff Development 2 hour late start
	November 11

	Early Dismissal @ 12:00 p.m. – Conferences 1:00-8:15 P.M.
	November 12

	Thanksgiving Break No School
	November 27-28

	Staff Development 2 hour late start
	December 12

	Winter Break No School
	December 24-January 1

	School Resumes
	January 4

	Staff Development 2 hour late start
	January 13

	No school
	January 18

	Staff Development/Workshop
	January 25

	Staff Development 2 hour late start
	February 10

	President’s Day Holiday No School
	February 15

	Early Dismissal @ 12:00 p.m. – Conferences 1:00-8:15 P.M.
	March 2

	No School
	April 2 & 5

	Early Dismissal/Staff Development (12:00 pm dismissal for students
	April 21

	Staff Development 2 hour late start
	May 12

	Graduation Day dismissed at 12:00pm
	May 28

	Holiday 
	May 31

	Work day for Staff 
	June 1


CONFERENCES
We will be holding parent-teacher conferences on November 12 and in the spring on March 2 from 1:00-8:15 pm.  Students will be dismissed at 12:00 pm, after eating lunch at school.  Teachers look forward to conferences for a number of reasons:

*We are eager to meet you.


*We want to share observations and information about your child.


*We need to hear about any concerns you have.


*We want to work with you to help your child have a tremendous school year.

If you'd like to talk with your child's teacher at other times during the year, just call and we'll set up a meeting.

COMPUTERS
Cyrus Math, Science, and Technology Elementary School have a mini-lab in each classroom and computer lab with 19 Apple computers which are with direct access to the internet.  Each classroom is equipped with a telephone.  We also explore the INTERNET super highway.  The Internet is used as a part of our curriculum.  Students are supervised and guided through this process of finding information.  Technology is an integral part of the daily curriculum of the students using digital cameras, CD-ROM and Video Production integrated throughout the curriculum.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Cyrus Math, Science and Technology Elementary School offer a full Community Education program for all ages.  Classes and activities are offered throughout the year and are publicized in the school newsletter.  Sign up and pay in the office as soon as possible and at least by the first day of the event.   When fees are not completely paid by the end of the first day of the event, participation in that event will not be allowed until full payment is received.  Due to instructor and supply costs, no refunds will be considered unless we are notified a school day before the event.  New ideas are always welcome!!!
Anyone with a suggestion for a class should contact the Community Education Director at the Cyrus School.
COMMUNICATION
Conferences, open houses, report cards, and newsletters are some of the formal ways you learn about your child's school experiences.
But equally important are the informal ways.  Set aside time each day to hear about what your child has learned in school.  Talk about the day's events, friendships and feelings.  Check and sign their assignment books.

Whenever you feel the need, please phone your child's teacher.  The best times to phone are before school and after school.  If you have questions, ask them.  If you have a concern, pursue it.  If you are happy with the progress your child makes, express your thanks.  We like to hear from you.

CONTACTS

If you have a concern about school, involving just your child or a wider issue, please let us know about it.  Please talk with your child's teacher first.  Teachers may be reached at 795-2217.  Call before school, at break time, or after school.

Superintendent:  Tom Knoll
Phone:  (320) 795-2216

Principal:  Dorothy Jenum

Phone:  (320) 795-2216

CURRICULUM
The Cyrus School is designed for ALL students in grades K-6.  The curriculum emphasizes a hands-on approach for better understanding of mathematical, scientific and technological experiences.  We believe in a "hands-on, minds-on" approach to learning.  Whenever possible, learning will be integrated school-wide with a focus on single themes and projects.
DAY CARE
The Cyrus School Child Care Center is a licensed child care center for children 6 weeks to 12 years.  The center is located adjacent to the Cyrus Math, Science and Technology Elementary School and is open year round.  The center's program stresses the importance of socialization, imagination, and self-esteem while at the same time making each child feel secure and comfortable.  The center is open Monday - Friday 6:45 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Anyone having any questions concerning the child care center may contact the center at 795-2254.
ECFE
The Cyrus Early Childhood Family Education program offers many exciting events for parents and their children.  Classes include art activities, games, story time and much more.  Registration forms are sent to all ECFE families in the fall.
EDUCATION, SPECIAL
Special education is instruction designed to meet the needs of children with special needs.
Special education is provided in a variety of ways.  The special education teacher may assist a classroom teacher in finding ways to meet a child's needs.  The child may meet with the special education teacher in small-group or individual sessions several times a week as written into the Student’s Individual Education Program (IEP) plan.  Only those students who have an IEP can receive Special Education Services.  In every case, we plan the special student's program so she/he can spend as much time as possible in the regular classroom.
Either a parent or school staff member may ask that a child be evaluated to see if she/he needs special education service.  At least two interventions must be implemented prior to testing.

