




DRA Volunteer Survey

Our DRA testing window is now open.

Because this assessment is administered individually to the students, it consumes much of my teaching time during the testing window.  I typically plan for the students to work independently during this time.  It is very helpful to have parent volunteers supervise and help the students so that I can test the kids with a minimal amount of interruption.  

Many parents have mentioned to me that they wouldn’t mind coming in an extra day and some have mentioned that they would like to do a project or a read aloud with the students while I test.  Forgive me for not remembering who offered their help to me.  I would love to take you all up on your offer!  For those of you who are willing to take this on, some ideas could be a Valentine’s Day art activity, an activity related to our Science unit – animals or our Literacy Cycles unit - Biographies.  You can also pair up with other parents and plan something.  I can give you more specific details if you are interested.  Or if you are willing to oversee and supervise and activity but not up for actually planning something, please let me know.  We’ll continue with my lesson plans.  If you are available, please complete the attached survey and return to me ASAP or email me.  THANK YOU!

Parent Name ___________________________  Email address/phone number ________________________

10:00 – 10:40 – Literacy Cycles (Planned by Mrs. Ortiz)

Wednesday, January 25th – __________________________________

Thursday, January 26th - ____________________________________

Friday, January 27th - _______________________________________

Monday, January 30th - ______________________________________

Tuesday, January 31st - ______________________________________

2:30 – 3:00 – Science Cycles (Planned by Mrs. Ortiz)

Wednesday, January 25th – __________________________________

Thursday, January 26th - ____________________________________

Friday, January 27th - _______________________________________

Monday, January 30th - ______________________________________

Tuesday, January 31st - ______________________________________

Read Aloud times could be flexible…this time could also be used for a project…
9:10 – 10:00 (any day could work)    __________________________________________

Wednesday, February 1st, 2nd and 3rd from 2:30 – 3:00 __________________________________________

Project opportunity - 

February 3rd – 12:30 – 2:05 is available (you don’t have to do the whole time ( )

__________________________________________________________________

If you have a different day and time in mind, please let me know.  If I can adjust the schedule, I will!

________________________________________________________________________________

…and I should be finished testing students by Monday, February, 6th!  THANKS![image: image1.png]



HOMEWORK!


Homework is looking great!  It is obvious that you all are working hard and I say thank you for that!  Please remember to use pencil to complete homework and please remind students to put their names on their homework.





Math Facts Tests


The students will start learning about math facts in Math.  To support this, we will be starting timed math facts tests.  We will start with adding 0, then 1, 2 and so on.  The students will only be tested on math facts that have the sum of 10 or less.  I will be including two Math Facts practice sheets in their math packets next week.  Please time your child on the first sheet one day and then have them try to beat their time on another day.    





Winter DRA Testing


It’s that time again!  Our DRA testing window is now open.  I am excited for this assessment.  The students are making great progress!  They are very eager and motivated to read right now!  I hope you are seeing this at home as well.   


Because this assessment is administered individually to the students, it consumes much of my teaching time during the testing window.  I typically plan for the students to work independently during this time.  It is very helpful to have parent volunteers supervise and help the students so that I can test the kids with a minimal amount of interruption.  Many parents have mentioned to me that they wouldn’t mind coming in an extra day and some even mentioned that they would like to do a project or a read aloud with the students while I test.  Forgive me for not remembering who offered their help to me.  I would love to take you all up on your offer.  If you are available, please complete the attached survey and return to me ASAP.  


THANK YOU!  Banda Parents are THE BEST!

















Progress Reports


I am just about finished with progress reports.  I have to put tardies and absences on them and they will be on their way!  I am hoping to do this while the students are in Library!  Please sign your child’s progress report and return it to school.  I mark that you have seen it and send the report home for you to keep.  The students are doing great!  I am so pleased with their progress!  I truly love this class!





WE NEED PAPER TOWEL TUBES!  Please send in any cardboard paper towel tubes from now until this Friday.  We will be using them during math!  Thanks!





Art in the School News


Every year we have a Chair-A-Tea auction to raise money to keep Art in the School at Bandelier.  Students turn old shabby chairs into beautiful works of art!  If you have a chair – with potential – please let us know!  Several classrooms are in need, so start rounding them up!  





The 100th day of school is right around the corner!


Wednesday, February 1st!!!


During Calendar Math every morning the students do several math based activities many of which involve counting the days we’ve been in school.  We are getting closer to the 100th day of school and the students are getting excited.  Due to popular demand, the students will have the opportunity to create a representation for the number 100.  This project is optional, but highly encouraged.  The project is going to be very open and flexible.  The main goal is to create or bring something to represent 100.  Many of the students want to create posters with 100 things on them.  Consider grouping objects by 5s or 10s.  Have fun and get creative!  They will have the opportunity to share their project with the class on the 100th day of school – Wednesday, February 2st!  Please be sure the students put their names on their projects.     
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