GETTING STARTED WORKSHEET

STORYTELLING

GATE: Mrs. Mazza

Write the anecdote/memory in a few short sentences or phrases.

(Try telling it in three minutes or less.)

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What type of story do you think this will be? (Ex. Funny, bittersweet, inspirational, heroic, life affirming, poignant.) You may change your mind after working with it.

Choose no more than two adjectives. ________________________________________________________

Choose a short “working” title for your story._________________________________________________

WHO:

STORIES ARE ABOUT CHARACTERS

Who is your main character/s? Choose no more than two.

Name________________________
One-line description_______________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Who is the narrator of your story? What is your relationship to the viewpoint character?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

WHAT:

What happens to your main character/s (plot)? What is their goal?

Your character needs to: struggle with a problem (mental or physical), learn a lesson, or develop a new perspective.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Frame your story in a time and a place.

WHEN:

When does this story take place?

Specific date, year or decade, and if it’s not in the present, three little facts to help take your audience to that time.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

WHERE:

Main locations(s) and three little visual details to help the audience imagine the place.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

WHY:

Why is your main character in this predicament? What are the problems (external) or flaws (internal) in their character? It’s their flaws that makes us love, hate, or be interested in them.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

I think this would be a better story if:

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestions: 1. Create bigger problems or flaws. 2. Add dialogue.

How does your story END?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

EDIT---EDIT---EDIT--- (one-on-one exercise, tape recorder, on paper)