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING
When school is called off due to inclement weather conditions, an announcement will be made over radio station KMRS/KKOK in Morris.  Announcements concerning school closings in the morning will be made as early as possible.
It's important, too, that you discuss with your child what to do if school dismisses early because of an approaching storm or a power outage.  Make sure your child knows where to go if you are not home.  Announcements for early closings will be made on KMRS/KKOK.  If school is let out early Funshine will NOT be in session.
EMERGENCY NUMBER
The office keeps a card on which parent's phone numbers and the number of a friend or neighbor who can be contacted in an emergency are recorded.  It is essential that this record be kept current.  Please let the office know if there are any changes or additions during the year.
FEES
During the year some field trips will be paid for by the field trip fund.  Each family is asked to pay a yearly $10 technology fee.  Parties - A small amount may be requested to cover the cost of homeroom parties during the year.  You will receive a letter on this from the homeroom teacher.
FOOD PROGRAM
Breakfast will be served each morning from 7:30 - 8:00 a.m.  The cost is $1.25 per day or $25.00 for 20 days.  School breakfast is free to student eligible for the Free and Reduced lunch program.  Tickets may be purchased in the District Office.  Students must be finished eating breakfast and be in their classrooms at 8:00 a.m.   Be sure and fill out the forms at the beginning of the school year or whenever you have a change in income for the Free and Reduced Lunch Program..
Hot lunches are served daily.  The cost of hot lunch for all students in Kindergarten through grade six is $1.75 per meal or $35.00 for 20 meals.  Reduced price is $.40 per meal or $8.00 for 20 meals.  Milk tickets are available for $27.50 for each trimester.  This allows the student about 3 extra cartons for absences or while out of the building.  A student may purchase extra milk at lunch for $.50.  All tickets may be purchased in the morning from the District Office.  At the end of the year it will be the parent's option to roll over funds left in Hot Lunch & Funshine accounts to be used the following year.
Again this year, milk will be available to all Kindergarten students free of charge.  Bi-monthly bills will be mailed out on the 15th and 31st of each month.  Bills will also be handed out to your child at the school.  The District’s policy is: if a student/adult’s lunch account is negative your child/adult’s tray will be removed and no meal will be processed.  There will be NO CHARGING to your family lunch account if there is a negative balance in the account.  If you have a negative account balance due from last year – there will be no charging until the balance is cleared up.  Please keep a positive balance each month in the lunch account.
MEAL CHARGE

POLICY PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to establish consistent meal account procedures throughout the building in the provision of meals to students.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY:  

1. Cyrus Math, Science & Technology Elementary School #611 recognizes the parent/guardian’s responsibility to provide breakfast and lunch for their children.  Proper nutritional intake is essential for adequate learning to occur.

2. It is the policy of District #611 to offer breakfast and provide lunch at school.  The Food Service Department strives to produce quality meals in an efficient and fiscally responsible manner.

3. Students may purchase meals when funds have been deposited into their family accounts or by cash payment.

4. Families may apply for free/reduced meals anytime during the school year.  Applications are mailed to all families in the school district prior to the school year.  In additional, applications are available at the district office during office hours.

PROCEDURES FOR NOTIFYING FAMILY OF ACCOUNT STATUS

1. The parent/guardian will be notified when the family account has 3 meals or less.

2. The method for notifying the parent/guardian of children in Grades K-6 will be by written notice by Food Service Staff.

3. Students will be notified in line each day that their account is less than 3 meals. 

4. If the family account is less than adequate to pay for breakfast and/or lunch, a student will not be allowed to eat.  
5. When the account is negative, Food Service Staff will send up to 3 letters to the family.  If the family does not respond a phone call by Food Service Staff will be made.

