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Vo lume 5,  I ssue  4  

One of the distinguishing characteristics 
of the year -round calendar for schools is 
that there is always activity (learning and 
extracurricular) taking place. This results 
in our school year seemingly going by so 
much more quickly than in a traditional 
school. It really is hard to believe we are 
into the month of May and EOG testing is 
just around the corner, as is the last day 
of school for Track 1 students and staff.  

As we get ready for this end -of-the-year 
flurry of events, I look back over the past 
ten months with great pride in all that 
has been accomplished. Salem Middle 
continues to shine because of the efforts 
of our students, staff, and parents. 
Though the past several months have 
brought much anxiety with the economic 
downturn, I am optimistic tha t we will 
weather this storm and come out stronger 

From the Pri ncipalõs Desk 

on the other side. As indicated by our 
rising students numbers for 2009-10 (well 
over 1300 students), we are no longer a 
òwell-kept secret! The word is out that 
Salem Middle School offers every child a 
challenging education that prepares them 
for high school and beyond!!  

I trust that each of you will continue to 
be ambassadors for all that is good about 
Salem Middle Schooléé a dedicated staff 
of professionals that cares about each 
student and wants them to be successful. 
In a time when the family is being 
attacked and strained as never before,  
our students need that extra support our 
staff can provide! Thank you for your 
continued support of Salem Middle 
School! 

Allen Ellzey, Principal  

 

 

 

Al len  E l l zey ,  Pr in c ipa l  

Tammy Press ley ,  PTA Pre s iden t  

In this Issue  

A Message from our Principal  1 

A Note from our PTA President     1-2 

EOG Proctor Update  2 

Reflections  2 

Sixth Grade News  3 

Seventh Grade News  4 

Eighth Grade News  5 

CTE Classes  5 

Salem Bands  6 

From the Art Room  6 

From the Media Center  6 

Student Services   7 

PTA News  8 

Spirit Wear                          8   

Calendar of Events  9 

Yearbooks                                    10 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

A Note from our PTA President  

Spring is in the air, which means another 
school year is winding down.  It is hard to 
believe that this year is coming to an end 
in June!  Wow, where have these past 
five years gone?  It seems like just 
yesterday that my son was a rising 
seventh grader, and I was helping open 
Salem Middle school.  Yet it really is May 
of 2009 and my daughter is ending her 
eighth grade year!   

It is with very mixed emotions that I 
write this final newsletter article as your 
PTA president.  These past five years 
have been tru ly amazing, and I feel very 
blessed to have been a part of such a 
wonderful school and PTA board.  When I 
was first asked in 2004 to serve as 
president for a new school, I reluctantly 
said yes.  Even though I was very familiar 
with the middle school enviro nment, I 
really knew very little about PTA.  In 
spite of my lack of knowledge, I fearfully 
agreed to fill the position.  While that 

year was a learning experience, it was 
also a very fun one!  So fun, that I 
consented to serving as president the 
following year, as a vice president in 
2006, and once again as president these 
past two years.   

So, as my family closes out the chapter of 
middle school education, I want to take a 
minute to thank our administration, staff, 
parents, and students for working 
togethe r to make my experience at Salem 
Middle a fantastic one!  I would also like 
to say a HUGE thank you to our FABULOUS 
PTA board.  The countless hours that they 
contribute continue to amaze me, and I 
am grateful for all their dedication and 
help in making my job easier!  I could not 
have possibly done this job without each 
and every one of you!  Know that you are 
greatly loved and appreciated!  For those 
of you continuing to serve on next yearõs 
board, as well as all the new members, I 
wish you the best of luc k!  I hope that 

I will truly miss 

Salemñthe warm 

environment, the 

smiles from all the 

staff, the 

dedication to 

quality education, 

and especially the 

feeling of home.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

you, too, find Salem to be as awesome 
as I have! 

While I am sad to leave such a 
wonderful place, I am excited to see 
what the future holds for my children as 
one begins high school and the other 
starts his senior year.  I will truly miss 
Salemñthe warm environment, the 
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smiles from all the staff, the dedication 
to quality education, and especially the 
feeling of home.  Thank you all for 
making these past five years so very 
special, not only for me, but for my 
children as well!!  

