Preparing for Tornadoes
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Prepare a Home Tornado Plan 

Develop a safety plan for you and your family for home, work, school and when outdoors. Make sure you practice the plan. Review the plan on days when severe weather is forecast for your area. 

  

· Choose a place where family members will meet if a tornado is coming. The place should be in your basement or, if there is no basement, a center hallway, bathroom or closet on the lowest floor. 

· If you are in a high-rise building, you may not have enough time to go to the lowest floor. Choose a place in a hallway in the center of the building. 

· Make a Tornado Safety Kit with: 

· First aid kit and medication 

· Battery-powered radio, flashlight and extra batteries 

· Canned food and manual can opener 

· Bottled water 

· Any items needed for young children or babies (formula, diapers, etc.) 

Leave this kit in your meeting place, if possible.  If not, leave it in a place where it will be easy to take with you in case of emergency.
Questions to think about:

1. Do you think it’s important to have an emergency plan for tornadoes?  Why or why not?

2. In your house/apartment, where is a good place for people to meet if there is a tornado?

3. What are some important items you need to have in a Tornado Safety Kit?

4. Where can you put a Tornado Safety Kit in your house/apartment?