6. The building principal or their designee will contact the family and review with them their responsibility to provide meals for their student.
FUNSHINE
Cyrus Math Science and Technology Elementary School in conjunction with Community Education offers extended day childcare for students in grade K-6.  The purpose of this program is to supervise children whose parents are working or children who are waiting for a Community Ed. Class to begin.

The program runs on regular school days from 3:00-6:00 p.m., Monday - Thursday, and 3:00-5:30 p.m. on Fridays.  Cost is $2.00 per hour per child.  Hours will be rounded to the largest ½ hour.  Families are not billed from 2:45-3:00pm.
FUND RAISING PROGRAMS
· Campbell Soup Labels – All students are encouraged to save labels from Campbell products.  The labels are redeemable for school equipment.  Turn them into the home room teacher.  The whole label is needed from all Campbell soups, beans, tomato juice, V-8 juice, Franco-American pastas and gravies, and Swanson frozen and canned foods.
· GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS AND KEMPS MILK BOTTLE TOPS - All students are encouraged to save box tops and Kemps milk bottle caps.  They are redeemable for cash which will be used of defray costs of field trips, etc.
· TARGET - Target sends us a percentage of total charges when we are the designated school.  Check with your local Target store for details.
FLOOR PLAN 
See back of handbook.

GOALS
The Cyrus Board of Education finds that a process of planning, evaluating and reporting is needed for continued improvement of the educational program for all students in the Cyrus School District, and to allow for better evaluation of our educational program by residents of our school district.  
IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THIS PHILOSOPHY THE SCHOOL BOARD HAS ADOPTED THE FOLLOWING GOALS:

A. Gain a General Education

1. Develop background and skills in the use of numbers, nature sciences, mathematics, and social sciences.

2. Develop a fund of information and concepts.

3. Develop special interests and abilities.

B. Develop Good Character and Self Respect

1. Develop moral responsibility and a sound ethical and moral behavior.

2. Develop the student's capacity to discipline himself/herself to work, study and play constructively.

3. Develop a moral and ethical sense of values, goals, and processes of a free society.

4. Develop standards of personal character and ideas.

C. Develop Skills in Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening

1. Develop skills in oral and written English.

2. Develop ability to communicate ideas and feelings effectively.

D. Develop Pride in Work and Feeling of Self-Worth


1. Develop a feeling of student’s pride in his/her achievements and progress.


2. Develop self-understanding and self-awareness.


3. Develop the student’s feeling of positive self-worth, security, and self-assurance.

E. A major goal we all will be working on this year is: To improve our MCA II (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment) scores to exceed the average State scores.  In order to achieve this goal, the saying “it takes a whole village to raise a child” becomes very important.  We know we will be able to reach this mark and thank you for your support with your child/children.
The Cyrus School Board of Education finds that a process of planning, evaluating and reporting is needed for continued improvement of the educational program for all students in the Cyrus School district, and to allow for better evaluation of our educational program by residents of our school district.

GRADUATION
In honor of our 6th graders, the School will host a graduation on May 28th.  A reception is also served in conjunction with the commencement exercises.

HEALTH SERVICE
The school nurse, Nola Smith, is at the Cyrus School for the purposes of checking health records, vision and hearing screenings and scoliosis screening.
Minnesota law requires that every child attending school be immunized against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, polio, measles, mumps, and German measles.
Parents who have Health concerns about their child should contact the CMST office to make an appointment to meet with the School Health Professional on the next day the SHP is on site.
Neither the school nor any staff member can give a child medicine except under the direction of the child's doctor.  All medicines are kept in the school's office.  
If your child must have medicine during the school day, you are required to send doctor's instructions, explaining how much medicine is to be dispensed and at what times.  The medicine must be brought to the school office and instructions given to the school secretary.  The teacher or other school personnel DO NOT furnish aspirins to students.
KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP/REGISTRATION
Parents and children are invited to school early in the spring for kindergarten registration.
Registration offers parents a chance to meet the teacher, look around the school, ask questions and get all the forms needed for the start of school.  We must have a copy of each child's birth certificate to register him/her for school, so it saves time if parents bring the certificate to registration/round up.  Families who cannot attend registration, or who move into the area during the summer, can register in the main school office any weekday.  It is important to register a new child before the first day of school.

