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The Stock Market Challenge is a very hard game to play. If you do the research and invest in the right stocks you will do well in the game. What helped my team was the Value Line Investment Survey in Large Cap Edition, Small Cap Edition and Mid Cap Edition. We looked through these publications to find different stocks to think about buying. 
Before we could buy any stocks we had to ask ourselves these important questions: has the company been making money over a seven year period; have their earnings per share been rising every year for the past seven years; and has the price of the stock gone up every year over a seven year period. After we answered those questions we used the research we had found and learned that it is important to find out the company’s rate of sales growth. 
To help us with our work we used the Value Line and Morningstar worksheet that our teacher had adapted from the National Association of Investment Counselors (NAIC). It helped us find the companies that were still doing well in the current economic downturn. If the rate of sales growth was over 17% annually, we judged that the company was doing well, but there were still other things to check. 
The stock that did the best for the team was Green Mountain Coffee Roasters (GMCR). They were doing the best in our portfolio because even if the economy is poor, people still need coffee. Green Mountain Coffee is cheaper than Dunkin’ Donuts and you can make it right at home. Over the entire challenge, Green Mountain Coffee Roasters made our team’s value increase because the stock increased by 25%. Green Mountain Coffee Roasters was the best investment for our team. Every day it did well and made us money. It really helped us become on of the top teams in the state. Maybe if we had not invested in it our team would not have done nearly as well. I am glad our team invested in the company and stuck with it. We invested in Green Mountain Coffee Roasters at the beginning of the Stock Market Challenge. Since we stuck with the company it made us more money. 
Our team decided it would be best if we took votes on what to buy and sell. If we did that we all knew what our team was doing and we always agreed. We analyzed different stocks to see what was happening. We also analyzed our portfolio to see how the stocks we already bought were doing. Some of our stocks made us a lot of money and some did not make us a lot of money. Compared to how other stocks were doing they were doing well. Some of our stocks included Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, Apollo Group, CSX, CVS, PetMed, Google and ITT Educational. For each stock we thoroughly looked at how it was doing that day and the stock’s history to see if its price kept going up each year. 
Another thing we looked for was how the stocks compared to their competition and what industry they fell under. Some of the stocks we bought were ranked high in their industry. At home, we found articles on the stocks in our portfolio. We were researching whether anything new or interesting was happening with the company. It helped us figure out if the company was performing financially as we had expected and if we had to sell stocks or keep them. We kept track of all the stocks we bought and what our purchase price was. 
We also set a price at which to sell a stock at 7 ½ percent below our purchase price. This way if we were wrong in our analysis, and the stock’s price declined, we would sell our shares and avoid a big loss. Each day we would look over our stocks on the internet to see how they were doing and other stocks we were interested in were doing and if we should buy more shares or sell shares. 
Our team thought of things that are important to have even in an economic downturn. Our thinking was that there are some things that people will keep buying even if money is tight. Even though the economy is doing poorly people still drink coffee. Instead of driving to Dunkin’ Donuts, they can make a cup of their own coffee. 
Once we thought of things like that we looked at their rankings and found companies to research. Next, we looked at the company’s history and if we liked the company, we completed a Value Line and Morningstar worksheet prepared by our teacher to see if we all agreed on buying shares of the company’s stock. (Our teacher adapted the worksheet using the National Association of Investment Counselors method.) If we all agreed, we would buy some shares. 
We would not be one of the top teams in the state if we did not work hard at home, in class and as a team. I know I enjoyed doing the work for this project. I had a ton of fun while we did it. I learned so much that will help me when I get older and start to invest in the stock market. I will know what to do to invest in a stock that is right that will make me money. 
This game has taught me not to give up and not everything goes your way but if you try you will succeed. There were so many strategies we could have used in this challenge and the ones we used helped us through the challenge and made our team do well. I learned a lot and I hope to bring that knowledge with me later in life. 
I will share what I learned from this program. The economy is doing poorly and people unfortunately are losing their jobs. They might even have to sell shares in some stocks. If they invested in good stocks they might be able to make money to help pay the bills and provide things for their family. I could teach people how to figure out if a stock is good to buy and if it will make them money. I learned you cannot just buy a stock and when it goes down automatically sell it.  It does not work that way. I think you should stick to the stock because it could start making more and more money. 
The game is not easy, it really is a challenge, but you cannot just buy a stock because it is doing well that day without doing research on the company’s history. If you only do that you will do poorly in the game because the company might have been making less money every year. 
This game takes a lot of effort but it will all pay off in the long run. What we learned in The Stock Market Challenge many adults cannot even figure out: how to buy good stocks. They base it on what they think instead of research. 
On some days our team did not do our homework or we just fooled around but we would go to the library almost every week to find more stocks to buy in class so we could take a vote. At the library we would get the Value Line Investment Survey and look through it to find new stocks. Once we found a good company, we wanted to buy shares. One of us from the team was assigned to fill out the Value Line and Morningstar worksheet. We had different jobs to help us with the challenge. There was the President of the team, the Researcher, the Finder, the News person and the Financial person. 
· The Financial person helped us figure out if we needed to sell our shares or how many shares to buy in a company. 
· The News person would watch the news to see how the stock market was doing and how our stocks were doing. The News person also found recent articles for the stocks we had our stocks we wanted to buy. 
· The Finder would go on the computer and find new stocks that we could look into further. 
· The Researcher would fill out the worksheet to a stock the finder recommended. We would all help the Researcher fill out the worksheet. 
· I was the President of the team. The President would make sure everyone in the team was doing their jobs. I also had to check up on our ranking in the Challenge. I also had to check how our stocks were doing. The biggest part of my job was that I had to help with every job. It helped me though because I had the advantage of being able to work with all the people in each position on the team. 
We also talked to our teacher to get her opinion, but mostly the votes were unanimous. Our teacher helped us a lot. She taught us how to figure out the financial part of the Challenge. She also believed in us that we could do it. Without her our team would have done horribly. When the game started I thought I would hate learning about the stock market and it would be too much work. I thought we would never win so I should not bother. I am so glad when we started and I realized how much fun the game was. Even though all of the work was challenging I knew I could do it. 
At home I looked online to find more stocks and talked to my parents who know a lot about the stock market. They would always help answer my questions. I enjoyed learning about the stock market and I wish that the game continued all year round so I could keep learning more and more. Many of my friends thought it was a lot of work, but it was all worth it to learn a life lesson like this. I think I am going to ask my parents to let me help them in their investing in the future.
