Serious gas and water leaks require action
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Tenant question:  I am renting in an Uptown duplex that has a number of problems.
First, there are nine people living in the house. Isn't there a rule about how many people can be living in a single unit?
[image: image4.jpg]


The house was condemned at one time, then remodeled, and a number of items were not up to code. The landlord agreed to have them fixed, but nothing has been done. Also, there have been two serious gas leaks and two water leaks. One water leak has been fixed, while the other drain continues to pour into the wall and though the lower bath ceiling. We still smell gas.
The landlord wants to make us pay for water service, but the water isn't metered between the two apartments. Is it legal to make us pay?
Kelly (lawyer) answer:  The repair issues sound serious. If you smell gas, you should call CenterPoint Energy right away. Call the city housing inspector about the code violations. 
If you can't resolve these issues, make a list of the items in your duplex that need to be repaired and send a letter to your landlord requesting the repairs within 14 days. 
If your landlord fails to repair these items within 14 days or within the time required by the housing inspector, you can file a rent escrow action with the county housing court.

Your landlords can charge separately for utilities if they complied with Minnesota Statute 504B.215, which basically requires that the tenant agree in writing to the allocation, that the charges be allocated equitably, and that the landlord provide, upon request, the previous utility bills.

Be careful about agreeing to pay for water if there are un-repaired leaks. Contact your landlord in writing, and keep copies of all the letters so you have evidence that you can bring to court if necessary.

Questions:  

1. How many people live in the house?
2. What needs to be repaired?
3. Can the landlord charge them for the shared utilities?
4. What are some ways to solve their problems?

Info:  Minneapolis attorney Kelly Klein practices in housing issues and consumer rights. If you have questions concerning renting, you can e-mail her at kklein@kleinpa.com, post your questions at www.startribune.com/kellyklein or write in care of Star Tribune, 425 Portland Av. S., Minneapolis, MN 55488.
	


	


	



	Housing Court

	Hennepin County Government Center
Room A-1700
300 South Sixth Street
Minneapolis, MN  55487-0173
	Phone: (612)348-5186
Hours: Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Closed on Legal Holidays

	


