Intermediate ESL

Giving Effective Feedback on Student Writing
Keep the following things in mind when you are giving feedback to students on their writing:

1. Always respond briefly to the content of what a student wrote, in addition to making comments about structure and grammar.   You might use phrases like “I agree!” or “interesting point” or “excellent description”. 

2. It is not necessary for you to point out ALL the student’s mistakes, unless there are only a few.  This will be too overwhelming.

3. As much as you can, try not to give students the corrections to their mistakes, but instead point out their mistakes and let them try to correct them.  

4. Use the markings on the “Editing Guide” to show students their mistakes without giving them the corrections.

5. When you hand back student writing, be sure they have a copy of the “Editing Guide”.  Then give them some time to try to correct their mistakes.  Circulate and  give help to students who are stuck.

