MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER READING 
Students are expected to read three books this summer.  Two books must be chosen from the following grade-specific list, but the third book may be one of their own choosing.  Students are then required to complete a book report for each of the 3 books, one of which will be presented to the class.  Two of the book reports must be summaries.  See the following website for guidelines:  http://mrshatzi.com/files/storysummary.pdf.  (I would also like for them to be typed:  Times Roman, 12 point, double-spaced, with student’s name, class, and project in the upper left and SMCS and date in the upper right.)  The third book report will be presented to the class and may take many forms:  diorama, puppet show, diary entry, etc.  A list of creative options follows.  Projects will be due the first week of school.
6th Grade—Painting Pictures withWords:  The Beauty of the English Sentence
Anne of Green Gables (and any other in the series) by L.M. Montgomery

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
Because of Winn Dixie  by Kate DiCamillo

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
The Call of the Wild by Jack London
The Ghost Belonged to Me by Richard Peck
The Giver  by Lois Lowry

Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell

The Green Glass Sea by Ellen Klages
Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift
The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell

Ivanhoe by Sir Walter Scott
Kira-Kira by Cynthia Kadohata

Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder (and any others in the series)

Little Women, Little Men, Joe’s Boys by Louisa May Alcott

The Lord of the Rings (any in the trilogy) by J.R.R. Tolkien

Maniac Magee  by Jerri Spinelli
The Merry Adventures of Robinhood by Howard Pyle
My Side of the Mountain  by Jean Craighead George

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Shilo  by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Swiss Family Robinson by Johann David Wyss

Tom's Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson

Twenty-One Balloons by William Penne DuBois
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne

Under the Blood-Red Sun by Graham Salisbury
The Upstairs Room by Johanna Reiss
Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
The Wanderer by Sharon Creech
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
White Fang by Jack London
The Yearling by Margorie Kinnan Rawlings
7th Grade—Gaining Perspective:  Seeing the World Through Another’s Eyes
A Boy Called Slow:  the True Story of Sitting Bull by Joseph Bruchac

Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt
A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Newton Peck
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  by Mark Twain

Animal Farm by George Orwell
Anne Frank:  Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
Banner in the Sky  by James Ramsey Ullman 

Because of Winn Dixie  by Kate DiCamillo

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

Emma by Jane Austen

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
The Hunchback of Notre Dame by Victor Hugo
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling
The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman
National Velvet  by Enid Bagnold

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemmingway

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor  
Shilo  by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Silas Marner by George Eliot

Sounder by William Howard Armstrong

The Three Muskateers  by Alexander Dumas

Tangerine by Edward Bloor

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells
Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame
The Wizard of Oz by Frank Baum
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

8th Grade—Building Character:  Facing Life’s Challenges
1984 by George Orwell

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Arthur Conan Doyle
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

All the King's Men by Robert Penn Warren
Animal Farm by George Orwell
A Separate Peace by John Knowles

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle
Billy Budd by Herman Melville
Bless the Beasts and Children by Glendon Swarthout
The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier

The Count of Montecristo by Alexandre Dumas
Death Be Not Proud by John Gunther
Dracula by Bram Stroker

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Galapagos by Kurt Vonnegut
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

The Hobbit, or There and Back Again by J.R.R. Tolkien

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
Intruder in the Dust by William Faulkner

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery
The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien
Moby Dick by Herman Melville
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

The Pearl by John Steinbeck
The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde

The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain
Rebecca  by Daphne Du Maurier

The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane

The Red Pony by John Steinbeck
Silas Marner by George Eliot

Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut
The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson

Tangerine by Edward Bloor
BOOK REPORT IDEAS—You may choose one of the following or come up with a creative idea of your own.
1. Write a diary that one of the story's main characters might have kept before, during, or after the book's events. Remember that the character's thoughts and feelings are very important in a diary. 

2. Prepare an oral report of 5 minutes. Give a brief summary of the plot and describe the personality of one of the main characters. Be prepared for questions from the class. 

3. Construct a diorama (three-dimensional scene which includes models of people, buildings, plants, and animals) of one of the main events of the book. Include a written description of the scene.
4. Make several sketches of some of the scenes in the book and label them. 

5. Construct puppets and present a show of one or more interesting parts of the book. 

6. Dress as one of the characters and act out a characterization. 

7. Write a book review as it would be done for a newspaper. ( Be sure you read a few before writing your own.) 

8. Write a feature article (with a headline) that tells the story of the book as it might be found on the front page of a newspaper in the town where the story takes place. 