Tammy Pressley, PTA President 

 

A Note from our PTA President (Continued)  
 

Thanks to everyone who has generously 
offered their time  to proctor the EOGs in 
May and June, we are happy to announce 
that we have filled all 180+ slots!   
However, we do have an additional need 
as outlined below:  

Early this month, the State Board of 
Education decided to make the once 
optional Retest1 now a requirement for 
all students scori ng a level 2 on the 
EOG's.  What this means is that all 
students who score a level 2 on any part 
of their EOG must re-take that part 
again.  Test Coordinators are not allowed 
to turn in our student answer sheets until 
the Friday of the big testing week (Ma y 
15 and June 12).  On that day, we will 
receive all our student scores and will 
know who needs retesting.   We then have 

EOG Proctor Update  

that day plus the following Monday to 
plan for the retest.    

 Not knowing how many of our students 
will fall into this category,  we wil l not 
know how many proctors we will need 
until that Friday.   If you are flexible to 
help out for our retest1  with only 2 days 
notice, please email 
sherrysilcox@yahoo.com. Retest1 for 
Track 1 will be May 19-21 and for Tracks 
2,3,4 w ill be June16-18.  We will comp ile 
a list of those of you willing to proctor 
and will e -mail or call you that Friday 
before restest1 to let you know if we 
defin itely need your help or not.  

Sherry Silcox 

  

 

Reflections  
 
 won second place at State level in the 

Video Production category. 
Congratulations Clay! 

Jackie Carré, Reflections Chair  

 

NCPTA has announced the state winners 
for the Reflections Contest.  Out of  18 
Wake County entries that the District 
advanced to the State level, Wake County 
had 12 State winners, including our very 
own Salem Spartan, Clay Connors!  Clay 

parents will go directly to our school, so 
make sure you mention that you are from 
Salem!  Come out and enjoy some 
delicious ice cream and fellowship!  

 

 

Spirit Night  
 

Mark your calendars now for our next 
Salem Spirit Night!  It will be held at 
Ritaõs Ice in the Beaver Creek shopping 
center on Tuesday night, May 12

th
  from 

5:00 until 9:00 pm.  A portion of all sales 
for Salem Middle students, staff, and 

If you are flexible to 

help out for our 

retest1 with only 2 

days notice, please 

email 

sherrysilcox@yahoo.com. 

Retest1 for Track 1 

will be May 19 -21 

and for Tracks 2,3,4 

will be June16 -18. 

mailto:sherrysilcox@yahoo.com
mailto:sherrysilcox@yahoo.com
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Math:  

The 6
th

  grade mathematicians have been 
plugging and chugging their way through 
algebraic expressions! While working w ith 
algebra they have been stepping their 
way through 2 step equations, racing 
through ratios, and powering through 
properties. The sixth graders have been 
function machines while inputting and 
outputting data. As we begin working 
with inequalities, the st udents will find 
that all expressions will not be created 
equally. The sixth grade masterminds will 
wrap up their mathematical journey by 
reviewing for the end of grade tests.   

Science:  

 Students will continue studying 
ecosystems during the 4

th
 quarter.  

They will conclude the year in space by 
exploring the solar system, the laws of 
gravity, and the history of the space 
program through a variety of out of this 
world activities.  Our mission through 
space will conclude by viewing Apollo 13 
to reinforce the studentõs learning 
experience and understanding of space, 
as well as the exploration of the moon.  

Karla Faulk, Krystal Kreger, Michael 
Cheslek, Lori Hannula, Mark  Moldovan, 
Kevin Coulter, Tina Gallucci,  Tad 
Sherman, Bill Ferriter  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Grade Math and  Science 

In 6
th

 grade language arts this quarter 
students will complete a variety of 
activities. These will include poetry 
projects, evaluation essays, and 
literature circles. Students will also take 
part in lessons to review key language 
arts concepts for the End of Grade tests.  

South America will be the focus of social 
studies instruction in 4

th
 quarter. From 

Sixth Grade Language Arts and Social Studies  
 

wikis to learning stations, students will 
learn about the unique people and places 
of this con tinent.  

The 6
th

 grade Battle of the Books 
competition will take place for Tracks 1, 
3, and 4 in the auditorium on Tuesday, 
May 19

th
 from 10:30-12:00pm.  

