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Dragon Action

1. The terrible dragon Smaug protects the jewels in Tolkien’s The Hobbit. Compare Smaug to any other dragon about whom you’ve read.

2. In heraldry, the dragon symbolizes strength. King Arthur marched under a dragon banner. Research the use of the dragon on battle standards of the English kings.

3. Before Columbus and the age of discovery, sailors refused to sail into unknown seas because they were afraid of encountering dragons and other sea monsters. Old maps are described as showing uncharted areas filled with scary creatures. Recreate one of these maps.

4. Hercules’ eleventh task was to kill the dragon Ladon in the Garden of the Hesperides. Research this mythological tale and write a one-page summary of it.

5. Many Christian saints are pictured as dragon slayers. Research St. George, St. Michael, St. Philip, St. Keyne, or any other and summarize your findings.

6. In Greek mythology, Cadmus killed a dragon and something incredible happened. Research this legend, illustrate it, and be able to give an oral report to your class.

7. Research the use of the dragon on ancient Norse vessels and illustrate your findings. Be able to explain the rationale behind their using the dragon.

8. Roman legions adopted the dragon as a military emblem in the first century. It was seen as both a protective influence and a fearsome one. Use reference materials to determine whether the dragon emblem did its job. Write at least one page.

9. Write an ad for a dragon slayer. Be sure to include a listing of the qualities you expect I the applicant and describe the dragon and the problem the dragon ahs created Illustrate your ad.

10. In German legend, Siegfried was told to bathe in the blood of a dragon. Why? Tell Siegfried’s story to the class.

