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Rising Sixth Graders…Enter the Den!

Frequently Asked Questions
FAQ:  What can we expect in the transition to middle school?

At Our Lady of Grace, sixth grade teachers work diligently in preparation for the arrival of the rising sixth grade class.  Each year, we add tools to help students more easily manage all of the changes that middle school brings.  On the first day of school, sixth graders will spend the entire day with their homeroom teachers learning their new routines, getting organized, and preparing for the week ahead.  Sixth grade students return on their second day comfortable and ready to begin their new school year.

We are very proud of our middle school students at OLG.  They excel academically and work hard each year.  We support them in their efforts to achieve academic excellence by offering Homework Hall twice a week, teaching study and organization skills within our academic classes, and by maintaining a homework website that provides updates on both daily and long-term assignments.  As a team, we meet on a regular basis to discuss what strategies are working to help students and what new ideas we have to help all students succeed and reach their full potential.  In addition, we keep open lines of communication with parents and encourage all parents with concerns to please contact us so that we can work together to best meet the needs of the students.
FAQ:  How much homework should we expect?

Students can expect an average of ninety minutes of homework per night, including both daily assignments and study time.  The purpose of homework and projects is to extend student learning and practice.  It should not take away from extracurricular pursuits students may have.  Generally, sixth grade students’ biggest challenge is learning to plan and break down long term projects, assignments, and studying.  Students receive help developing this skill in their content area classes.  Students who need additional help may participate in Homework Hall.  Guidance from home is also most beneficial in this area.  
FAQ:  Do sixth graders get a locker?

Sixth graders do not get a locker.  Students will set up and organize cubbies in the classroom on the first day of school.  Students will have opportunities to maintain the organization and cleanliness of their cubbies at different times throughout the school year.  Students who need additional help may participate in Homework Hall.  Learning to maintain a cubby while managing class changes has proven to be the most effective preparation for the transition to having a locker in seventh grade.
FAQ:  How will sixth graders be expected to handle switching classes? Will sixth graders switch classes on the first day?

Classes are divided into 40-45 minute periods.  Sixth graders will switch classes at the end of each class.  They will have three assigned cubby break times throughout the day.  On the first day of school, sixth graders will not switch classes.  They will remain with their homeroom teachers to learn their new routines.  Part of this time will be spent teaching students their new schedules, what times they will need to go to their cubbies, what books they will need at each cubby break, and how they will move from room to room.  Sixth graders will have schedules posted near their cubbies all year, and each student will receive their own copy of their schedule to keep in their accordion files, which stays with them throughout the day all year long.   Parents may access their children’s schedules on our middle school website at http://teacherweb.com/NC/OurLadyofGrace/middleschool.
FAQ:  What is expected of summer reading?

Rising sixth graders are required to read three summer reading books, two for Literature class and one for Science class.  We also add one recommended title for avid readers and students wishing to participate in our champion Battle of the Books team.  Students may begin reading these books as soon as they receive the list.  In the first few weeks of school, we will review all of the books as a class.  Only after we have discussed and reviewed all of the books will we have a test on the books.  Students will receive a study guide and should use the guide and review the literature to prepare for the test.  The Summer Reading List is attached in the packet or can be picked up from the school library or front office or can be found online at http://teacherweb.com/NC/OurLadyofGrace/Grade6/photo1.stm.
FAQ:  What are the service hour requirements?

Sixth grade students are required to earn 15 service hours.  They may begin to earn hours the summer before sixth grade. Please see the "Documents" page of our website to print the Service Hours Record.   http://teacherweb.com/NC/OurLadyofGrace/Grade6/photo1.stm.  Students must record each act of service they perform as they perform each one.  They will need to get their Service Hour Records signed by the coordinators of the service projects or events.  The record of their fifteen service hours must be signed and completed by the spring of sixth grade.  Please feel free to contact us with any additional questions.
The guidelines for service hours are as follows:

· Service, also called stewardship, is generously giving of your time, talent, and treasure for the benefit of others in a way that brings Christ to the people you serve.  Christ has no hands but yours. 
· Service should be performed out of the goodness of your heart because you see a need and respond to it.
· Service should be done for people outside of your immediate family. Our expectation is that the service you perform for hours will be above and beyond your responsibilities as a family member.

