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Curriculum Overview
ENTIRE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Spring Semester: This year all students are required to enter one essay contest, but they may choose from one of the following:

1.  Patriot's Pen from the Veterans of Foreign Wars

    Due:  November 1

    Length:  300 - 400 words

    Topic:  "When is the Right Time to Honor Our Military Heroes?"

----------------------

2.  D.A.R. American History Essay Contest

    Due:  Early December (TBA)

    Length:  600 - 1000 words

    Topic:  "The Completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad"

------------------------

3.  Ladies Ancient Order of the Hibernians Irish Essay Contest

    Due:  January 5

    Length:  500 - 1000 words

    Topic:  "The Role of Women in 1916 Rebellion"
Fall Semester:  All students will be working on the research paper.  Topics and requirements will be grade-specific and expectations increase with each grade level.
6th Language Arts Curriculum
This year I will focus on the qualities of good writing:  ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and the conventions of English grammar.  The students will come to understand the parts of speech as a foundation for good writing.  They will also learn to think logically and to write effective, coherent sentences and paragraphs as  they explore various writing forms:  narrative, descriptive, persuasive and expository.  At times, they will be asked to present their writing to the class so that they may learn to speak comfortably in front of others.  I will expect active class participation as students learn to listen critically and respond appropriately with questions that seek to understand or clarify the meaning of the speaker.  
In addition, students will be asked to self-edit.  As we study the elements of punctuation, capitalization, subject-verb agreement, vocabulary, spelling etc., students will begin to recognize mistakes in their own writing and revise accordingly.
Most importantly, I want the students to learn to enjoy writing as an expression of who they are.  I want them to find their voice, which is unique to every writer.
7th Grade Reading/Language Arts Curriculum

This year the students will learn to think logically and to express themselves clearly and fluently in their speech and in their writing.  Emphasis will be placed on the qualities of good writing:  ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and the conventions of English grammar.  Grammar will be some review of last year with a few new verb tenses and phrases added to the mix.  Students will be expected to apply the rules and work on varying their sentence structure to create voice and flow. As we prepare for the state persuasive writing test in March, I will pay particular attention to transitions and the need to back up statements with evidence, facts, or examples.  The students will learn to use effective organizational patterns and apply them to many forms of writing, in addition to persuasive.  These will include poetry, expository, narrative, and descriptive forms.  
The students will also learn to read with interest and critical understanding, employing a number of reading strategies and analyzing techniques.  They will come to recognize that the same organizational patterns they use in their writing are also present in what they read.  This will help them to identify main ideas and supporting details. I will expect active class participation as we examine the various genres of literature and seek to analyze them from different perspectives.  Students should share their opinions as they begin to draw conclusions, and they should ask appropriate questions in an attempt to gain deeper understanding.

In addition, the students will be asked to self-edit.  As we study the conventions of English grammar, vocabulary, and spelling, students will begin to recognize mistakes in their own writing and revise accordingly.

Most importantly, I want the students to learn to enjoy reading as a means of discovering themselves and to enjoy writing as an expression of who they are.  

8th Grade Reading/Language Arts Curriculum 

This year I will focus on the evaluation process.  Students will learn to offer critical opinions and to argue their theses (in speech and in writing) logically and fluently, supporting their arguments with evidence, facts, and examples.  In addition, particular attention will be paid to the thesis statement and the need to back it up with supporting details.  Emphasis will be placed on the qualities of good writing:  ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and the conventions of English grammar.  Grammar will be a review of concepts covered in 6th and 7th grade with emphasis on application of the rules and variety of sentence structure.
The students will also learn to read with interest and critical understanding, employing a number of reading strategies and analyzing techniques.  I will expect active class participation as we examine the various genres of literature and seek to analyze them from different perspectives.  Students will lead group discussions offering insight, drawing inferences, and reaching supported conclusions.

In addition, the students will be asked to self-edit.  As we study the conventions of English grammar, vocabulary, and spelling, students will begin to recognize mistakes in their own writing and revise accordingly.  

Most importantly, I want the students to learn to enjoy reading as a means of discovering themselves and to enjoy writing as an expression of who they are.  

