STORYTELLING INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Mrs. Mazza/ GATE

East Brunswick Board of Education

From To Our Children’s Children by Bob Greene


DIRECTIONS

Select 1-2 questions to ask your adult family members or friends. Keep asking people until you get a story that you would like to tell. The story should be from the time that your friend was about ten years old. Your goal is to get a story! Do not write it out word for word. You may take notes, but make them simple. When you get back to class, you can tell us the idea of your story.

1. Did your grandparents live nearby? How often did you visit their homes? Did the house have a special cooking smell? Onions? Cookies? What did their couch feel like? How big was the kitchen?

2. As a child, did you get along with your parents, or was there trouble? How about your brothers and sisters? Did someone in your family cause your folks more trouble than the rest?

3. Did your father have a favorite saying you can remember repeating? How about your mother? Do you sometimes find their words coming out of your mouth?

4. Was there any place in your house that scared you? The basement? The attic? Or anyplace where you felt especially cozy, like halfway down the stairs?

5. How did you meet the friend you’re most comfortable with now? 

6. Who was your best friend in your neighborhood? Did you play at your homes, or mostly in the streets and playgrounds and fields? What do you remember about your friend’s house? About your friend’s family? Did you have a secret path you used to take to go to meet your friend?

7. Did you play house? Who were you? The mother? The father? The family dog? Did you play stickball or sandlot baseball? What position did you play? Did the boys play together with the girls?

8. Did you collect anything? Bugs, baseball cards, marbles, china figurines?

9. What was a perfect day when you were a child? 

10. Did you have chores around your house? Did you have to mow the lawn? Rake the leaves? Did you baby sit for the neighborhood kids? Did anything unusual happen while you were baby-sitting?

PLEASE NOTE: THESE QUESTIONS ARE ONLY SUGGESTIONS. IF YOU CAN THINK OF OTHER QUESTIONS, OR CAN GET A STORY THAT YOU LIKE ANOTHER WAY, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO DO IT!

ENJOY.

IMPORTANT: IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, CONTACT ME AT CMAZZA@EBNET.ORG.
