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(Complete before reading “Ana”)
[image: image1.jpg]


Many times you do not need a dictionary to understand a new word.  The other words in the sentence or paragraph can help you understand the word you don’t know.  

The words or sentences that come before and after a word are called the “context.”  The context can help you understand the meaning of new words.

Read the sentence below.  Do the circled words help you understand the meaning of wagon?  
I was four when we moved here in 1919. The fruit-sellers’ carts and coal wagons were 
pulled down the street by horses back then.

1. What do you think wagon means? _________________________

_______________________________________________________

2.  What is the dictionary definition for wagon? __________________

_______________________________________________________
3. Write any words, pictures, or definitions next to the words below.  
If it is a new word that you don’t know at all, you do not need to write anything. 
 If you have an idea but you’re not sure, write your idea.
Do not use a dictionary.
abandoned ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

suspiciously ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________

glancing ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

hobbled ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

4.  Circle the words in the context that help you understand the meaning of the underlined word.
Most of the whites left.  Then the steel mills and factories closed and everybody left, like rats.  Buildings abandoned.
Down in the lot, a little black-haired girl, hiding behind that refrigerator.  She was working at the dirt and looking around suspiciously all the time.

Then one morning she was there, glancing about, and she looked straight up at this window.

Then I took an old butter knife and my cane and hobbled down all three flights of stairs.

5. Circle the synonym for each underlined word.

1. Most of the whites left.  Then the steel mills and factories closed and everybody left, like rats.  Buildings abandoned.

A  empty


B  crowded


C  dirty


D  open
2. Down in the lot, a little black-haired girl, hiding behind that refrigerator.  She was working at the dirt and looking around suspiciously all the time.

A  confidently


B  quickly


C  not trusting


D  not careful
3. Then one morning she was there, glancing about, and she looked straight up at this window.

A  digging


B  dancing


C  studying carefully


D  looking quickly
4. Then I took an old butter knife and my cane and hobbled down all three flights of stairs.

A  walk easily


B  walk with difficulty


C  walk quickly


D  jump
6. Check your answers with the class. Go back to the notes that you wrote on the last page.  Were your ideas correct?  Change your notes, if necessary.
Vocabulary Clues

(Complete after reading “Wendell”)
Many times you do not need a dictionary to understand a new word.  The other words in the sentence or paragraph can help you understand the word you don’t know.  

The words or sentences that come before and after a word are called the “context.”  The context can help you understand the meaning of new words.

Read the sentence below.  Do the circled words help you understand the meaning of wilted?  

I found the plants and got them in focus.  There were four of them in a row, still little.  They were wilted.    Leaves flopped flat on the ground.
1. What do you think wilted  means? _________________________

_______________________________________________________

2.  What is the dictionary definition for wilted? __________________

_______________________________________________________
3. Write any words, pictures, or definitions next to the words below.  If it is a new word that you don’t know at all, you do not need to write anything.  If you have an idea but you’re not sure, write your idea.

Do not use a dictionary.
focus________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

pitcher ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

patch _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

squatted ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

4.  Circle the words in the context that help you understand the meaning of the underlined word.
She gave me some binoculars and told me all about the Chinese girl.  I found the plants an got them in focus.
She pointed to a pitcher. “Fill that up and soak them good.”

Can’t change myself into a millionaire.  But a patch of ground in this trashy lot –I can change that.

I looked over my plot, squatted down, and fingered the soil awhile.

5. Many English words have more than one meaning.  Choose the correct meaning by looking at the context.
1. She gave me some binoculars and told me all about the Chinese girl.  I found the plants and got them in focus.

A  a subject that people are interested in because it is important.
B  special attention that you give to a person or  subject
C  a clear picture in a camera or telescope
2.  She pointed to a pitcher. “Fill that up and soak them good.”

A  a container used for holding and pouring liquids
B  the baseball player who throws the ball for the batter to hit
3. Can’t change myself into a millionaire.  But a patch of ground in this trashy lot –I can change that.

A  a small piece of material used for covering a hole in something
B  a part of an area that is different from the parts around it
C  a small area of ground for growing fruit or vegetables
D  to put a small piece of material over a hole
4. I looked over my plot, squatted down, and fingered the soil awhile.

A  to sit with your knees bent under you and balancing on your feet
B  to live in a building or on a piece of land without permission and without paying rent
6. Check your answers with the class. Go back to the notes that you wrote on the previous page.  Were your ideas correct?  Change your notes, if necessary.

7.  Write a sentence using each of the new vocabulary words.
focus________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

pitcher ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

patch _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

squatted ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Vocabulary Clues

(Complete after reading “Gonzalo”)
Many times you do not need a dictionary to understand a new word.  The other words in the sentence or paragraph can help you understand the word you don’t know.  

The words or sentences that come before and after a word are called the “context.”  The context can help you understand the meaning of new words.

Read the sentence below.  Do the circled words help you understand the meaning of trowel?  

She’d gone into a store and bought him a trowel and four packets of seeds.  I cleared the trash, he turned the soil.
1. What do you think trowel means? _________________________

_______________________________________________________

2.  What is the dictionary definition for trowel? __________________

_______________________________________________________
3. Write any words, pictures, or definitions next to the words below.  

If it is a new word that you don’t know at all, you do not need to write anything. 

 If you have an idea but you’re not sure, write your idea.

Do not use a dictionary.
equation  ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

mumbles  ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________

target practice_________________________________________

______________________________________________________

wandered ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

4.  Circle the words in the context that help you understand the meaning of the underlined word.
The older you are, the younger you get when you move to the United States.  They don’t teach you that equation in school.  Mr. Smoltz, my eighth-grade math teacher, hasn’t even heard of it.  It’s not in Gateway to Algebra. It’s Garcia’s Equation.
Outside he lowered his eyes and tried to get by on mumbles and smiles.  He didn’t want strangers to hear his mistakes.

He couldn’t sit out in the plaza and talk –there aren’t any plazas here, and if you sit out in public some gang driving by might use you for target practice.

He wandered around the apartment all day, in and out of rooms, talking to himself, just like a kid in diapers.
5. Circle the answer for each question.

1. In this passage, the word equation means
A  a mathematical statement showing that two things are equal
B  a math teacher
C  the difficult part of a book
D  a class for high school students
2. The word mumbles means
A  to speak clearly

B  to not speak clearly

C  to speak loudly

D  to speak negatively

3. In this passage, the phrase target practice means
A  to tease someone
B  to bother someone
C  to shoot at something or someone for practice
D  to sit by yourself
4. The word wander means
A  walk easily


B  walk with difficulty


C  walk quickly


D  walk without a purpose
6. Check your answers with the class. Go back to the notes that you wrote on the previous page.  Were your ideas correct?  Change your notes, if necessary.
Synonym  -a word with the same or almost the same meaning as another word.





phrase  -a sentence or part of a sentence





passage –a short part of a book or story
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