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2010-2011 Annual Report on Curriculum, 
Instruction and Student Achievement 

 

HANCOCK PUBLIC SCHOOL, ISD #768 
 

Welcome to the Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction, and Student Achievement. 

This report is Hancock Public Schoolôs opportunity to keep residents informed on 

developments in curriculum and student achievement.   The Hancock Board of 

Education approved this report at their regular meeting September 19, 2011.  If you 

have questions concerning any part of this report, contact Superintendent Jerry 

Martinson at 392-5621. 

 

 

 

HANCOCK ISD NO. 768 

DISTRICT STRATEGIC PLAN  

 
District #768 developed a strategic plan during the 2008-09 school year, which the 

school board approved for implementation in 2009-2010. 

 

MISSION 
 

Hancock Public School exists to develop in all students the skills, knowledge and 

passion to be life long learners. 

 

VISION 
 

Our Vision is to see . . . 

* Students committed to the learning process through engaged teachers, parents, 

staff, and community. 

* Students who learn and demonstrate 21
st
 Century skills and knowledge. 

* Students who identify and apply their individual strengths. 

 

VALUES 
 

We value . . . 

* Effective and innovative instruction 

* Developing and teaching healthy relationships 

* Parent and community involvement 

* Personal responsibility and accountability 

* Honesty and hard work 

* Giving back to our community 

 

STRATEGIES 
 

* Create an environment for students to be committed to the learning process. 

* Incorporate 21
st
 Century skills and knowledge into the curriculum. 

* Create an environment that identifies individual strengths and applications. 
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DISTRICT ASSESSMENT RESULTS  
 

GRAD Test Results Grades 9-12 

 

                GRAD Writ ing, Reading and Math Tests 2011 Results 

                                                                              Percent of Students Passing 

                                                                    
                                                                                                                    

                                        

                                     

                                       

 
 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER GOALS 
 

* Recognize student accomplishments 

* Have high expectations for student performance 

* Incorporate technology in all areas of instruction 

* Effectively evaluate student performance and use evaluation data to drive instruction and improve 

curriculum 

* Provide individual assistance that is targeted to improve student performance 

* Engage parents, teachers, staff and the community in school activities and learning opportunities 

* Provide opportunities for students to learn and develop their individual strengths 

 

TEACHER ACTION PLANS  
(how teachers will meet goals) 

* This information will be on individual teacher websites. 

The GRAD is a set of tests measuring the reading, writing, and mathematics proficiency of high school students. 

By determining a specified level on each of these assessments, Minnesota is making sure its students are on track 

to have the essential skills and knowledge necessary for graduation in the 21st century.   

 

Students take the GRAD Writing Test in 9
th
 grade, the GRAD Reading Test in 10

th
 grade, and the GRAD Math 

Test in 11
th
 grade.  The reading and math GRAD tests are included with the reading and math MCA-II tests taken 

in those grades.  Students need to pass the writing and reading GRAD tests, as well as meet Hancock credit 

requirements, to receive a diploma.  Students who do not pass on the first try will have opportunities for 

remediation and retesting to meet the requirement for graduation.  Students whose home language is not English 

and who have been enrolled in a Minnesota district for fewer than four consecutive years are not required to pass 

the GRAD assessments. 

 

Legislation approved in 2009 allows students to receive a diploma without passing the Math GRAD if they 

participate in remediation, attempt a retest at least twice, and meet all other district graduation requirements.  This 

temporary exemption affects students through the Class of 2014 at which time revised graduation requirements 

will be in place.  100% of Hancock seniors passed the Math GRAD and did not need to use this exemption. 

 

GRADUATING CLASS  WRITING  READING  MATH  

Class of 2014 (Grade 9) 93%   

Class of 2013 (Grade 10) 100% 80%  

Class of 2012 (Grade 11) 100% 100% 86% 

Class of 2011 (Grade 12) 100% 100% 100% 
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Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments ï Series II (MCA-II) Results 
 

The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments ï Series II (MCA-IIs) are the state reading, math, and science tests 

and meet the requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  The MCA-II reading and math 

assessments, first administered in 2006, are aligned to Minnesotaôs academic standards.  Students statewide in 

grades 3-8, grade 10 (reading) and grade 11 (math) complete the MCA-II reading and math assessments each 

spring.  Students in grades 5, 8 and 10 complete the science assessments.  Results are shown below.  The bar 

graphs show the results for 2011, and the tables that follow show results for 2006-2010.  Students who meet or 

exceed the state standards are counted as proficient. 

