7th Grade

Research Topics

Social Studies
1.
Who was a better leader—Genghis Khan or Alexander the Great? What is his 
legacy?
2.
How did the following people influence the development of our modern military:  
Nathaniel Greene, Henry Knox, Francis Marion (the Swamp Fox from The 
Patriot), Daniel Morgan, and John Stark? (These are all forgotten heroes of the 

American Revolution.)
3.
Why did Benedict Arnold, a great revolutionary general, betray his country?

4.
Throughout history, how have resistance groups/radicals affected the course of 
war?

5.
What roles have black Americans played in the wars that helped shape our 
country?

6.
What caused the Great Depression, and can it happen again?

7.
Was the New Deal an effective answer to the Great Depression? 

8.
If you were going to nominate 


 as the greatest military 
leader in history, how would you make your case?

9.
The invention of the airplane has had a tremendous impact on our world. 
Research and discuss how the airplane has affected commerce, migration, and 
warfare.
10.
Which Nobel Peace Prize recipient has contributed the most to the world?

11.
How I Became a Pirate by Melinda Long is a beloved children’s books in which a 
little boy learns that being a pirate isn’t as great as he thought it would be. So, 
why are people so fascinated by pirates? Why do they flock to movie theaters 
when the newest Pirates of the Caribbean movie comes out? While these 
glamorized portrayals of pirates may not be completely accurate, one thing is 
certain: pirates have played a significant role in world culture throughout the 
centuries. Research pirate history and examine the lives of 3 pirates to determine 
the reason behind the fascination. 
12.
Throughout history, man has sought a means to communicate, from cave art to 
oral tradition to the modern Iphone.  Research the evolution of the written word in 
man’s attempt to express himself.
13.
How and why did Saddam Hussein threaten the way of life of the Ma’dan people, 
also known as the Marsh Arabs?  What is being done to enable this civilization, 
which has changed little since Old Testament times, to continue? Why should the 
Marsh 
Arabs be helped? Compare their way of life 2,000 years ago to that of the 
present.
14.
What are the underlying causes of the ever-increasing obesity rate in this country? 
Should our government be concerned about it?  What if anything is being done or 
can be done to stop it?
Science

1.
Why do some animals adapt to their environment and others become extinct?  
Compare and contrast.
2.
Why are the medical field, the military, and individual industries so intrigued by 
spider silk?
3.
What is the significance of honeybees, and what will be the impact of the recent 
decline in colonies?
4.
How has the discovery of DNA changed science and society?

5.
Why is sleep so important to overall health and development?
6.
Considering the long-term impact on society, what do you consider to be the most 
important invention?

7.
God created everyone and everything for a reason.  This means that we all have a 
purpose, even 
bugs—yuck! Entomology is the study of insects.  Why is this an 
important branch of science?

8.
Choose a branch of science (Zoology, Psychology, Archeology, Geology, 
etc.) 
and tell why it is such an important field of study.
9.
The great naturalist Charles Darwin, after making a careful study of earthworms, 
wrote this:  "...it may be doubted if there are any other animals which have 
played such an important part in the history of the world as these lowly 
organized creatures." Research the importance of the earthworm to see if you 
agree with this statement or not.
10.  
The “giants” of medicine are doctors and scientists spanning thousands years.  
Some of their ideas were silly; many were just plain wrong, but their discoveries 
made modern medicine possible.  Who were some of the early pioneers of 
medicine, and how have their findings impacted modern medicine?
11.
The role of a parent is to nurture, protect, and guide/educate the young.  Compare 
and contrast the parenting skills of three different species of animal.

12.
In folklore and fairy tales, wolves are portrayed as fearsome creatures.  Should 
we really be afraid of the Big Bad Wolf, or have they been unfairly portrayed and 
why?

13.
All social animals communicate with each other, from bees and ants to whales, 
apes, and humans.  Discuss the forms of communication within at least three 
different species and tell what important roles they serve.

14.
Throughout history the Galapagos Islands have played an important role, both 
strategically and scientifically. Research and explain this statement.

Business
1.
Choose a product and show what influence marketing has on product growth and 
development. Be sure to show how advertising and marketing for the product 
have changed over the years with the invention of the television and the 
computer/internet.
Language Arts

1.
What are the similarities and differences in the African American experience as 
reflected in the writings of Langston Hughes and Maya Angelou?

2.
How do writers, artists, and musicians reflect the social values of their times? 
(Pick a time period.)

3.
After examining its history, how would you define poetry?

4.
Why did Emily Dickinson refer to herself as the “spider poet”?  Research the 
meaning behind this association and consider why it was in direct opposition to 
the Calvinist tradition into which she was born and raised.  What does the spider 
have to do with creativity?  (Note:  You will have to provide quotes from the 
author’s writing to support your paper.)
5.
Where do writers get their ideas? Pick three to five writers and examine the 
source of their inspiration.
6.
Who or what were the greatest influences on 


? (You fill the
blank with an author.) (Note:  You will have to provide quotes from the 
author’s writing to support your paper.)
Visual Arts
1.
Many new and radical forms of art are first rejected before eventually being 
accepted by society and the art world. Examine several of these unconventional 
forms of art (earth art, found art, etc.) to discover what the definition of “art” 
really is.
Music

1.
How do society and music influence each other?
2.
How has African culture influenced music and/or dance?
Religion

1.
Why are many religions today returning to conservative ritual traditions?
2.
God calls us all to live saintly lives, but very few actually become saints. 
Compare and contrast the lives of two saints to discover what it takes to be a 
saint.  (Include the steps of the canonization process.)