Marcy Russell 

 

 

On April 3
rd

  over 600 sixth grade students 
from Salem and Apex Middle were able to 
talk to 20 different professionals at the 
annual Salem/Apex Truck Fair .  Truck 
Fairs are one of many academically 
motivating activities designed to give 
children an inside look at the world of 
work.  Most of the drivers and business 
hosts who participated spoke to students 
about how they use math, science, 
technology and other disciplines in their 
jobs.  Students were allowed to go in 
some of the vehicles and actually blow a 
horn or two !  Career exploration is the 
focus of career development at the 
middle school level.    

 I welcome your feedback and suggestions 
for career development events.   If you 
would like to be a part of the Apex 
Business Alliance, have suggestions or 
would like to volunteer for career 
activities next year, please contact me at 
367-2467 or ssmith7@wcpss.net.   

Sharon Smith 

Career Connection : Sixth Graders Participate in Truck Fair  
 
 

mailto:ssmith7@wcpss.net
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7
th

 grade language arts students have 
been busy in 4

th
 quarter!   Students 

explored the genre of poetry by reading 
classic poems, and they wrote many 
poems of their own.   We had a poet in 
residence, Mr. Philip Shabazz, who 
worked with the students during this 
unit.   Mr. Shabazz helped students 
develop and revi se their original poems 

Seventh Grade Language Arts 
 which they compiled into a poetry 

anthology.  Students also participated in 
literature groups.   Each group read 
common texts, and group meetings 
focused on the discussion of specific 
aspects of the texts  such as plot, conflict, 
and character motivation.   We will wrap 
up the quarter with a n engaging novel 
unit!  

Amanda Everette 

 

 

Math 7:  After our data analysis unit, 
students take their understanding of 
solving equations to the next level and 
get busy solving multi -step equations and 
inequalities that involve combining l ike 
terms and the distributive property.  
Students also work on setting up and 
solving equation and inequality word 
problems.  The last unit of the year 
involves functions and algebraic 
reasoning both through graphing, 
patterns, and the use of formulas .  

Pre-Algebra: Major topic s of study in the 
4

th
 quarter  are linear functions , slope, 

and x and y intercepts.  Students learned 
various ways to represent and graph a 
function including the use of slope -
intercept form.  Next students learn 
about two and three -dimensional 
geometry as it relates to volume and 

Seventh Grade Math  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

surface area.  Students will also solve 
problems relating to  data analysis 
including measures of central tendency 
and box and whisker plots.  We will 
conclude the year with square root 
applications such as the Pythagorean 
Theorem.    

As we prepare for the EOG test, we will 
review our major topics of the year and 
spiral back to the concepts that were 
shown to be most challenging for 
students.  

After the EOG test we will work on topics 
to prepare students for the math topics 
they will see next school year, which is 
just a few weeks away! 

Mrs. Beazlie, Mr. Conroy, Ms. Duffy, Mr. 
McMahon 

 

During fourth quarter, the seventh grade 
social studies classes have been making 
their way through Asia and a region we 
call ANOA, an acronym for Australia, New 
Zealand, Oceania, and Antarctica.  
Students have done many engaging 
activities , including a Character Collage 
group project centered on the religions of 
East Asia.  We will wrap up the year with 

Seventh Grade Social Studies  
our study of ANOA, and students will be 
able to choose specific aspects of the 
region that they want to explore further.  
Each student will then complete a self-
guided activity based on the topic of 
their choice.  Overall, it has been a busy 
and exciting year in the world of social 
studies! 

Amanda Everette 

 

 
This quarter, the 7

th
 graders can be found 

among the many famous mathematicians 
and scientists while studying the basics of 
physics.  Who knows, we may be training 
future engineers!  Our little Newtons will 
be investigating simple machines, 
motion, forces, and Newtonõs Laws of 
Motion.  This unit incorporates several 
mathematics skills such as problem 
solving and applying mathematical 

Seventh Grade Science 

formulas.  Many labs and activities will 
keep the students involved in active 
learning during this final quarter.  
Students will be completing a final 
project illustrating the basic laws of 
physics which will finish off the unit and 
the 2008 - 2009 school year! 

