WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOURSELF IN PRINT?

A recent article in the Star-Ledger newspaper explains how students can get themselves published. The Tikatok site is explained below. www.tikatok.com Another site where students can be published is at www.lulu.com. Take a look at these sites, and there are others, where you may get yourself published!
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Young authors get quicker route to print
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By Meredith Galante/The Star-Ledger 
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Noah K. Murray/The Star-LedgerMatthew Colannino, 5, of Tinton Falls, touches the Tikatok screen to learn how to write and illustrate his own book.
Matthew Buckalew, of Colts Neck, age 8, begs his mother Catherine on a regular basis to staple together the pages of spaceship drawings he's made on sheets of white printer paper. 

He loves writing his own storybooks -- and his mother likes it too, although the makeshift "books" give her paper cuts.

But on a recent trip to the Barnes & Noble store in Holmdel, Matthew and his mother found a way to make their own books that look professional -- and are paper-cut free.

Tikatok is an online service that lets children write and illustrate their own storybooks -- and have them printed in hardcover format, just like a book bought in a store.

Although the Tikatok process is mostly completed online, the company has installed touch-screen kiosks in a handful of Barnes & Noble stores, in the toys-and-games section, to get children interested in writing their own books, and let them look at books other kids have created. (In the stores, the Tikatok program is currently only in demo mode; books kids work on here can't be produced.)

It was during a school book fair at the store earlier this month that the Buckalews discovered the Tikatok kiosk -- which looks like a 5-foot-tall book with a child's drawings of a spaceship in the clouds in the middle of the floor. Inscribed on the kiosk is the phrase; "Every child has a story. What's yours?"

Matthew Buckalew eagerly went to the screen and touched it. A blank book opened. Inside, he put a picture of a house, and one of a (pre-drawn) spaceship. He used his fingers to draw on the screen.

"My kids love drawing and writing books," Catherine Buckalew said. "This is a great way for them to explore and have their creativity as a keepsake. To be able to capture their imagination at this age, and give it as a gift, is really great."

The technology is new; the kiosks have been in Holmdel for less than a month, and are only featured in five Barnes & Noble stores across the country. The Holmdel location was selected for the kiosk because of its percentage of children's books sales.

The kiosks are free to use, and has one screen on either side to allow more than one child to play at once. For the littlest kids, there are holiday-themed "memory books" with simple fill-in-the-blank sentences ("My favorite part of Christmas is . . .") and slots for photos.

A "StorySpark" option for older kids offers a Mad Libs-like tale with names and details that can be changed, and spaces for illustrations. For the almost-ready-to-publish, a template for an entirely kid-written story is also available.

"This way of making books really hits every child," said Jenny Lam, director of business development for Tikatok. "If you like writing, you put words in. If you like drawing, you can insert your own pictures in. Even the smallest of children, or a child not great at writing, can tell a story through pictures."

Once created, kids -- or their parents -- can "publish" the book in one of three formats: a print-your-own e-book ($2.99), a paperback ($15 plus shipping) or a hardcover ($18 plus shipping) with a title and author's name on the spine and a (parent-supplied) "about the author" page in the back, just like a professionally produced book. The books take approximately a week to print, and a few more days to ship.

There is also a Tikatok "Book Spark" starter pack, $24.95, sold at Barnes & Noble, which offers story-creating suggestions, pages to draw on and includes the printing of one hardcover book in the price. 

Tikatok's creators decided to make the process available in stores -- eventually, kids will be able to publish their books at the kiosks -- to inspire budding authors by surrounding them with professionally published works, and the Tikatok books of other child authors, a sampling of which are tucked into the kiosks' shelves.

"We wanted to give kids a place they could feel inspired and like real writers," said Sharon Kan, the co-founder and general manager of Tikatok. "This storybook enables kids to tell their own story in their words. We put a big emphasis on their own words."
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