Romeo & Juliet
Comprehension Questions

Questions were excerpted from Mr. Lettiere's English on the Web -- Argo Community High School http://www.argo217.k12.il.us/departs/english/blettiere/romeojuliet.htm
(ctrl + click on each act to jump to that section)
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ACT 1
Scene 1: 
1. In what city does this play take place? 

2. Who is fighting at the beginning of the first scene? 

4. Who tries to break up the fighting? 

5. What threat does the Prince make to Lord Montague and Lord Capulet? 

6. Benvolio and Montague describe the way Romeo has been acting. What do they say about 

him? 

7. Why is Romeo so sad? Explain. 

8. What is Benvolio’s advice to Romeo? 

Scene 2: 

10. What does Paris ask Capulet? 

11. What is Capulet’s first answer? 

12. A bit later Capulet appears to change his mind about Paris’ question. What does he then tell Paris? 

13. What problem does the servant have? 

14. What is the name of the woman Romeo loves? 
15. What do Romeo and Benvolio decide to do? 

Scene 3: 

16. How old is Juliet? 

17. When Lady Capulet asks Juliet how she feels about marriage, what is Juliet’s answer? 

18. Following Juliet’s answer, what does Lady Capulet then tell Juliet? 

Scene 4: 

22. What does Romeo think of Juliet the first time he sees her? 

23. How does Tybalt recognize Romeo? 

26. How does Romeo find out Juliet’s last name? 

27. How does Juliet find out Romeo’s last name?
Act 2
Scene 2:

2.  When Juliet appears on her balcony, what does Romeo compare her to?

6.  In a sentence or two, explain what Juliet says about names.

9.  Juliet is going to send someone to Romeo on the following day for what purpose?

Scene 3:

12.  When Friar Laurence sees Romeo, what comment does Friar Laurence make about seeing Romeo so early in the morning?

13.  In the original play Friar Lawrence says, “Young men’s love then lies not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes?  What does this mean?

14.  Friar Laurence agrees to perform the marriage ceremony for Romeo and Juliet for what reason?

Act 3

Scene 1: 

1. At the beginning of the scene, why does Benvolio think that there will be a fight? 

2. What does Mercutio accuse Benvolio of in lines 15-30? 

3. When Tybalt and Mercutio first begin arguing, what does Benvolio try to them to do? 

4. What does Tybalt call Romeo? 

5. Why won’t Romeo fight Tybalt? 

6. What does Mercutio think is the reason Romeo refuses to fight? 

7. Why does Mercutio keep repeating, “A plague o’ both your houses”? 

8. What does Romeo say that Juliet’s love has done to him? 

9. Why does Romeo call himself “fortune’s fool”? 

10. When Benvolio relates to the Prince what happened, what does he say Romeo tried to before Mercutio was 

killed? 

11. What does Lady Capulet accuse Benvolio of? Why? 

12. What is Romeo’s punishment for killing Tybalt? 

Scene 2: 

13. Why is Juliet so impatient for the nurse to return? 

14. Describe Juliet’s rapidly changing attitudes toward Romeo in this scene. 

15. What piece of news has upset Juliet the most? 

16. What does the nurse promise to do? 

Scene 3: 

17. Explain Romeo’s reaction to the news of his banishment. 

18. Romeo tells Friar Laurence that the priest cannot know or understand how Romeo feels. Why? 

19. What argument does Friar Laurence use to prevent Romeo from killing himself? 

20. What does the nurse give to Romeo? 

Scene 4: 

21. What does Capulet tell his wife to say to Juliet? 

Scene 5: 

22. As Romeo is preparing to leave Juliet, what argument does she use to convince him to stay? 

23. Later, why does Juliet think Romeo should leave? 

24. Just as Romeo is about to descend the rope ladder and leave Juliet, what does Juliet say about the way Romeo looks? 

25. Why does Lady Capulet think Juliet is crying? 

26. When Lady Capulet threatens to send someone to Mantua to poison Romeo, what does Juliet say? 

27. After Lady Capulet breaks the news about Paris, what is Juliet’s response? 

28. If Juliet’s mother does not arrange to delay the marriage, what will Juliet do? 

29. What is Capulet’s reaction to Juliet’s threats? 

30. What is the nurse’s advice to Juliet? 

31. How does Juliet’s attitude toward the nurse change? 

32. What “scheme” does Juliet devise to get rid of the nurse and to get out of the house?
Act 4

Scene 1:
1.  Why is Friar Laurence reluctant to marry Paris to Juliet?

4.  If Friar Laurence cannot help her, what does Juliet threaten to do?

6.  Describe the friar’s plan for Juliet.

Scene 2:

7.  What does Juliet say that makes her father happy?

8.  How does Capulet change the wedding plans?  What implication does this have?

Scene 3:

11.  What are some of the fears Juliet has about the potion?

Scene 5:

2.  What does Friar Laurence say to comfort the Capulet family?

3.  What event are the Capulets now preparing for?

Act 5

Scene 1:
1.  What news does the servant bring Romeo?

3.  What actions does the servant’s news prompt Romeo to do?

Scene 3:

6.  Why is Paris at Juliet’s tomb?

11.  Why does Juliet kiss Romeo after he is dead?

15.  How do Montague and Capulet plan to honor the memories of their children?

