Advanced ESL

Journal Writing
TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS

1. Every student in the class will have a journal, in addition to their regular class notebook.  Journals may consist of spiral notebooks, blue composition book, or staple-bound papers.  Journals will be provided by the school and will be left at school

2. Each day, students will spend at least 10 minutes writing in their journals based on a prompt provided by the teacher.

3. At break or after class, the teacher should take a few minutes to complete the following steps for each student journal:

· Read the student’s writing.

· Write a short response about the content of the writing.

· Circle 3-5 mechanical errors such as spelling, verb tense, or improper usage.

If the teacher is unable to complete this task, he or she should make arrangements with the next teacher or the coordinator to complete these steps before the next class.

4. On the following day of class, students should read the teacher’s comments about their writing.  They will also correct at least one error from the previous journal entry by  copying and the completing the following chart on the next page in their journal:
	My mistake
	The correction
	Why was it wrong?

	I love my children too much.
	I love my children very much.
	Too is the wrong word because it means more than a good amount.

	She goed back to her country.
	She went back to her country.
	Go is an irregular verb.  The past tense is went.


5. Thus, each day students will spend time evaluating corrections from  yesterday’s writing and also writing something new.
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Journal Writing

STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS

1. Every student in the class will have a writing journal.  The journal will be a notebook that is given to you by the learning center.  The journals will stay at the learning center.

2. During every class you will spend at least 10 minutes writing in your journal.  Your teacher will read and comment on your writing.

3. During every class you will also look at your previous writing and make corrections to that writing.

4. You will copy this chart in your notebook:

	My mistake
	The correction
	Why was it wrong?

	
	
	


5. You will write about your mistakes in the chart.  Here is an example: 

	My mistake
	The correction
	Why was it wrong?

	I love my children too much.
	I love my children very much.
	Too is the wrong word because it means more than a good amount.

	She goed back to her country.
	She went back to her country.
	Go is an irregular verb.  The past tense is went.


6. You will write during every class and you will make corrections during every class.  We hope that this will help you improve your writing.

