Contractions

Contractions are a written form of combining two words to make one word.  

Example: should not = shouldn’t

Native English speakers use contractions often in speaking and writing.  When you speak, using common contractions can make your speech sound more natural to native English speakers.

It is not necessary to use contractions but it is necessary to understand them when you are listening and reading.

There are lots of contractions.  
These are the most common written contractions.
is ( ____’s
he’s / she’s

it’s

there’s

that’s

where’s

are ( ____’re

we’re

they’re

you’re
has ( ____’s

he’s / she’s

it’s

there’s

that’s 
where’s

have ( ____’ve
I’ve

we’ve

you’ve

they’ve


had ( ___’d

I’d

we’d

you’d

he’d / she’d

they’d

will ( ___’ll

I’ll

we’ll
you’ll 
he’ll / she’ll

they’ll

would ( ____’d

I’d

we’d 
you’d

he’d / she’d

they’d
not ( _____n’t

isn’t

aren’t 

wasn’t

weren’t

doesn’t

didn’t

don’t 

won’t
can’t

wouldn’t

couldn’t

shouldn’t

mustn’t

Contractions

Activity 1: Dictation 

Your teacher will read a sentence that uses a contraction.  Write the full sentence without the contraction.

Example:



You hear: Where’s your house?



You write: Where is your house? 


You hear: I’d been to France before but this time it was different.


You write: I had been to France before but this time it was different.



You hear: She hadn’t gone home in 10 years.



You write: She had not gone home in 10 years.
Your teacher will read quickly.  Listen carefully and do your best to write the sentence.
Activity 2: Quick Dialog

Your teacher will give you and a partner a very short dialog.  There are no contractions in the dialog.  Cross out the words that can be contracted.  Write the contraction.
· What is What’s the matter with Romeo?

· He is He’s in love.

· Why is Why’s he so unhappy?
· Because she says she will she’ll never marry.

With your partner, memorize the dialog quickly.  It’s not necessary to get every word correct.  Cover your paper and perform the dialog using the contractions.
Reductions
Contractions are a written form of combining two words to make one word.  

Reductions are two or more words that are spoken together like one word.  Reductions, however, are not written as one word.  Sometimes this is called blending.
It is not necessary to use reductions but it is necessary to understand them when you are listening to English speakers.
Written


      Sounds like
Got to




gotta

Have to 



hafta

Has to




hasta

Want to



wanna

Going to



gonna

Don’t know



dunno

Should have



shoulda

Would have



woulda

Could have



coulda

Must have



musta

May have



maya

Might have



mighta

Used to



usta

Supposed to



supposta

Ought to



oughta

Shouldn’t have


shouldn’t’ve
or
shouldna

Couldn’t have



couldn’t’ve 
or 
couldna

Wouldn’t have



wouldn’t’ve 
or
wouldna

What do you (mean)


Whaddaya
or 
whacha
What are you (doing)


Whaddaya
or 
whacha
What do you (want)


Whaddaya
or 
whacha 

What have you (been doing)

Whaddaya
or 
whacha
(I don’t know) what you (mean)



Whacha

Reductions
Activity 1: Dictation 

Your teacher will read a conversation that includes reductions.  Fill in the blanks as you listen.  Remember that reductions are not written.  You should write the long form of all the missing words.

Example:

You hear: 

· Where’s Mark?

· I dunno.  He musta gone home.
You write: 

· Where is Mark? 
· I don’t know.  He must have gone home.

Your teacher will read quickly.  Listen carefully and do your best to write the sentence.
Activity 2: Quick Dialog

Your teacher will give you a short dialog.  Listen to your teacher read the dialog.  Listen for words that blend together. Underline those words.  Practice the dialog with your partner.  Practice blending some of the words together.

Example 1
ROMEO: 
I don’t know your name.  I saw you just a few minutes ago.  
I want to talk to you, but I don’t know what to say.
JULIET: 
You don’t have to say anything.

ROMEO: 
I’ve never seen anyone as beautiful as you.  Can I hold your hand?

JULIET: 
But I don’t know you!
Example 2

ROMEO:  
I have to see you again.  

JULIET: 
I want to see you again, too, but I don’t know what my father will say.

ROMEO:  
Come on, what are you talking about?  Your father isn’t going to find out.  

JULIET:  
But what am I supposed to do?  I can’t keep on hiding it.


ROMEO:  
Maybe we shouldn’t have started this.  But we did.  And now we have to decide what to do.