Shannon Taylor 

 

Our  poet in 

residence, Mr. Philip 

Shabazz  worked 

with the 7 th  grade 

students during the 

poetry unit.    



Wow!  The year is almost over and our 8
th

 
graders have grown physically and 
mentally since the long, hot days of last 
July!  We are closing the year with a 
study of the changes in modern North 
Carolina since WWII.  Students have 
worked on a project that studies one area 
of modern NC and analyzed the changes 

Eighth Grade Social Studies ð Track 1  
Mathematics  

 
 
 
 
 
 

in that area in the last 60 years.  We all 
look forward to end of year activities and 
our awards day on June 2

nd
.  We hope to 

see as many of you there as possible.  
Thanks for sharing your wonderful 
students with us this year!   

Chris Baker 
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Weõre halfway through the fourth quarter 
and CTE classes are going great! 

In Keyboarding/Computer Literacy, the 
students have finished learning how to 
key using the touch method and the 
computer literacy topics ð hardware and 
software, types of computers, storage 
devices, information processing, etc.  
After the computer unit, we  began a very 
valuable portion of the course ð the 
document processing unit, in which 
students learn how to create specific 
types of documents.   

The Business Computer Technology I 
students have completed several 
software application units, including 
desktop publishing, word processing, 
spreadsheets, and computer technology. 
The next applications they will learn are 

CTE Classes 
 

database and multimedia.  

In Business Computer Technology II, the 
eighth graders are finishing a graphics 
unit. Using Photoshop software, the 
students created, manipulated, and 
animated images. Next up, we will use 
HTML to program web pages. Students 
will apply logic skills as they learn about 
structuring programming code. And 
theyõll create some excellent web pages, 
too!  

We will be administering the CTE Post 
Assessments beginning in May. (This is the 
end-of -course state exam that was 
previously named VoCATS.)  All 
Keyboarding/Computer Literacy and BCT I 
students are required to take the exam.  

Brian Fisher 

 

 

Track 3 8
th

 Grade Ventured to Washington, DC!  
Mathematics  

 
 
 
 
 
 

In early April, Track 3 eighth graders 
traveled to Washington, DC. They toured 
the new Marine Corps Museum and 9/11 
Memorial ð both were powerful 
experiences. Students also toured The 
White House, The US Capitol, the 
Smithsonian Museums, the Newseum, and 
all the monuments. Students, tea chers, 
and chaperones were able to see the 
world -famous cherry blossoms cast their 
characteristic pink petals over the Tidal 
Basin. One of the most memorable 

moments of the trip was when four of the 
students had the privilege to lay a wreath 
dedicated by Salem Middle School at the 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington Cemetery. Students concluded 
their trip with a visit to the US Holocaust 
Memorial where they were able to meet a 
Holocaust survivor. The trip was a success 
and a wonderful experience th at will be 
remembered by all.  

Margaret  Feldman 
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Salem Bands 
 
Congratulations to the 8

th
 Grade Band and 

the Jazz Band!  Both bands earned 
straight superior ratings at the Smoky 
Mountain Music Festival on May 1

st
 with 

the Jazz Band taking 1
st
 place and the 8

th
 

Grade Band taking 3
rd

 place.   Special 
recognition from the judges went 
to Forrest Ashworth, Daniel Salgado, Matt 
Hall, Eric Luke, Christine Chuang, Lauren 
Bowyer, Nirmal Ravirajan, Bailey 
DiSimone, Kyle Malone, Blake Fulton, 
Mansi Shah, Mary Kasper, the horn 
section, and the clarinet section for their 
outstanding solos and performance.    Our 
students behaved exceptionally well!   Our 
chaperones were fantastic!   Great job 
Salem Bands!  

Congratulations to Michaela Hinks, Saif 
Hassan, Devrim Goktan, and Tyler 
Rumple!  They made the North Carolina 
All-State Honors Band.  This means they 
are among the very best young musicians 
in the state.   Michaela Hinks and Saif 
Hassan earned first chair, which means 

they both came in #1 in the state.   Four 
out of four eligible for auditions from 
Salem made it, which is a new record for 
Salem.  They perfomed beautifully and 
behaved superbly.  Michaela, Tyler, 
Devrim, and Saif represented Salem in a 
great way on the state level!  