 

Reading 

 

 
 

 

Reading MCA-II Results ï Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding State Standards 
 

 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 10 
Hancock-2006 77% 80% 100% 80% 43% 58% 74% 
State-2006 82% 77% 77% 72% 67% 65% 65% 
Hancock-2007 90% 85% 80% 50% 68% 47% 68% 
State 2007 80% 71% 73% 67% 63% 63% 62% 
Hancock 2008 64% 68% 100% 62% 60% 64% 80% 
State 2008 79% 72% 73% 70% 65% 66% 71% 
Hancock 2009 82% 58% 95% 86% 47% 73% 60% 
State 2009  78% 75% 72% 73% 65% 60% 74% 
Hancock 2010 82% 74% 76% 81% 43% 56% 86% 
State 2010 76% 73% 76% 72% 66% 68% 75% 
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Mathematics 

 

Students in grades 3-8 took rigorous new math assessments aligned to higher math standards in 2011. Thus 

scores on the 2011 assessments are not comparable with scores on the assessments taken in years 2006-2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Math MCA-II Results ï Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding State Standards 
 

 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 11 
Hancock-2006 92% 100% 86% 85% 50% 65% 28% 
State-2006 78% 69% 59% 59% 58% 57% 30% 
Hancock-2007 70% 92% 67% 81% 91% 67% 25% 
State-2007 79% 71% 63% 63% 61% 59% 32% 
Hancock 2008 65% 90% 100% 67% 67% 86% 25% 
State 2008 81% 72% 66% 65% 61% 58% 34% 
Hancock 2009 94% 71% 95% 100% 53% 73% 52% 
State 2009 82% 75% 66% 64% 63% 60% 42% 
Hancock 2010 82% 89% 74% 86% 71% 31% 50% 
State 2010 83% 77% 69% 69% 64% 59% 43% 
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Science 

MCA -II Science Results 

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Hancock Elementary School Makes Adequate Yearly Progress in 2011 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) is the means of measuring, through standards and assessments, progress 

toward the achievement of the NCLB goal of 100 percent proficient by 2014.  Minnesota uses the results of the 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments to determine whether a school makes AYP.  In Minnesota, three areas 

determine whether a school has made Adequate Yearly Progress: participation, proficiency, and attendance or 

graduation rate.  AYP is calculated for the elementary school, the secondary school, and the district as a whole.   

 

Furthermore, NCLB requires schools and districts to break data into several different subgroups giving teachers 

and administrators a clearer picture of student performance.  Targets are set for different racial/ethnic groups, 

students with disabilities, English language learners, and economically disadvantaged students as measured by 

participation in free and reduced-price meals.  Schools make AYP if the students in these subgroups meet the 

targets for the percent of students meeting or exceeding the standards on the state assessments in reading and 

mathematics as well as meeting the participation and the attendance or graduation requirements. 

 

All Hancock Elementaryôs 15 subgroups that have sufficient numbers of students to be measured met their AYP 

targets. In the Hancock district as a whole, 12 of 16 subgroups that have sufficient numbers of students to be 

measured met their AYP targets.  At the secondary level, 8 of 11 subgroups with sufficient numbers to be 

measured met AYP targets. The subgroups that fell short of meeting AYP targets were in reading at both the 

district and secondary levels.   

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT GOALS  

Hancockôs student achievement goal for meeting the Minnesota state academic standards is to make Adequate 

Yearly Progress by increasing the number of students whose scores on the MCA-II math and reading 

assessments show they are meeting or exceeding the standards.   In addition, with the implementation of 
Reading Corps for preschool, the district continues the goal of improving student literacy. 

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEME NT PROCESS 

Curriculum improvement is an ongoing process for the Hancock School District.  The district follows a 

curriculum review cycle to periodically review and evaluate each subject area to guide district instruction and 

curriculum improvement.  This process keeps the districtôs curriculum current and effective.  This year Hancock 

reviewed the K-12 Physical Education and the 7-10 Health curriculums. 

 

Beginning in 2008, students in grades 5, 8 and high school completed the MCA-II science assessment.  The high 

school test is a life science test given to students as they complete their biology course.  The computer-based 

assessment is designed to be interactive and allows students to simulate experiments and provide responses online.  

The science test results do not count toward student graduation requirements or the federal No Child Left Behind 

Act.  The table below shows results for 2008-2011.   

