I Have Learned this from Playing the Stock Market Challenge…

RECOLLECTION
ANALYSIS

SYNTHESIS

METACOGNITION

· 70/20/10 budgeting is a life skill. After paying taxes,

· 70% is for basic needs

· 20% can be divided into paying off debt and investments

· 10% is for lifelong savings, for retirement

· How to use the Value Line Investment Survey
· How to make complex decisions using multiple criteria
· How to use the www.google.com/finance portfolio utility
· How to identify the industries that are doing the best right now by going to the “Timely Stocks in Timely Industries” page. “Timely Stocks in Timely Industries” in the Value Line Investment Survey lists the industries that are about to perform the best in the next months. 

· How to identify the companies in those industries that are doing the best right now

· How to analyze each company from the photocopy of that company’s page in the Survey
· The three essential questions to answer with the (National Association of Investment Counselors) NAIC method
· Is the company making money over 7 years?

· Are the earnings per share (EPS) going up over 7 years?

· Are the prices of the stock going up over 7 years?

· That it’s important to watch the action of a stock in its chart over a one-year period before deciding to buy it.

· How to determine the “buy” price and the “sell” price of a stock

· Doing the work IS essential

· Sometimes you have to take risks to succeed

· We learned new ways to do research.  We learned how to use www.google.com/finance, www.yahoo.com/finance, www.msn.com/finance, and the Value Line Investment Survey.
· The Education industry is doing well right now because when the economy is struggling, people go to school to improve their job prospects. Education is essential.
· We learned how to find out which industries are about to perform the best in the next few months by checking the Value Line Investment Survey on the “Timely Stocks in Timely Industries” page.

· The Food Wholesale industry does well in an economic downturn because people turn to less expensive stores from which to buy food. Food is essential.
· It’s important to have goals, in the game and in life

· Never use the money invested in stocks to pay for basic needs. Investment money is money that you can afford to lose, if things go badly. It should never be what you need to live on.

· The Stock Market Challenge is not as easy as I thought.
· We learned that it’s important to work together in class, and also to work for our team outside of class time.

· Buy stocks at a low price and sell at a high price, when the price of the stock is going up

· The stock market can be both a place that can help you financially, and also can be a very dangerous place for money

· Stock prices can change erratically – suddenly and in unexpected ways. It can be unpredictable.
· If a company does a stock split, it’s usually a good sign for the health of the company

· It’s important to check on the stocks daily

· It’s important to keep up on the news that might affect the team’s portfolio
· Sell a stock if it goes down by 7.5% - find this by multiplying the price of the stock by .925.

· Never have all of my money in one stock.  Teams should diversified their portfolios.
· Do all the research carefully
· It’s best to do this game in a group

· We learned how to work with a group on a difficult subject.

· We learned that it’s important to talk to your group before making a decision.

· Every member of the group needs to do his/her job

· Don’t expect one person to do all the work 
· Companies are affected by the economy (ex: GMCR – people still drink coffee, even in an economic downturn)

· Companies will use trains more to transport goods when fuel prices are high, and perhaps in an economic downturn.
I Would Change this About How We Played the Game…

RECOLLECTION

ANALYSIS

METACOGNITION
· Increase my knowledge about the stock market before the game begins

· Contact one another through multiple means, such as texting, phone, and e-mail

· Put in more effort.  Sometimes we were lazy.
· Come to class better prepared

· Spend all of the $100,000 that each team is given

· Buy more shares of CSX and AAPL because they were doing well during the game

· Talk to team members more during the week. This would keep everyone motivated and the team members would know what the others are doing
· Teams should cooperate more – there was too much squabbling

· Take our jobs more seriously.  If each team member had completed his/her job effectively, each team would have done better.  We need all the team members to do a good job for the team to succeed.

· All members of the team should agree on something before any action is taken.

· Team members need to be encouraged and urged into doing their jobs by the other members of the team
· Go to the library to get information on more companies that might have been good picks
· Complete the worksheets for two companies for each class

· Make sure that the current portfolio stocks are continuing to do well

· Read more articles about news that may affect our team’s stocks

· Sell a stock that is doing poorly – don’t wait

· Not give up on a company right away. Some stocks might decline in a short period, but it’s the ten weeks of the game that we’re interested in. 

· Don’t wait to buy good stocks – buy right away and spend a lot of money on them. This would give the stocks time in the game to earn the maximum amount of money
· Don’t depend on income from stocks for living expenses