Congratulations to our Solo and Ensemble 
Festival participants!   Jessica Mohr and 
Michaela Hinks earned Superior ratings on 
their duets  and solos.  Our Flute Choir 
(Dana Harviala, Mansi Shah, Piyanka 
Saha, Michelle Matthews, Brittany Jones) 
and Clarinet Choir (Yuming Shi, Jin Woo 
Ok, Rukmini Deva, Savannah Sutherland, 
Bailey DeSimone, Dakota Lee) earned 
Excellent ratings.   Way to go, soloists and 
small ensembles! 

Bobby Hinson 

The week of May 4-8, the 7
th

 and 8
th

 
grade art students enjoyed working with 
professional artist Leni Newell to create 
richly layered surfaces that will become 
strong abstract collages.   This residency 
encouraged students to "think outside the 
box", see beyond the obvious and learn 
how to to turn the concrete into the 
abstract.   Students worked with Japanese 
rice papers and a variety of media in new 
and different ways.   Constructive 

From the Art Room : Artist -in -Residence, Leni Newell!  

critiquing was ongoing. Elements of good 
design and presentation techniques  were 
also discussed.   

 I've got quite a lot of art work that needs 
to be picked up from the art room.   
Please remind your students to stop by  to 
collect what is theirs!   (first and second 
semester students!!)  

Nancy Icardi 

 

Media Center to Host Book Fair at Barnes & Noble  
 
 Mark your calendars, and shop at the Cary 

Barnes & Noble anytime on May 28, 29, & 
30.  Make sure to mention Salem Middle 
School at checkout, and a percentage of 
all sales will go to the Media Center.   We 
will use the proceeds to buy new books 
for our students.   So far, we have the 
following events scheduled at Barnes & 
Noble for your enjoyment:  

Thursday, May 28, 7:00 p.m. -- Salem 

Jazz Band 

Friday, May 29, 7:00 p.m. -- Salem Blue 
Notes singers 

Saturday, May 30, 11:00 a.m. -- author 
Dakota Lee, Salem Middle student 

Salem student artwork will also be on 
display during the book fair.  

Debbie Dupree, Teresa Brantley 

Media Center 
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Two Salem Middle seventh graders have 
qualified for Grand Recognition in the 2009  
Duke University Talent Identification 
Program (TIP), and 39 have merited State 
Recognition. A total of 61 SMS students 
participated this year in TIP, which 
identifies academically advanced students 
based on their  outstanding performance on 
the SAT or ACT college entrance exams. 

Bruce Yang and Christopher Yuan garnered 
Grand Recognition by scoring as well as or 
better than 90 percent of the high school 
juniors or seniors who took these same 
exams. They represent tw o percent of the 
entire Duke TIP 7

th
 Grade Talent Search. 

State Recognition honorees who scored at or 
above the national average on at least one 
part of the SAT or ACT include (listed 
alphabetically) Christina Alba, Raghav Balu, 
Samay Bhalodia, Tyler Bone, Hayley Braun, 

Duke TIP and Salem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua Chung, Antoinette Disano, Austin Dunn, 
Yiyang He,  Sam Horlick, Hyun Jang, Monica 
Jones, Sara Knowlson, Colby Lalicker, Terrence 
Laster, Eniola Lawal, Matthew Lewine, Steven 
Liao, Henrik Lindvall, Kristen Linscott,  Uma 
Mengale, Mariana Oliveira, Anna Paluzzi, Polina 
Pechnikova, Alysa Rogacki, Carrie Schellenberger, 
Yuming Shi, Paul Shim, Sonum Tharwani, Jordan 
Ulmer, Sneha Venkatraman, Olivia Williams, 
Jennifer Wu, William Xue, Bruce Yang, Sarah 
Yarosh, Christopher Yuan, Eugene Zboichyk, and 
Caroline Zhang. 

They and their families have been invited to a TIP 
recognition ceremony to celebrate their 
achievement. Those who need more information 
can access full details at 
www.tip.duke.edu/cer emonies.  Students who 
qualified at the highest level may also attend 
Duke TIPõs summer educational programs.  