 

 

Hancock 

2008 

State 

2008 

Hancock 

2009 

State 

2009 

Hancock 

2010 

State 

2010 

Hancock 

2011 

State 

2011 

Grade 5 50% 39% 58% 45% 56% 46% 71% 46% 

Grade 8 36% 38% 40% 43% 25% 48% 30% 44% 

Biology 36% 43% 40% 50% 52% 52% 47% 54% 
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Physical Education Review and Improvement Plan   

 
Program Evaluation 

Mr. Welle completed a self-evaluation instrument, the Physical Education Program section of the 

School Health Index, and reviewed his ratings with the Advisory Committee.  The committee members 

discussed the program and cited the following: 

 

Strengths 

¶ The amount of time every week that elementary students have physical education  

¶ The variety of activities included in physical education classes. 

¶ The amount of time spent actively exercising. 

¶ Focus on lifetime activities. 

 

Concerns 

¶ The amount of time allotted to high school physical education classes. 

¶ Physical education facilities. 

¶ Supervision 

¶ More fitness activities should be included in the curriculum. 

 

Recommendations 

V Research new methods of instruction in physical education.     

 

 

Health Education Review and Improvement Plan   
Mr. Welle completed Health Education section of the School Health Index as the program evaluation. 

The Advisory Committee reviewed the results and cited the resources being used in health classes as a 

strength of the program.  They recommended researching new methods of instruction for the health 

classes. 

  
 

FOLLOW- UP TO 2010  IMPROVEMENT PLAN  
 

Each year the Annual Report includes an update on progress toward the previous yearôs Improvement Plan.  

Last year Hancock reviewed the Media (Library) program.  All r ecommendations were implemented. 

 

* The Hancock Media Center joined the North Star consortium of libraries that use the Destiny catalog and 

circulation system.  This moved the storage of the system to the server at Region I freeing up space and 

maintenance responsibilities from local resources.  

* Implemented more instruction in library skills for students. 

* Placed a link on the district web page that provides access to the Electronic Library 

of Minnesota (ELM).  ELM,  provided by the State of Minnesota, is a free 

resource of databases of magazines, newspapers, journal articles, eBooks, and 

information from reference sources for use by students and the public 

(www.elm4you.org. 

* Provided professional development for teachers to learn how to best use ELM. 

* Provided wireless Internet connection in the media center. 

 

Students enjoyed ELM and the wireless connection.  Mrs. Daugherty taught a 

wireless class from her room to students in the Media Center. 

http://www.elm4you.org/
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III.  Improve Curriculum and Instruction 

 A.  Evaluate Health and Physical Education Curriculum 

 B.  Update course descriptions and curriculum mapping 

 C.  Training on use of laptop computers 

 D.  Start Minnesota Reading Corps program in preschool    

 E.  Data review.  Use test scores to identify areas of instruction in need of improvement. 

 F.  Review and Discuss Language Arts Standards 

 

 

 

CURRICULUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
Thanks to the people who reviewed the Physical Education and 7-10 Health programs:  

 

Barry Nelson, Parent, School Board member 

Sandy Nelson, Parent 

Mark Holleman, Parent 

Seth Nelson, Student 

Emma Nelson, Student 

Brandon Welle, Physical Education and Health Teacher  

Adam Steege, Principal 

 

Terms of committee membership are for one year with reappointment.  The committee accepts new members at 

any time of the year.  Interested citizens can call the district office at 320-392-5621 to volunteer.  The 

administration selects committee members from those who volunteer and by contacting potential members in 

order that the committee includes a representative group of community people.   

STAFF DEVELOPMENT GOALS  

2010 - 2011  
 

 I. Implement District Strategic Plan  

  A.  Study and research 21
st
 Century Skills 

  B.  Prioritize areas of need  

       

 II.  Provide a Safe and Healthy Learning Environment 

  A.  Review policies, safety procedures, Crisis Management 

Plan         

  B.  Safety training for employees provide by LCSC 

       1.  Blood Borne Pathogens 

       2.  Workplace safety 

  C.  CPI Training for teachers and paraprofessionals 

  D.  Defibrillator refresher for teachers and staff 
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SCHOOL REPORT CARD 
 

The Minnesota Department of Education publishes a School Report 

Card that offers a comprehensive look at each school and district in 

the state.  Information on academic and other school opportunities, 

student and staff characteristics, assessment results, and district 

finances can be found at http://education.state.mn.us.  Click on 

School Report Cards under Academic Excellence and choose a 

district or school from the alphabetical list.   Data can be easily 

compared between and among all schools and districts in the state. 

 

 

http://education.state.mn.us/

