THIRD GRADE TAG

CRIME STORIES


Worksheet for Writing a Mystery
These are the steps to follow when writing a mystery.  The group should answer questions 1 – 7 as a team.  Then decide how the work in steps 8-10 will be divided among the group members.  Even though the work in steps 8-10 should be com- pleted by individual team members or by partners, communication is the way to have the story make sense. Team members should be sharing information and listening to each others’ suggestions, concerns and comments.
1. What happened in your case?  What is the plot? (No murder or other violent acts allowed.

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Who are the two main characters and what is their relationship to each other?  Are there any other characters and if so, who?

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

3. Who is the defendant?  Describe._______________________________________  

4.  Who is the plaintiff? Describe. ________________________________________

5. Where does the crime take place? ______________________________________

6. What is the motive? _________________________________________________

7. How will you make it look like the defendant did not do it (if defendant is guilty); or how will you make it look as if the defendant did do it (if he really is innocent).

8. Write the testimonies for the defendant and the plaintiff.

9. Write the questions and answers for the defendant and the plaintiff.

10. Write the opening paragraph, closing paragraph and other transitional paragraphs.

11. Draw the exhibits.  Remember: one of the exhibits must contain the evidence that proves whether the defendant is guilty or not.