9. Write a letter (10-sentence minimum) to the main character of your book asking questions, protesting a situation, and/or making a complaint and/or a suggestion. This must be done in the correct letter format. 

10. If the story of your book takes place in another country, prepare a travel brochure using pictures you have found or drawn. 

11. Write a FULL (physical, emotional, relational) description of three of the characters in the book. Draw a portrait to accompany each description. 

12. Create a mini-comic book relating a chapter of the book. 

13. Make an advertising poster about the book using two or more of the following media: paint, crayons, chalk, paper, ink, real materials. 

14. Design costumes for dolls and dress them as characters from the book. Explain who these characters are and how they fit in the story. 

15. Design a book jacket for the book. I STRONGLY suggest that you look at an actual book jacket before you attempt this. 

16. Create a newspaper for your book. Summarize the plot in one article, cover the weather in another, do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in another. Include an editorial and a collection of ads that would be pertinent to the story. 

17. Do a collage/poster showing pictures or 3-d items that related to the book, and then write a sentence or two beside each one to show its significance. 

18. Use magazine photos to make a collage about the story 

19. Make a flip-book about the story. 

20. Make a character tree, where one side is event, symmetrical side is emotion or growth. 

21. Retell part of the story from a different point of view 

22. Pretend that you are going to join the characters in the story. What things will you need to pack? Think carefully, for you will be there for a week, and there is no going back home to get something! Bring in your suitcase and explain why you chose to pack what you did.
23. Make a box and fill it with particularly descriptive passages from the story.  Be prepared to share these with the class.
24. Make a dictionary with new vocabulary words from the story.
25. Using information in a book to make a scrapbook about the subject. 

26. Write the first paragraph (or two) for a sequel. Outline what would happen in the rest of book. 

27. Keep a reading journal and record your thoughts at the end of each chapter.
28. Find a song or a poem that relates to the theme of your book. Explain the similarities. 

29. For fun, exaggerate either characteristics or events and write a tabloid-style news story related to your book. 

30. Create a trivia game with at least 20 questions.
31. Rewrite the story as a picture book. Use simple vocabulary so that it may be enjoyed by younger students. 

32. Make a crossword puzzle using ideas from a book. Need at least 25 entries. 

33. Write a theme song for your story. (extra marks if presented in class) 

34. Write a poem (or poems) about your story. 

35. Make a "wanted" poster for one of the characters or objects in your book. Include the following: (a) a drawing or cut out picture of the character or object, (b) a physical description of the character or object, (c) the character's or object's misdeeds (or deeds?), (d) other information about the character or object which is important, (e) the reward offered for the capture of the character or object. 

36. Research and write a 1 page report on the geographical setting of your story. Include an explanation as to why this setting was important to the effect of the story. 

37. Make a test for the book you read. Include 10 true-false, 10 multiple choice, and 2 short essay questions. After writing the test, provide the answers for your questions. 

38. Plan a party for the characters in the book you read. In order to do this, complete each of the following tasks: (a) Design an invitation to the party which would appeal to all of the characters. (b) Imagine that you are five of the characters in the book and tell what each would wear to the party. (c) Tell what food you would serve and why. (d) Tell what games or entertainment you will provide and why your choices are appropriate. (e) Tell how three of the characters will act at the party. (f) What kind of a party is this? (birthday, housewarming, un-birthday, anniversary, etc.) 

39. In The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield describes a good book as one that "when you're done reading it, you wish the author that wrote it was a terrific friend of yours and you could call him up on the phone whenever you felt like it." Imagine that the author of the book you read is a terrific friend of yours. Write out an imaginary telephone conversation between the two of you in which you discuss the book you read and other things as well. 

40. Make a list of at least ten proverbs or familiar sayings. Now decide which characters in the book you read should have followed the suggestions in the familiar sayings and why. 

41. Make a paper doll likeness of one of the characters in the book you read. Design at least threes costumes for this character. Next, write a paragraph commenting on each outfit; tell what the clothing reflects about the character, the historical period and events in the book. 

42. Complete each of these eight ideas with material growing out of the book you read: This book made me wish that..., realize that..., decide that..., wonder about..., see that..., believe that ..., feel that..., and hope that... Present this in storybook form.
43. Choose an interesting character from your book. Consider the character's personality, likes and dislikes. Decide on a gift for him or her... something he or she would really like and use. Design a greeting card to go along with your gift. In the greeting, explain to your friend from the book why you selected the gift. 

44. Read the classifieds. Find something a character in your book was looking for or would like. Cut out the classified. Write a short paragraph telling why he or she needs/wants the item. Would the one advertised be a good buy for him or her? Why or Why not? 