Karen Shannon 

 

The EOGõs and the end of school can be a stressful time for our students. Students may be worried about grades, 
friendships, parents, the economy, EOGõs, sports performances, next yearéthe list goes on! Help your child stay in 
balance by keeping lines of c ommunication open.  

¶ Encourage your teen to talk about what he or she is going through, and be willing to listen.   Don't just jump 
to conclusions and give advice.   Depending on the situation, your teen may not want advice -- just to be 
understood.  Even if a problem seems small to you, it may be a major concern for your child.    

¶ Offer reassurance, encouragement, and support.   Be willing to provide verbal or physical comfort, but don't be 
discouraged if your teen rejects your effort or is irritable.   These are normal reactions to stress.   Be patient and 
let your child know you're available if he or she needs you.  

¶ Continue to provide structure, stability, and predictability.   Within reason, stick to the same rules, 
boundaries, roles, and routines.  

¶ Encourage you r teen to participate in activities normally enjoyed.  Support involvement in positive and pro -
social activities (e.g., sports, volunteer work,  art classes, church).  

¶ Model effective stress management and coping skills.  

http://www.focusas.com/Stress.html  

 

EOG Test Taking Tips! 

Help your child to:  

¶ Go to bed on time.  

¶ Eat a good breakfast.  

¶ Think of what they will do to relax after they get home from school.  

¶ Think Positive! Remind them that they have  worked hard all year, be confident!  

Please contact your childõs counselor with any concerns or questions. We are here to assist you!  

Kerri Bridges   kbridges@wcpss.net   367-2469    6th grade 

Barbara Van Oostrum bvanoostrum@wcpss.net   367- 2462   7th grade 

Jerry Decker  jdecker@wcpss.net   367-2463     8th grade 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tip.duke.edu/ceremonies
mailto:kbridges@wcpss.net
mailto:bvanoostrum@wcpss.net
mailto:jdecker@wcpss.net


 

GGGOOOOOODDD   NNNEEEWWWSSS!!!      YYYOOOUUU   CCCAAANNN   GGGEEETTT   AAA   JJJUUUMMMPPP   OOONNN   TTTHHHEEE   
222000000999---222000111000   SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL   YYYEEEAAARRR!!! 

 
Does your child need a new PE uniform? 

Have they grown out of their uniform from this year?   
Does their uniform stand upright in a corner?  

Worse yet, has it taken on a life of its own? 
�2�U���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���Q�D�P�H���L�Q���L�W�" 

 
We are here and ready to get your child  

 a new PE uniform in a FLASH!!! 
 

PE T-shirts $5 
PE Gym Shorts $10 

 
�2�X�U���S�L�Q�N���W�H�H�V���D�U�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���0�R�W�K�H�U�·�V���'�D�\���J�L�I�W���D�Q�G���J�\�P���V�K�R�U�W�V���P�D�N�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���J�L�I�W���I�R�U���'�D�G�V���I�R�U��

�)�D�W�K�H�U�·�V���'�D�\�� 
Pics of all Spirit wear are available online at 

http://www.teacherweb.com/NC/SalemMiddleSchool/PTA/gallery1.stm  
 

Form to order items found at  
http://www .teacherweb.com/NC/SalemMiddleSchool/PTA/photo1.stm   

 
Contact Jenny Cass (363-1977) or Peggi Smith (462-1491)  

with any questions or concerns. 

Page 9 of 12 The Spartan Scroll  Around the School  Page 8 of 10 The Spartan Scroll  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PTA News 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers of the Month  
 Congratulation to the Uma Venkatraman 
and Angela Isgett for being SMS Volunteer 
Winners for the Month of Feb ruary and 
March.  Uma is our Feb winner and Angela 
is our  March winner.   Both ladies were 
given an Easter basket filled with goodies 
and a Starbucks Gift certificate.   Thank 
you both for all the time and energy you 
give to so many people at Salem Middle 
school.  We greatly appreciate all you do!  

 You too can have a chance at becoming 
the next volunteer of the Month.   Every 
time you volunteer, your name will be 
entered into a drawing for that month's 
volunteer of the mo nth.   Volunteer today 
to be eligible.    

Eileen Clute and Marsha Johnston, 
Awards Committee  

 


