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$$$$ Lunch Money $$$$


Please remember to make arrangements for paying for your child’s lunch.  The cafeteria encourages pre-payment for lunches.  Please send lunch money clearly marked in an envelope or baggie or see Debbie in the Cafeteria.  You can also pay for your child’s lunch online at mylunchmoney.com 





Class Website


http://teacherweb.com/NM/Bandelier/MonikaOrtiz


Please visit our classroom website to find helpful information relating to our class.  Newsletters and other class correspondence will also be on the website.  It is a good idea to bookmark our class website for quick access.  By now you should have received a “Newsflash” letting you know the newsletter has been posted on the website.





Home/School Folders


The students are being very responsible with their Home/School folders!  Please remember to check your child’s folder daily for important information.  You need to:


- Initial your child’s behavior triangle.


- Write the book(s) you read with your child on the Nightly Reading Log (located on the back of the behavior calendar).  


- Take out all papers (such as Banda Bear News, graded assignments, Extracurricular Flyers) that do not need to be returned to school.  It reduces the clutter!  


- Be sure it is returned daily to school.
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Snacks


Just a reminder…we do not have a regular snack scheduled into our day.  


Please feel free to send in a snack with your child.  (S)he can eat it for recess!  Please send in healthy snacks such as fruit, granola bars, fruit and nut mix, etc!  Due to student food allergies, the students are not allowed to share their food.  Please remind your child of this rule.  Thanks!






































































































































~ BandaBear News ~


If you are not receiving the BandaBear News in your email and you signed up for it or you want to receive it by email, please send an email message to estell@aps.edu with "subscribe eBBNews" in the subject field.





I LOVE MY CLASS!!  We are off to such a great start!  I am so impressed with how well the students adjusted to our first grade routines!  This allowed us to jump right into curriculum!  I am very proud of them!  They are earning lots of popcorn! (





Upcoming Events





Sept. 5 – Labor Day – No School!





Sept. 13 – Picture Day!  (





Sept. 13 – PTA Meeting





Sept. 22 – PTA Bear-a-thon





Sept. 28 – Scholastic Book Orders Due





Oct. 7 – Fall Break – Enjoy!





Oct. 18 – Field Trip to Popejoy
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Additional Homework Info





Math – The Everyday Math curriculum has a Home Link component that explains the concepts that we are studying in class, provides the students with homework activities, and also gives the answers to the homework questions (keep that one for future reference). Math Home Links and reinforcing math activities will be sent home on Monday and are due the following Monday.  The goal is to do a little each day…don’t leave it until the last minute!





Fundations – The Fundations homework packets will also be sent home on Monday and will be due the following Monday.  **I will not remove any Fundations or Math packets from folders until the next Monday.**





* Please remember that as students are to do their best work on the homework, it should not be the cause of stress and frustration for your child; nor should it take an extreme amount of time.  Please let me know if you are experiencing difficulty at home. 





Homework activities are dependent on parent and student working together to strengthen skills learned in class.  Thank you for supporting your child’s learning at home!  

















Homework has been sent home today!


To ease into the homework routine, the homework packets are focusing on letter and number formation.  First grade homework is intended to be interactive between parent and child.  Please guide your children as they form their lower case letters correctly.  They came in with strong writing skills, so now it’s about the fine-tuning!  Have them take their time and do their best.  I’d rather have 6 perfectly formed letters/numbers than a bazillion that are incorrectly formed.   





NIGHTLY READING


Please be sure to write the names of the book(s) you are reading on the nightly reading log.  It’s located on the back of your child’s Behavior Calendar.  I understand that situations arise and you may not be able to read that night.  Please feel free to write that on the reading log.  The kids like to earn the little stickers and I will acknowledge the occasional “fell asleep early” situation with a sticker!














Absences and Tardies





- Please be sure to call the office (255-8744) and let them know that your child will be absent.  Please also let me know if your child is going to be out for an extended period of time.  





- If your child arrives after 9:00 please have him/her get a Tardy Slip from the office.  This is a school policy.
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The Parent Peek


Hopefully your children have been coming home telling you about what we are studying in class.  I emphasize in class what units we are studying and hopefully they are communicating this to you.  In Language Arts the students are doing activities centered around families.  This ties in to our Social Studies standards.  In Fundations, the students are learning about letter/sounds and correct letter formation.  Everyday Math is introducing the students to the tools and components of the program and is also focusing on strengthening number sense skills.  We have started our States of Matter Science unit.  The students are excited to be learning about solids, liquids and gases!  Please reinforce what we are learning in class by having thoughtful discussions at home about these skills and topics.   

































































































































