LIBRARY
Each class has at least one 25-minute session in the library each week with Mrs. Julie Rutter.  Children are encouraged to check out material for use at home.  We do not have any fines for overdue material; however, a child is responsible for returning all materials or he/she must pay the replacement cost at the end of the year.
LOST AND FOUND
Articles lost and found will be put in the lost and found box in the Multi-Purpose room.  You can help your child retrieve lost articles more easily by labeling things with his/her name.  Parents are encouraged to check the lost and found periodically during the year.
LUNCH WITH YOUR CHILD
We invite you or a guest to join your student during lunch any time during the school year.  We do suggest that you avoid the months of September and May.  Times vary from grade to grade, depending on their schedule.  Adult lunch cost is $3.10 and must be paid in advance.

MUSIC
A music specialist provides instruction three times a week for students in kindergarten through grade six.  Children learn about rhythm, notation, musical games, singing, and use of instruments.  A music program is held in December and May.
MESSAGES, TO STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

Unless there is an emergency, children will not be called from their classes to the telephone.  If you wish to leave a message, the secretary will try to get it to your child.  THERE ARE NO GUARANTEES THAT MESSAGES RECEIVED AFTER 2:00 P.M. WILL ACTUALLY BE ABLE TO BE DELIVERED TO STUDENTS.  Teachers also will not be called to the phone while they are teaching class.  They will return calls to parents before or after school, during preparation time and/or lunch time.

MONEY AND VALUABLES
The school assumes no responsibility for lost or stolen articles.  Children should not bring  money or other valuables to school.  Valuable items may be checked into the office.

PARTY INVITATIONS
Unless ALL the boys or girls in your child's grade are invited to a party in your home, please do not send invitations to school for distribution.
PERSONNEL

Personnel list for the elementary school is found on the back cover.

PETS
Check with your child's teacher before bringing an animal to school for any reason.  No pet or live animal or bird may be taken on the bus.  If a student brings an animal to share with the class, the animal cannot stay the entire day and must be accompanied by an adult.

PERMISSION SLIPS
You must write a dated, signed note and send it to school for the following circumstances:
· Your child is going to someone else's home after school

· Your child is riding a different bus

· You want your child to stay in during recess, or to miss physical education.  If the cause lasts more than three days, we need a note from your doctor.

· Your child will leave school early, or will leave and return during the day

Once children get to school, they cannot leave the school grounds without written permission from a parent or school staff member.

PICTURES
This year Life Touch Studios will be taking pictures in the elementary school.  Picture day is scheduled for Friday, October 9 Picture retake day is Friday, November 6.  Students are not required to purchase these pictures but ALL must have their pictures taken as part of the class.
PHONE USE
The phones are for school business and emergency use only.  We ask your cooperation in our efforts to restrict student use.  During class time we will not forward the call unless it is an emergency.  A message will be given to the student or staff person.
CELL PHONES ARE NOT TO BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL.  If you child needs to bring a cell phone, arrangements need to be made with the office.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
A physical education specialist conducts daily 25-minute sessions for each class.  Children learn fundamental skills and how to play specific sports.  An important aspect of physical education is the development of good sportsmanship.
All students must wear tennis shoes in the gym, unless special arrangements have been made.   It is also recommended students wear pants/shorts/sweatpants for physical education.  It would be helpful if each child had a sweatshirt to wear that they could leave at school.  Students will be going outside whenever weather permits.
If your child is ill or injured so that he/she cannot participate in gym activities, please send a note.  Mention the reason and the length of time the student will not participate.  If the problem lasts for more than three days, we will need a note from the doctor.  Unless you send a note, your child will be expected to join in physical education activities.
POLICIES FOUND ON FILE AT THE OFFICE AND IN THE BACK OF THIS HANDBOOK
Age of Admission

Bullying Policy

Data Privacy

Protection and Privacy of Student Records

Non Discrimination

Non Transient Water Systems Public Notice Lead Drinking Water

Notification of Asbestos

Public Fair Dismissal Act

School Locker Policy

Religious, Racial and Sexual Harassment and Violence

Tobacco Free School District

Violence Presentation and Weapons Policy

Harassment and Violence Report Form

Section 504

Hazing Prohibition

Pledge of Allegiance

All policies are on record and available at the office.

PRE-SCHOOL SCREENING
Children who are four years old by September 1st are invited to a pre-school screening The purpose of the screening is to alert parents to any health or developmental concerns a full year before the child enters kindergarten.  Given early attention, many health and developmental problems can be resolved before a child starts school.
At the screening, a trained Public Health Nurse by Pope County Public Health, guides each child through play activities designed to determine physical coordination, speech, and learning development.  Results are shared with parents at the conclusion of the screening.

