Advanced ESL

GUEST SPEAKER PLANNING

Guest speakers are a great opportunity for students to practice English listening and speaking skills in an authentic setting.  The best guest speaker experiences are those that students and teachers are well prepared for.

Preparations may vary based on the situation at each learning center.  Students, volunteers, and coordinators will all play a part in making arrangements for the guest speaker.

Please use this checklist during each day of the unit to make guest speaker arrangements and prepare students for this special experience.  Initial next to the steps that you have completed and write any notes that might be helpful to the coordinator or other teachers.

· Students, teachers, or coordinator make an initial request for a guest speaker from a local clinic or hospital (see the suggested script and contact list, attached)
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· Teachers or coordinator make follow-up calls to the guest speaker to confirm time and content of the visit.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

·  Teachers and students make note of questions that arise in class about the subject matter.  Keep a list of questions in the class binder.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· The day before the speaker’s visit, students review the questions they have collected thus far and add questions to the list (diabetes, heart attack, stroke, and high blood pressure are the focus of the discussion).
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· Students decide the order of the questions and who will ask each question.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· Students practice reading the questions aloud.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· After the visit, students write a reflection about 3 things they learned from the speaker.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· After the visit, students write a thank you note to the speaker.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· A teacher or coordinator sends the thank you note to the speaker.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Hi my name is _____________.  I am calling from the Minnesota Literacy Council’s _______________ Learning Center.  

From March 2-12th our advanced English/ESL class is studying how to prevent and manage diabetes, stroke, heart attack, and high blood pressure.  As part of this unit we would like have a guest speaker talk to our class.  If possible, we would also like someone to test students’ blood pressure.  There are ________ students in our class.
The students will prepare questions and any basic materials that you have related to preventing and managing chronic illness would be great.

Our class meets from ______ to ________, Monday through Thursday.  We are located at ________________________.  Is there anyone from your organization who would be interested in visiting our ESL class?

You can reach me at _____________________ or you can call ___________, our Learning Center Coordinator, at ____________________.

Thank you.



The following healthcare professionals have already expressed interest in speaking to ESL students:

1. Colleen Cornwell: cornwellrc@frontiernet.net (mother of former coordinator, Nicki Cornwell)


2. Emily Brandl-Salutz: brandl.salutz@gmail.com (friend of former coordinator, Nicki Cornwell)


3. Christine Fietzer: cmfietzer@yahoo.com (mother-in-law of former coordinator, Nicki Cornwell)

Free/Low Income Health Clinics by location

Northeast:

Freemont Clinics (Fremonthealth.org) 

Central Ave: 612-781-6816

Fremont Ave N: 612-588-9411

PEOPLE SERVING PEOPLE
 614 S. 3rd St., Minneapolis, MN 55415-1104
 612-332-4500

North Side:

DBA NORTHPOINT HEALTH AND WELLNESS
 1313 Penn Ave. N., Minneapolis, MN 55411-3047
 612-302-4767
  

SHARING & CARING HANDS
 525 N. 7th St., Minneapolis, MN 55405-1523
 612-338-4640

Rondo:

NORTH END CLINIC
 135 Manitoba Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55117-5412
 651-290-9200

DOROTHY DAY CLINIC
 183 Old 6th St. W., Saint Paul, MN 55102-1026
 651-290-6814

OPEN CITIES HEALTH CENTER, INC.
 409 Dunlap St. N., Saint Paul, MN 55104-4201
 651-290-9200

Arlington Hills:

EAST SIDE FAMILY CLINIC
 860 Arcade St., Saint Paul, MN 55106-3852
 651-772-9757

MCDONOUGH HOMES CLINIC
 1544 Timberlake Rd., Saint Paul, MN 55117-3946
 651-772-975

