	LISTENING TO MOVIES

	

	Useful resources on the Web 

Movie databases

The Internet Movie Database: http://www.imdb.com. A huge database, providing information (and pictures) about movies, actors, directors, Oscar awards, top movies, worst movies etc. The 'Plot & Quotes' feature is useful - provides a plot summary, key vocabulary items and memorable pieces of dialogue from each film.

Movie transcripts

Drew's Script-O-Rama at: http://www.script-o-rama.com/snazzy/dircut.html - a fantastic site for TV and film scripts. To enter the site, go through the open door on the first screen.

Colin's Movie Monologue Page at http://www.whysanity.net/monos - a great site for transcripts of famous scenes from your favorite movies.

Learning tips     Before Listening ... 

· Decide what aspect of your listening you want to improve. If it is Vocabulary, it's useful to decide whether you want to focus on conversational phrases, slang, vocabulary related to a particular topic etc. If you want to improve your ability to understand quickly spoken English speech then you probably want to focus on features of English Pronunciation. Again, it's useful to find out if your main difficulty is hearing contractions, linking, weak forms etc. 

· Set yourself a goal. Unless you have the next 6 months free, it's best not to aim too high (e.g. "I want to understand English movies perfectly")! Think of one or two aspects of your listening you want to improve on and set a goal related to that (e.g. "I want to be able to hear contractions like I'll and She's.") That way, you are more likely to be successful! 

· Choose a film that you will enjoy! To find out about the actors in the film, what the film's about, what awards it's won etc., look at the cover of the film or find the film on the Internet Movie Database (see under 'Movie databases' above).

· Look for films which carry the logo [image: image1.png]


, which means that English captions (subtitles) are available. Captions are very useful if you find it difficult to listen to fast informal conversation. They enable you to jot down words you don't know and identify stretches of speech that you can't hear. 

· Look for films which have a transcript (script of the dialogue) available. You can also find movie scripts for some of our films online: http://lc.ust.hk/~sac/materials/english/video_ent.htm. Or see under 'Movie transcripts' above for transcripts of other movies available on the Web. 

· If you find out about the historical or cultural background of a film before you watch, this will help you understand the film much better. You will find useful information in Encarta at http://encarta.msn.com/reference/ You can also find background information and questions for many of our movies at: http://lc.ust.hk/~sac/materials/english/video_ent.htm 

· Read a novel or filmscript of the film if there is one available. This will prepare you for the theme, plot and key vocabulary of the film. 


While listening ... 
· Jot down words that you want to learn. If you hear words that are not listed in your dictionary, try a slang or idiom dictionary.  Your teacher can help you find one online.
· Focus on a part of the movie only - this is especially useful if you are trying to hear pronunciation features, or want to replay the movie many times in order to remember the vocabulary that you've identified. In these cases, you probably won't have time to watch the whole film several times, so it makes sense to focus on a small part and watch it repeatedly. You can choose a part that's very interesting, or that contains many pronunciation features or new words/phrases. Or you could choose one of the brief dialogues in Colin's Movie Monologue Page (see under 'Movie Transcripts' above).

· Stop the film and rewind if there are bits you can't hear or understand. This is useful if you want to focus on how words are pronounced in connected speech. 

· Try to transcribe (write down) a short section of a movie (e.g. 1 minute long or less) word for word. You can then compare your version with the real script. This is a useful technique for testing your listening ability or finding out what pronunciation features you have difficulty with. 

· Watch the film with a friend, so that you can talk about themes that have come up in the film or help each other as soon as any one has difficulty in understanding what the actors are saying or loses track of the plot. 


After Listening ... 

· Watch another film on the same theme or of the same type. This will give you more chance to: focus on the language (because you understand the background); meet the same words/phrases again (which will help you remember them); and hear different ways of expressing the same meaning and of communicating in similar situations. 

· Watch a part of the movie many times. Can you understand it better now? 

· Write about any aspect of the film - plot, characters, ending, themes - that interests you. 

· Try to learn and remember the vocabulary that you have noted down. 
· Talk about the film with a partner or a group of friends. 

· Do some follow-up reading. For example, you can read the novel on which the film is based, or read about the period of history in which the film is set. 

· Get extra practice in listening to conversational English. Useful websites where you can listen to conversational English and read the transcripts at the same time are: 

The SAC Listening Page (http://lc.ust.hk/~sac/materials/english/lisacpage.htm)
A growing collection of conversations, discussions, jokes and stories in English. Speakers of many different accents are represented, and the dialogues are unscripted - this is the real thing! Each dialogue is accompanied by a transcript and many of the recordings are in video as well as audio. 


Randall's ESL Cyber Listening Lab (http://www.esl-lab.com/index.htm) 
A large collection of conversations from different situations and at different levels. All have tapescripts, audio and 'before', 'during' and 'after' listening questions. The conversations are read from a script (i.e. not totally genuine) but are designed for Japanese learners of English and suitable for learners of different levels.

The Listening Lounge (http://www.EnglishListening.com) 
Collection of conversations on various topics and at different levels. All have transcripts, audio and questions. The conversations are 'real', not read from a script. You'll have to pay to access most of the site, but there is still a free 'Guest' area. 

Radio Diaries (http://www.radiodiaries.org) 

Excellent site for the advanced listener. The 'Radio diaries' are thoughts and interviews collected by ordinary people and edited into 30 minutes of amazing insights into their lives. If you want to see what life is like for people living in difficult circumstances in the USA, especially for teenagers (e.g. 'teenage mother' / 'living with an incurable disease'), then this is the site for you! Audio and transcripts. 

Evaluating your progress

Most people find it very useful to evaluate their learning progress. Assessing your progress can not only give you a feeling of success, but also identify areas that you need to work on in the future. Here are some ways of evaluating the progress you have made in your listening to movies:

· Think about your progress - how do you feel about your performance? 

· Compare your listening comprehension / vocabulary knowledge / knowledge of Pronunciation features at the beginning of a period of learning and at the end, e.g. several months later - have you improved? (You could watch the same movie or scene in order to compare your listening.) 

· Summarize a movie or part of a movie and compare it with a published summary - did you get the key points? 

· Transcribe part of a movie and compare it with the movie transcript or captions. How accurate is your transcript? What do your mistakes tell you about the aspects you need to work on most? 
This document was adapted from…
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