Ir a un Restaurante Hispanico
Restaurant Experience
Go to an “authentic” Hispanic restaurant where the wait staff are native Spanish Speakers (such as El Charro, Vaquero, María’s, etc.  NOT Taco Bell, etc.).  This does not necessarily have to be a restaurant based on Mexican cuisine.  (There are other restaurants in the area that prepare food based on other Spanish speaking countries.)  

Note:  Before you go, you may want to brush up on some basic Spanish terms for food and to use while ordering.  A short list is attached for your convenience.

Greet waiter/waitress in Spanish and use Spanish while ordering your food.  Depending on your level and your knowledge, converse with the staff in Spanish.  While you’re there be brave!  Try a new dish that sounds interesting. 
Complete the following information and turn it in together with a signature from someone in the restaurant indicating that you used Spanish during the experience.
Name of student:__________________________

Name of restaurnat:__________________________
Date, and time of the experience:__________________________
Specific Hispanic Culture(s) represented:__________________________
Name of people who went with you: :__________________________ 

1.  Why did you go to this specific restaurant?

2.  Have you gone to this restaurant before?  If so, how often?

3.  What did you order to eat and drink?
4. How comfortable were you speaking in Spanish to order, etc.?
5.  Was the wait staff friendly and helpful/encouraging when you spoke in Spanish? 
6. On the back of this sheet write a minimum two paragraph description of your experience and your personal opinions/reflection of the experience.
Below are some basic vocabulary words to help you with this task. It might be a good idea to print this list and have it handy when you look at the menu.

The waiter will ask something like “¿Qué quieres?” (What do you want?) or “¿Qué quieres tomar?”  What do you want to have?)  Remember they usually ask for bebidas (beverages) first before you order your food.

When ordering you should say “Por Favor, Quiero (pronounced kee-ye-ro) or Quería (pronounced keh ree-ya) and then what you want to order.

Vocabulary:

Para beber
Coffee—El café
Iced tea—Té helado

Coke—Una coca 

Water with ice—Agua con hielo

Orange juice – Zumo de naranja

Apple juice—Zumo de manzana

Hot chocolate—Chocolate 
Milk – La leche
Para comer:

Chicken—El pollo
Meat—La carne
Fish—El pescado
Pork—El puerco
Ham—El jamón
Bread—el pan
Soup—Sopa
Salad—La ensalada
Onions—Las cebollas
Beans—Los frijoles

Lettuce- La lechuga,
Cheese—El queso

Other useful words

Menu—El menú

The bill—La cuenta

Spoon—La cuchara
Fork—El tenedor

Knife— El cuchillo
Napkin—La servieta

Fried—Frito

Grilled— A la parilla

Roasted—Asado
Salt—La sal

Sugar—El azúcarsugar 
Caliente—hot/warm (temperature)

With—con

Without—sin
Understanding and ordering food from a menu in Spanish will take some practice before you are comfortable with the vocabulary words. Repetition of these words will help you to memorize them.