PSYCHOLOGIST
The school psychologist assists teachers in meeting the individual needs of the students.  The psychologist is in charge of testing to determine whether a child is eligible for special education services.  NO TESTING CAN BE DONE WITHOUT THE PARENT'S WRITTEN PERMISSION IN ADVANCE.

REPORT, PROGRESS (REPORT CARDS)
Three times a year you will receive a report card on your child's learning progress.  These report cards are a supplement to the parent-teacher conference.

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI)
CMST is in the early stages of implementing the RTI process.  Reading is our focus at this point.  The RTI process is a multi-step approach to providing services and interventions to students who struggle with learning at increasing levels of intensity.  The progress students make at each stage of intervention is closely monitored.  Results of the monitoring are used to make decisions about the need for further research-based instruction and/or intervention in general education, in special education or both.
Tier I instruction refers to the core instruction that is provided to all students resulting in at least 80% of enrolled students meeting grade level expectations.  Tier II instruction refers to supplemental support offered within general education programming to students who need an additional boost to meet grade level expectations.  Tier II instruction refers to intensive support offered to a small number of children who need rigorous intervention in order to make progress.

We are utilizing the AIMS web formative assessment for the reading fluency check in grades K-6.  All students will be assessed in the fall, winter, and spring.  The information these formative assessments provide will assist us in deciding what materials and instruction strategies are/are not working.  The scoring will indicate that we should continue current programming, further assess and consider more intensive instruction, and begin immediate problem solving.

SAFETY
Five fire drills and 5 lock downs are held during the year to make quick evacuation of the building a familiar routine.
A tornado drill is held during the State Wide Tornado Awareness Week in the spring.

PLAYGROUND SAFETY
Payground rules are:

1. Follow the directions of the Supervisor.
2. Children are to play in designated areas.
3. Only one person is to be in the swing at a time.  He/she is to sit in the swing.  No jumping out of the swings.
4. Children are not allowed to jump on other children's backs or carry children on their backs.
5. No climbing up the slide - use ladder to climb up and slide down feet first.
6. Bicycles are to be kept in racks during the school day.
7. No hard balls or sticks are to be used on the grounds.
8. No snowballing in the winter season
9. No skateboards, roller blades, scooters.
10. Treat others with respect and courtesy.
11. Activities that become “too” rough will be discontinued.
Students will be playing outside for recess whenever weather permits.  If temperatures reach between 0 or below, including the wind chill factor, a decision will be made to have recess in the gym or time outside will be limited.  

SCHOOL BOARD
The Cyrus School Board sets educational policies and the annual budget for the school.  The board meets at 7:00 p.m. the second Monday of each month.  School board members are as follows:






Jeff Pring, Chairperson

795-2100





John Smith,  Vice Chairperson 
795-2543





Robyn Van Eps, Treasurer 
795-2821





Norman Nissen, Clerk

795-2429





Director








Lisa Gades, Director 

795-2580

Open Enrolled Representatives:  Joan Geleneau

320/288-6232
SNOW, CLOTHING FOR
SNOW, GLORIOUS SNOW!  Boots, please send boots!

· ALL children must wear boots, coats, snow pants and gloves/mittens outside in the winter.  Children who are not dressed warmly will not be allowed to go outside for recess and playtime.
· All children must go outside during the noon recess time, weather permitting.

SUPPLIES
The school provides required textbooks and workbooks for all students.  In addition, you will need to send some supplies from home such as:  pencils, erasers, crayons, colored pencils, magic markers, and note book paper.  A list of supplies needed will be sent home in mid-August.  A book bag or backpack is an excellent way for your child to carry their Books and papers back and forth from school.  If supplying any of these items presents a financial hardship, please call the school.  The supplies that each student brings will be for his/her own personal use.  Please label your child's supplies.
Family Items K-6:
· 1 box of 1-gallon freezer Ziploc bags per family
· 1 box of sandwich Ziploc bags per family 
· Minimum of $10 per family Technology Fee (Please pay in school office)
· Four (4) wide dry erase markers
*All students will also need tennis shoes, boots, snow pants, winter jacket, hat and gloves.

