Entrevista Cultural

Cultural Interview
Interview someone who is from an Hispanic country or whose parents grew up in an Hispanic country.  Spanish must be spoken frequently in the home if the person you are interviewing has always lived in the United States.  Spanish I and II students may conduct the interview in English (although you are encouraged to ask basic informational questions in Spanish).  Advanced students must conduct the interview in Spanish.  You should prepare your interview questions in Spanish in advance.  A copy of the questions must be attached to this document.
Use the questions below (or create your own) to discover as much information as possible about the person you are interviewing.  Feel free to change the questions and/or to ask additional questions concerning information you may be interested in learning.  Do not rush the interview in order to just “finish” it.   Ask follow-up questions and show sincere interest in what you learn   Avoid ethnocentric comments such as “That’s weird!”

Name of student: _______________________________________

Name and age of person interviewed: ______________________________________

Culture represented: __________________________

Date and location of interview: _________________________________________

Length of interview: _____________________
Record the answers to the following (or similar) questions and attach them to this paper.  If you create your own questions attach them to this paper as well.
1. What is your full name? Do you use both apellidos (last names) living in the United States?

2. What is your first language? Do you know other languages? What is the primary language spoken in your home?  (Ask only If the interviewee is 2nd generation) How well do you speak Spanish?
3. What are two or three popular/typical foods which you associate with your culture? Describe them and tell when (at what meal, etc) they are eaten.

4. Is there any special clothing associated with your culture? When is it worn?

5. What is the favorite sport in your culture? Is it played by men and women?

6. How do people in your culture like to spend their free time?

7. Who are two or three heroes in your country/culture? Why are they considered heroes?

8. Is dating common among teenagers in your culture?  
9. At what age do people typically marry?
10. (If interviewee is first generation immigrant) What is one thing you really miss from your culture?

11. What is particularly challenging for someone from your culture living in the U.S.?

12. What do you see as the main differences between the people of your culture and the people of south west Missouri?

13. In your culture how important is punctuality?

14. Do people in your culture tend to prefer activities that allow you to work independently or to  in a group?

!5. What are three very important events, occasions or holidays in your culture? 
On the back of this paper write a minimum two paragraph reflection about your interview.  The reflection is to be in the same language that you conducted the interview in.  Include answers to these questions:  How do you know/how did you meet the interviewee?  How comfortable were you conducting the interview?  Did you learn anything new/interesting as a result of this interview?  How can you compare the information about foods/sports/free time/dating, etc. to your own culture?
