Whodunit Rubric

	
	Novice
	Apprentice
	Practitioner
	Expert

	Group Grade
	
	
	
	

	Plot
	Elements of plot are separated; Illogical; Elements of plot are not clearly defined; lacks suspense; obvious clues; no red herring
	Elements of plot flow somewhat; Sometimes logical; Difficult to define plot elements; Suspenseful at times; Clues evident; Attempt at red herring
	Elements flow well; Logical; Plot elements evident; Suspenseful; Well thought out clues; Use of red herring 
	Flows easily-glide; Logical; Well defined plot elements;  edge of your chair suspenseful; Subtle clues; Successful red herring

	Plot Organizer
	Rudimentary
	Simple outline of plot; mention of clues; attempt or no red herring; some descriptors for each section
	Carefully designed outline of plot; includes clues and red herring; each section is defined.
	Carefully designed outline of plot with attention to detail; multiple clues and red herring; each section is clearly defined 

	Individual 
	
	
	
	

	Content
	Lacks vivid verbs and descriptors; telling not showing; words not carefully chosen—often words take you nowhere
	Attempt is made at showing; Suspense is introduced; Occasional use of vivid verbs and descriptors; attempt at using words that count
	Shows through vivid verbs and descriptors; carefully chosen words—most words count
	Story comes alive through use of language; shows not tells; carefully chosen words—all words count

	Mechanics
	2 or more fragments and/or run-ons;

4 or more spelling or punctuation errors
	1 or more fragments and/or run-ons; 3 or more spelling or punctuation errors
	No fragments or run-ons; 2 or more spelling or punctuation errors
	No fragments or run-ons; 1 or less spelling or punctuation errors

	Vocabulary
	5 or less mystery genre words  
	9 or less words that relate well to mystery genre 
	10-14 words that relate well to mystery genre 
	15 or more words that relate well to mystery genre 

	Length
	1 typewritten page; 12 font; double spaced
	1 typewritten page; 12 font; double spaced
	2 typewritten pages; 12 font; double spaced
	2 typewritten pages; 12 font; double spaced