KINDERGARTEN - GRADE 2   PLEASE LABEL WITH CHILD'S NAME ANYTHING MARKED WITH A DOT

· School Bag

· 1 – 8 Color Water Color Paint set

· School Box (cigar box size)

· Crayons (24 pack or smaller)

· Markers (non permanent-water color)

Forty (40) #2 yellow wood pencils (non-marked)

· Trapper Keeper (zippered notebook with at least 1 pouch)

· Healthy Prepared Snack (enough to serve 35 students)
· ½” 3 Ring Binder

· packet of clear sheet protectors

· White glue

· 1 package of BLANK 3x5 note cards

· Fiskars round tip scissors

· 1 Spiral bound notebook

10-15 small Glue Sticks

Kleenex (1 box)
GRADES 3-4
Twenty (20) #2 pencils

School Box – Cigar Box Size

1 package of erasers

1 box of tissues (200 count)


2 spiral notebooks


4 heavy duty pocket folders Red, Yellow, Blue, Green

3 lg. Glue sticks

1 highlighter marker

2 black dry erase markers

1 package colored pencils or 24 pack crayons

3 ring binder (1”)

Package of plastic clear sheet protectors

Trapper Keeper

1 small pack markers

12" ruler with inches and metric

Assignment Notebook (Purchase these from the office for approximately $3.00 each)


GRADES 5-6
Twenty (20) #2 pencils

2 box of tissues (200 count)

2 large glue sticks

3 folders with pockets

3 Ring Binder (1”)
1 Deck of playing cards

1 highlighter marker

Trapper Keeper (zippered notebook)
1 Package markers

Packet clear sheet protectors

Calculator (basic)

Assignment Notebook (Purchase these from the office for approximately $3.00 each)
TESTING

As part of the district-wide testing program, Cyrus Elementary students take the following tests:
Grade 3 - 6
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment II 
Spring AIMS 3 times throughout the year
Kindergarten
Boehm Concepts
 


Fall & Spring K-6 AIMS 3 times throughout the year.

Results of these tests will be shared with you.  *Eligibility for Title I services is determined by MCA Tests and other Curriculum assessments in addition to teacher recommendation.
TITLE I
Title I is a federally funded program for children who need additional help in reading and mathematics.  Students can be referred to the Title I program anytime during the school year.
Children are identified by teachers each fall from test results and/or class performance.  Parents are notified and PEP (Personalized Education Plan) is prepared for each child by the classroom teacher with parent's approval.  Parents need to sign the PEP at fall conferences.  Children or small groups sometimes go with the Title I teacher/Assistant for instruction; at other times Title I teachers/Assistant work with the children in the classroom.  
VISITS
Parents are welcome to visit their child's classroom.  Please call ahead to find a time mutually agreeable.  When you arrive, please check in at the office.  All visitors are required to check in to ensure the safety of all children.
Visiting school age children may not attend classes with friends unless special permission is given.
VOLUNTEERS
If you would like to volunteer in the school, please let the Cyrus teaching staff know so we may schedule your time. 
WARM WELCOME
What we want you to feel any time you come to the school.
This brings to an end to our alphabet.  We are happy to have all of the enthusiastic students who make Cyrus Math, Science and Technology School such a special place to go to school.


ADMINISTRATION:

Knoll, Tom, Superintendent

Dorothy Jenum, Principal
CERTIFIED STAFF
Pedersen, Stephanie, Program Coordinator

Erdahl, Kim, Teacher Gr. 5-6

Greenwaldt, Peg, Teacher K and Pre School/Title I
Hanson, Carol, Special Education

Helberg, Sue, Teacher 1-2 am/k-2 pm
Luke Erickson, Phy.Ed.

Music

Joan Thoren, Teacher Gr. 3-4

Smith, Nola, School Nurse

Rutter, Julie, Librarian

Bliss, Eileen, Speech Clinician

SUPPORT STAFF

Anderson, Robin, Bus Driver

Braaten, Karen, Office Manager

Karin Johnson, Special Ed. Assistant

Nohl, Jayde, Funshine Billing

Pappenfus, Dana, Special Ed Assistant

Sayre, Betty, Bus Driver

Nelson, Dewey, Bus Driver

Solvie, Aaron, Custodian/Bus Driver

Sylskar, Carol, Cook
APPROVED BY SCHOOL BOARD ON August 10, 2009
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