Point of View
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What do you see in this picture?
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Sometimes different people have different ideas and opinions about something.  Their ideas are the result of things like their age, gender, culture, and past experiences.  Different people have different points of view.
For example, each of these sentences is a different point of view about American fast food.

· Kid’s point of view:  fast food tastes good.

· Doctor’s point of view: fast food is high in fat.  People should avoid fast food.

· Busy parent’s point of view: fast food is quick and cheap.
Think about this situation:  A girl finds a wallet containing $50 on the street.  She decides to keep the money.

· What is the girl’s point of view?

· What is the police officer’s point of view?

· What is wallet owner’s point of view?

Think about this situation: a laboratory uses mice to test treatments for cancer.
· What is the scientist’s point of view?

· What is the mouse’s point of view?

· What is the cancer patient’s point of view?

· What is the doctor’s point of view?

· What is the animal rights activist’s point of view?

Is it important to recognize and write about ideas from different points of view?  Why or why not?
What jobs require people to consider different points of view?

Outline for Point-of-View Writing

Topic: ___________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 1: Describe what happened or is happening?

Paragraph 2: Present the first point of view.

Paragraph 3: Present the second point of view.

Final paragraph: summarize the similarities and differences or write about which point of view you agree with and why.
Point-of-View Writing CHECKLIST
· Choose a topic that has different points of view.
· List as many points of view as you can think of.  Who are the people who believe each point of view?
· Make a list of reasons that support each point of view. You should have at least 2 reasons for each point of view.
· You might do research about each point of view to learn more.  Take notes in your own words.
· From your lists and notes, circle the ideas that you want to use in your essay.
· Write a first draft.  Use the Point-of-View Writing Outline.
· Read your draft again.  Try to answer these questions…
· Does my essay have a topic sentence that names the problem or situation?

· Did I clearly explain the problem or situation?

· Does my writing make the reader care about the problem or situation?

· Does my writing talk about more than one point of view?

· Does my writing give details to support each point of view?
· Is my writing clear?  Can other people understand what I am trying to say?

· Ask another student to read your writing.  Do they have any questions?  Is everything clear?
· Ask a teacher to check your writing for clarity and writing mistakes.
I see a young woman wearing a fur coat.





What are you talking about?  I see an old woman.








