Schools in the U.S. 
Schools in the U.S. are different than in other countries.  Here is some information so you can understand schools and the words we use to talk about schools.

In the U.S., some children go to preschool when they are 3 or 4.  Then most children start kindergarten when they are 5 years old (some start kindergarten at age 4 or 6).  After kindergarten, children go to school for twelve more years.  Each year is called a grade.  The first year after kindergarten, when a child is 6 years old, he/she is in first grade.  The next year, when he/she is 7 years old, he/she is in second grade.  After that, third grade, then fourth grade, all the way up to 12th grade.  When a young person finishes 12th grade, he/she graduates from high school.  Most students are 18 years old when they graduate from high school.  After high school students can go to college.

Here are the words we use to talk about grades and students.
	Two different ways to write the grades:
	A student in each grade is called:

	Preschool (Head Start)
	
	preschooler

	Kindergarten
	
	kindergartener

	First grade
	1st grade
	1st grader

	Second grade
	2nd grade
	2nd grader

	Third grade
	3rd grade
	3rd grader

	Fourth grade
	4th grade
	4th grader

	Fifth grade
	5th grade
	5th grader

	Sixth grade
	6th grade
	6th grader

	Seventh grade
	7th grade
	7th grader

	Eighth grade
	8th grade
	8th grader

	Ninth grade   
	9th grade  
	9th grader or freshman

	Tenth grade   
	10th grade  
	10th grader or sophomore

	Eleventh grade  
	11th grade  
	11th grader or junior

	Twelfth grade  
	12th grade   
	12th grader or senior


All students in the U.S. start in kindergarten and continue through first grade, second grade, third grade, fourth grade…  all the way up to twelfth grade.  But – schools are different.  Not all schools have the same number of grades.  

Here is one example of how some schools are organized:
	School name
	Grades
	Ages

	Elementary school
	Kindergarten – 6th grade
	5 - 12

	Junior High school
	7th – 9th grade
	12 - 15

	High school
	10th - 12th grade
	15 - 18


Here is another example of how some schools are organized:

	School name
	Grades
	Ages

	Elementary school
	Kindergarten – 4th grade
	5 - 10

	Middle school
	5th – 8th grade
	10 - 14

	High school
	9th - 12th grade
	14 - 18


Schools sometimes have different grades, but all students in the U.S. start in kindergarten and continue through 12th grade.

