Three Cups of Tea Discussion Questions – 5th Grade Verbal 

Adapted and used with permission from Penguin and Duluth Public Library.

1. What do you know now that you did not know before you read this book?

2. What caught your attention when you read this book? Did anything surprise you?

3.  Have you ever known anyone like Greg? Discuss the various characteristics of his personality and how these help him achieve his mission to build schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

4. Greg builds the school for the children of Korphe in honor of his sister, Christa, who died at a young age. If you wanted to honor someone special to you, what would you most like to accomplish and for whom?

5. How are the lives of the children of Korphe like or different from yours?

6. Why do you think it is important that the children of Korphe have their own school? How does education make a difference in terms of an individual and a community’s future?

7. Haji Ali explains his culture to Greg in terms of “three cups of tea” –“First cup, you’re a stranger. Second cup, a friend. By the third you’re family.” What do you think about this?

8. What do you think is most interesting about Amira Mortenson’s life growing up with Greg as her father? 

9. Teachers play an important role in Three Cups of Tea. What teachers from your school, community, or family have had the most impact on your life and in what way?

10. Did this book and its story inspire and challenge you to make a more positive difference in the world? If so, what would you like to do and how?

11. Did the book change your views toward Islam or Muslims? Consider the cleric Syed Abbas, and also the cleric who called a fatwa on Mortenson. Syed Abbas implores Americans to "look into our hearts and see that the great majority of us are not terrorists, but good and simple people." Discuss this statement. Has the book inspired you to learn more about the region?

12. What is the significance of tea in this book and in the title?

13. Agree or disagree with Mortenson's statement: "When we increase literacy, we substantially reduce tensions."

14. How has this book added to your understanding of other cultures and a geographic region few Americans have an opportunity to experience firsthand?

15. Haji Ali was very wise – give several examples of his wisdom and what he taught Greg.

If you could interview Greg Mortenson, what question would you want to ask him?
Following questions taken from www.threecupsoftea.com 

Chapter 1 begins with the sentence “Greg Mortenson was lost.” How can this sentence be understood in a practical sense? How might this sentence be explained from an emotional point of view?
Haji Ali welcomes Greg with the phrase “As-salaam alaikum.” What does this phrase mean? How might this expression be understood as an important concept for the whole novel and, perhaps, for the way Greg Mortenson would like people to interact in the world?
Why does Greg decide to build a school for the children of Korphe? In whose home does Greg intend to build the school? If you wanted to honor someone special to you, what would you most like to accomplish and for whom?

While back in the United States, how does Greg struggle to raise money for the school in Korphe? When he finally returns to Pakistan with money, what obstacles does he face in attempting to build the school?

How does Greg feel when he returns to the United States with the school still not built? If Greg had tried to build a school in a poor part of America, how would his experience have been similar or different?

What is important about Greg’s friendships with Haji Ali, Twaha, and the other people he meets as his school-building effort grows? Do Haji Ali and Twaha behave as you might have imagined villagers behaving before you read this book? How do the descriptions of Greg’s friendships with these individuals help readers feel more connected to the people of Pakistan and Afghanistan mentioned in the book?

Why does Greg feel particularly driven to make education accessible to girls? How do the Muslim leaders with whom Greg works feel about teaching their communities’ girls? How do you think educating girls might change the lifestyles and cultures of these countries?
What cultural differences come to light in the time it takes to build the bridge and school in Korphe? What does Haji Ali do with Greg’s plumb line and account book as the building process proceeds? When the school is finished, what does Greg discover about the account keeping for the project?

How does Haji Ali explain his culture to Greg in terms of “three cups of tea”? Explain the difference between the words “uneducated” and “ignorant” in terms of the story. Which characters shared the wisest insights with Greg?
How does the mission of the Central Asia Institute (CAI) grow after Jean Hoerni’s bequest? Beyond schools, what types of institutions and projects does the CAI fund? How do the details provided about these projects help readers better understand the lives – and dreams – of Central Asian peoples?

Chapter 19 recounts the events of September 11, 2002, and concludes with a speech by Muslim leader Syed Abhas at CAI school inauguration celebration. How did reading Syed Abhas’s speech make you feel? Did you find other quotations in the book from Muslim leaders, school children, or others surprising, informative, or reassuring? Explain your answer.
In Chapter 20, Greg explains to the United States Congress that, “…terror doesn’t happen because some group of people somewhere like Pakistan or Afghanistan simply decide to hate us. It happens because children aren’t being offered a bright enough future that they had a reason to choose life over death.” Do you agree with Greg’s statement? Do you think this analysis could apply to kids who join gangs in America? How does education provide the bright future that Greg speaks of?

Amira Mortenson describes the many sacrifices her family has made so that her father, Greg, can continue to help the people of central Asia. Do you think you could make such sacrifices? Why or why not? What do you think sounds most exciting about Amira’s life? What seems most challenging?
From Hussein, the first teacher at Korphe’s new school, to the Montana teachers who help and support Amira Mortenson, teachers play an important role in Three Cups of Tea. Who do you think Greg Mortenson would consider his greatest teachers, and what did they teach him? Do you consider Greg to be one of your teachers now? What teachers from your school, community, or family have had the most impact on your life and in what way?

Do you think the main message of Three Cups of Tea can be understood as “education means hope”? What is the most important lesson you personally have learned from reading this book? Explain your answer.
 http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/goplaces 
