Guidelines for Grammar Lessons

1. PRESENTATION

The goal of the presentation is to show students the pattern that you want them to practice.

· Write a sample sentence on the board that uses the pattern you are teaching.  When introducing a verb tense it can sometimes be helpful to provide contrasting examples.  Discuss the difference in meaning.
· As a class, practice varying the sample sentence.  At this point encourage students to blurt out answers.  It’s okay if some students are quiet at this point, they may still be figuring out the pattern.
2. CONTROLLED PRACTICE

The goal of controlled practice is to give students repeated practice using the pattern.
· Worksheets are the most common example of controlled practice.  Make sure that any worksheet you use matches the pattern that you have introduced and does not explore another aspect of the same grammar point.

· Controlled practice can and should also take the form of speaking activities.
3. FREE PRACTICE

The goal of free practice is to give the students opportunities to use the grammar in an authentic or “real-world” situation.  

· Role-plays are a good example of free practice.  Before designing a role-play, think carefully about when you really use the targeted grammar in your life.  How can you set up a similar situation in the classroom to help your students practice?
· Games can also be a good form of free practice as long as the game encourages students to experiment with the pattern you have presented.
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PRESENTATION
1. Show the pattern: Here the teacher is introducing the present perfect “ I have driven a car.”  She writes the first two sentences on the board and asks the students to read them aloud.  

2. Focus on meaning: Then she asks “How is the meaning different in these two sentences?”  As students respond she lets them know if they are close and encourages them to work together to figure it out.  Finally, she summarizes the difference in meaning.  “’I drove a car yesterday’ means something I did in the past and now it is finished.  The time is specific.  I drove a car yesterday.  ‘ I have driven a car’ means this is something I did in the past, maybe one time, maybe many times…maybe I drive now or maybe I don’t.”
(This can be the most difficult part of the grammar presentation.  Think about your explanation ahead of time and write it down.  Ask your coordinator for help and/or consult a grammar text or website for ideas.)

3. Provide new vocabulary/conjugations: The teacher circles the word “driven” and tells students that this is a form of the verb ‘drive.’  It always comes after the verb ‘have.’  She distributes a list of verbs from a textbook that shows the present, simple past, and past participles for many common verbs.  Together they practice the pronunciation of several past participles.

4. Students experiment with the pattern: She writes the sentences again with blanks for the words that she wants the students to practice varying.  She elicits other possible sentences from the students.  She continues to emphasize the difference in meaning by paraphrasing the meaning of each sentence after the student suggests it.

5. Further experimentation: Next she erases the word “I” from each sentence and replaces it with “She.”  The students discuss what changes need to be made to the pattern.  They repeat step 3 with the new subject.  The teacher continues making small changes to the pattern until she is sure that most of the students understand the pattern.  She also introduces the negative form of both sentences.
CONTROLLED PRACTICE

6. Students complete a worksheet using the present perfect in positive and negative sentences.

FREE PRACTICE

7. The teacher introduces the question form “Have you ever _________?”  She asks the class a few questions in this format and elicits full sentence answers that use the present perfect.

8. She gives each student a notecard printed with the prompt “Have you ever ___________?”  Each student fills in the blank to create their own question.  Students then circulate around the room asking each student their question.  The teacher circulates as well, listening to the questions and responses and encouraging students to give full sentence responses using the target grammar.

9. Students finish the activity by reporting back to the class the number of positive and negative answers they received.  “ 6 people have visited New York.  1 person has not visited New York.”

*Remember, neither students nor teacher need grammar vocabulary to learn how to use grammar correctly.  Young children learn grammar all the time without ever hearing the words “preposition” or “present continuous.”

* Grammar practice is not only written; it should involve reading, writing, listening and speaking.
* In order to teach a grammar pattern, you need to understand it yourself.  Resources for understanding grammar patterns:
· Azar’s Understanding and Using English Grammar –textbook

· Edufind.com Online English Grammar http://www.edufind.com/english/Grammar/toc.cfm
· Your coordinator!

Grammar Activities
It’s a Race

Teams of students race to see which group can make the greatest number of logical and grammatically correct sentences using the provided grammar pattern.

Tic-Tac-Toe

Teams of students compete to claim a square on the tic-tac-toe board by making a logical and grammatically correct sentence during their team’s turn.  Draw the tic-tac-toe grid on the board and write a word or phrase in each square.  Assign the class into two teams.  One will be “X” and the other “0”.  In the example, students are asked to make sentences such as “The student is as smart as the teacher.” 
Question Card Mingle

Students write their own question or are provided with a question on a note card.  Students circulate around the room, asking each other their questions and responding in full sentences.  The questions should be designed to elicit the target grammar pattern in the answer.

Reassemble Pieces

Sentences using the target grammar pattern are cut into words or “chunks.”  Students work in pairs or groups to assemble the pieces into sentences.  For a more challenging activity, give students the words for 3-5 different sentences at once.  See how many logical sentences they can construct.  Alternately, try giving each student a card with one word from a predetermined sentence.  Ask them to memorize the word and return the card to you.  Then have them stand up and try to put their memorized words in order.  They will really need to talk to each other!
Student Created Quiz

Provide students with a sample question for a grammar quiz.  Then ask each student or pair to write one question that other students will have to answer.  As they complete their quiz question, consult with each student and correct any problems in the question.  Then copy the question on an overhead transparency or piece of paper.  When you have collected all of the quiz questions, put them on the overhead or make copies of the paper.  After students have answered all of the questions, have the authors of each question explain the answer to the class.

Find Someone Who
Create a survey activity that uses the targeted grammar pattern.  For example, “Find someone who watched TV  last night” could help students practice the simple past.  With the whole class, review how to change each statement into a question –“Did you watch TV last night?”  Students will then walk around the classroom surveying their classmates.  Circulate around the room encouraging students to use full sentences.  After the activity students can practice the 3rd person by reporting what they found –“Anton watched TV last night.”

Listening for Meaning

In this activity, students will be listening for particular grammar patterns and drawing conclusions about meaning.  First, decide what grammar patterns you want to contrast.  Create ‘voting’ cards for each student that represent the meaning of each grammar pattern. Voting cards for grammar patterns might include ‘present,’ ‘past,’ and ‘future.’ As the teacher or a student reads a sentence aloud, students hold up the voting card that matches the meaning.

For example say you want to teach  “She is taller than her mother” vs. “She is as tall as her mother.”   One of the voting cards would say “same” and the other card “different”.  Read the sentence “My dog is smarter than my cat.”  -students should hold up the “different” card to show that the dog and cat do not have the same intelligence.  Or “He is as old as the manager.” –students would hold up the “same” card to show that the man and the manager are the same age.
Draw What You Hear

Students sometimes need some coaxing to draw in class but this activity can be a lot of fun.  It is very useful with prepositions and comparatives.

Read a sentence aloud and ask students to draw a picture of the sentence.   This can be done on paper or small white boards.


I drove a car yesterday.


I have driven a car.





I ________ yesterday.


I have ________.








______ is as _______ as ______





Smart	  beautiful	tall	





Short	     hard	soft





Thin           big		small





“Put the cup on the table.”





“My son is taller than his father.”








