Learning tips: Listening to the News
Getting ready for news listening ...
To improve your ability to understand news reports, consider these preparatory steps:

· Decide if you will watch the news live or if you will record it so that you can stop and rewind as much as necessary.

· Just watch the report for a few days first, before requiring yourself to understand the stories. Give yourself time to get familiar with the newsreaders and their accents. You should also get an idea of the structure of the entire report as well as the structure of a typical news story. 

While you are listening ...
A news report is often packed with information. So do not require yourself to understand everything. Set realistic targets. Stop and review a story if necessary to check understanding or to predict what is to follow. Here are a few things that you may try to do:

· You can aim at just getting what a story is about. Give a one-to-two-sentence description after each story. 

· You can just focus on the latest development of a story to add to what you already know about it. In this way, you can reduce the listening load substantially and focus better. This strategy is especially useful if the event has been in the news over a period of time. 

· Put forward a few questions to yourself about a story, and then seek to answer them from your listening. You can do this by stopping the tape as soon as the headline is read to you. 

After you have listened ...
Even though the listening part is over, some follow-up activities will help you reinforce your learning:

· Keep a record book for note-taking, vocabulary, or just scribbling. This gives a physical shape to the work that you're done, and motivates you to continue. 

· Learn new words and try your best to make them stay learned. (See the advice sheet Learning vocabulary by reading or listening - V7) 

· You may write about the news. For example, you can produce a summary or express your thoughts in a brief article. 

· You may talk about the news with one or more friends. This provides an opportunity to clarify what has not been understood in the listening and to express personal opinions. 

Prepare yourself for better news listening
Vocabulary can be a big problem when you’re trying to understand the news. It pays to make extra effort to learn those words that occur frequently in the news. These include:

· Names of people and places 

Pay attention to names in the news and jot them down in your record book if necessary. Take an active role to find out in English names. Ask a fluent or native speaker how they are pronounced. 

· Jargon 

The media use special words (e.g. regime, junta, hardliner are common in political news). Try to build up your knowledge of these usages. A book like Longman's Key Words in the Media (see above) will be a valuable guide. 

5. Evaluating your progress

It is hard to measure improvement of listening ability precisely. Nevertheless, the following may give you some indication of whether you are making progress:

· Reflect on your general ability to cope with the news at a regular interval, say every two weeks. Compare this to how you felt at an earlier time. 

· Play a news story in short sections. Stop after each section to re-tell the content. Assess how many times you need to rewind the tape to get the story accurately. 

· If you have a partner watching the same report, you can quiz each other after viewing. 

· Assess your knowledge of words that are commonly used in the news. This should be growing gradually. You should not stumble over the same words again and again.
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