· To earn service hours, you may not receive any payment/prize for the work you do. Mother Teresa inspires us to put love in action without expecting anything in return. 
FAQ:  What teachers do sixth graders have?

In middle school, students are instructed by teachers in their areas of licensure and expertise.  Students will have a different teacher for each subject.  All of our teachers are fully licensed by the State of North Carolina.  In addition, five of the eight middle school core subject teachers have also received Master’s degrees.  Among us, we have nearly 100 years of teaching experience.  

Sixth graders will have a homeroom teacher; this teacher will help guide them through their transition to the middle school and would be the “home base” teacher parents could get in touch with regarding any general questions or concerns.  Except for math groupings, students will move from class to class with their homerooms.  Math is separated by ability level without mixing grade levels.
FAQ:  What are the field trips in sixth grade?

Shortly after school begins, sixth graders will participate in a team-building low ropes challenge course.  Students will build team spirit, get to know new members of the class, and learn to solve problems as a group.  It is a fun and challenging day that gives students the confidence to face new and difficult challenges.  In October, students will head down to Charlotte for the education day of the North Carolina Renaissance Festival.  This trip will enrich their study of the Renaissance in social studies and the Legend of King Arthur in Literature.  In the spring, students will head to the North Carolina Zoo (weather permitting) and to the North Carolina Outer Banks for the Sound to Sea Marine Studies trip.  These trips will enrich their study of the science curriculum.  Traditionally, our middle school students have also gone to enjoy a production of the Bishop McGuiness Drama Club at some point in the school year.  To celebrate their completion of sixth grade at the end of the school year, sixth grade students will enjoy a day long picnic at Bur-Mil Park in Greensboro.
FAQ:  How important is organization in middle school?

Learning to be organized is an important part of succeeding in the middle school.  To support students, sixth grade homeroom teachers will teach students how to set up their accordion files and cubbies.  Core subject teachers will coach students on setting up and maintaining neatness in planners, binders, notebooks, and folders.  On our Middle School website, we have included information and tips on getting organized in middle school. 
http://www.teacherweb.com/NC/OurLadyofGrace/MiddleSchool/ap8.stm 
In addition, in the Documents section of our Middle School website, we offer a guide to developing study skills in adolescents.  Students can begin to practice these study skills this summer when working on summer reading, summer math packets, and other preparatory materials, such as Summer Bridges and Brain Quest workbooks.  You can access this document, called “Middle School Study Skills” at 

http://www.teacherweb.com/NC/OurLadyofGrace/MiddleSchool/photo1.aspx
FAQ:  What supplies will I need on the first day?

Please see the third page of the supply list available in the Documents section of our Middle School site.
FAQ:  How can I learn more about the middle school?
To find out more about our middle school, you can visit our website at http://www.teacherweb.com/NC/OurLadyofGrace/MiddleSchool/index.html.  
Some information, such as class schedules, cannot be updated until the beginning of the next school year.  In addition, we have developed a “Middle School Survival Guide” that can be downloaded and printed from 
http://teacherweb.com/NC/OurLadyofGrace/Grade6/photo1.stm.  

The “Middle School Survival Guide” is a document that cannot be updated until the fall of each school year, so not all of the information is current in the summer before sixth grade.  However, much of the information remains unchanged, so we encourage you to browse through the guide, which includes the following topics: 
· Accelerated Learners
· Athletics
· Attendance
· Christian Lamplighters
· Clubs
· Conferences-Parent/Teacher/Student

· Contact Information

· Expectations/Honor Code

· Food: Snack, Lunch, Birthdays, Young at Heart
·  Homework/Late Homework/Make up work
·  Mass and Worship
·  Portfolio/Accordion File
·  Progress Reports
·  Study Skills/Extra Help
· Volunteer Opportunities/Protecting God’s Children
· Website
