Writing a Research Question

This is a VERY IMPORTANT piece of your project.

You have done the background research to become familiar with your topic, now it is time to focus on a specific aspect of your topic.  Now it is time to formulate a research question- A question that will help you focus your research.

After your research question is written, your task will be to find information and historical materials that will allow you to answer the question.  
Your research question and your thesis will be displayed on your exhibit.  All of the information, pictures, and historical material you place on your exhibit will need to help you prove your thesis.
Things to think about when trying to come up with a good research question:

· What aspect of your project do you want to focus on?

· What about your topic do you think do you think is the most important?

· What about your topic is the most interesting to you?

Examples-
Topic: Salem Witch Trials

Research Question: “Did the courts of Massachusetts provide Rebecca Nurse with a fair trial?”

Topic: New England Mill Girls

Research Question:  “How and why did  New England Mill Girls fight for better working conditions in the 1800’s?”

Topic: Boston Massacre

Research Question: “What caused the Boston Massacre?”

Topic: The Battle of Yorktown 1781

Research Question:  “What factors led to an American victory at the battle of Yorktown?”

