
 Field Trip information for our February field trip will be coming home soon!





Art in the School News


Didn’t you just love the castles your children made?  The students are being exposed to wonderful art lessons presented by Gloria Reeves and Stephnie Ballard (Liam and Simon’s moms).  These activities and supplies are provided by Art in the Schools!  Art in the Schools at Bandelier is made possible by the PTA and is need of your support.  Every year we have a Chair-A-Tea auction to raise money to keep Art in the School at Bandelier.  Students turn old shabby chairs into beautiful works of art!  If you have a chair – with potential – please let us know!  Several classrooms are in need, so start rounding them up!  





We are starting Unit 4 in Everyday Math.  This unit is very fun as we start to explore the world of measurement.  We will start off by introducing the students to non-standard units of measurement and then move on to standard.  The students will also start practicing their addition math facts.  I will include two math facts sheets in their homework packets every now and then.  The purpose is to time them when they do their first sheet and beat their time when they do the second sheet.  Have fun with it.  If your child seems anxious about being timed, skip the timing.  No need to stress about it.  





We will be starting Unit 7 in Fundations on Monday.  The students will be working on the glued sounds ang, ing, ong, ung and ank, ink, onk, unk.  This unit is three weeks long.  As you will notice the Trick Words are getting more challenging.  Continue reviewing them at home!  Get creative and have fun with it!  I was extremely pleased with how well the students did on Unit 6!  They really focused on writing the baseword and adding suffix – s!  Thank you for working with them on their homework!  It’s certainly a team effort and it’s paying off!





Friendly Reminders – 


PE – Monday – Dress appropriately


Library Books are due Tuesdays


Sending in water bottles is encouraged!


Kiddos are complaining of hunger right after morning recess, please send in a daily snack for your child.


Be prepared for the weather.  It helps to dress in layers!


Lost and Found is a mountain of a mess.  Children will need your help to search for lost items.  It is very difficult for kiddos to successfully find lost items.  Items are donated to the clothing bank if not claimed.


If any personal information has changed please update it in the office.


Remember to get a visitor’s badge in the office if you are on campus.


Call in to the office (255-8744) to report your child’s absence regardless of the reason.  Calling in regardless of the reason helps us meet our school’s attendance goal.  





Thank You ( Thank You ( Thank You ( Thank You 


Thank you all so much for the holiday gifts and cards!  Your thoughtfulness truly represented the spirit of the season!  Thank you to Stephnie Ballard for organizing a wonderful holiday celebration and to all the parents who contributed and joined us!  I’d also like to thank Sarah Masek for sharing Hanukkah traditions with the class.  It was a great way to end the first semester!                                     - Sincerely, Mrs. Ortiz 





‘Tis the season for icky illnesses!


I frequently sanitize desks, tables, doorknobs, etc.  I also give reminders for students to use tissue, sanitize frequently, cover their sneezes and coughs and to resist wiggling that loose tooth and picking their noses.  I would appreciate if you would help reinforce these hygienic practices at home and keep us as healthy as possible!  Also, please remember to keep your child home from school if s/he has a fever or if it has been managed with fever reducing meds.  Students should be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to school.  Also, any type of medication needs to be stored in the health office and not in your child’s backpack.  Please contact the health office for more information.  





Bear Country Gazette


Mrs. Ortiz’s


First Grade Classroom Publication





Happy New Year!





I hope everyone had a wonderful winter break filled with fun family times!  I just love the rejuvenating feeling the new year brings.  What a perfect time to set a school related goal to kick off the new year!


Perhaps nightly reading gets put on the back burner?  Try a different time.  Have your child read to you while you prepare dinner.  Have him/her write the name of the book on his/her nightly reading calendar.  Involve Grandma and Grandpa and other family members.  Remember the wonderful benefits of listening to literature filled with rich vocabulary as well as building fluent readers.





Homework packets are left to the last minute?  Commit to doing a page before T.V. time.  Choose a regular location to help with the routine.  Set up a reward/incentive system.  Realize the lifelong study habits and routines you are establishing now will follow your child through his/her education!   





Always running late and frazzled in the morning? Commit to going to bed earlier and waking up a tad bit earlier as well.  Prepare school items the night before.  Give your child a checklist of age-appropriate things that he/she is responsible for doing.  Remember that being tardy interrupts the focus of the daily morning routine.  And sending your children to school relaxed, focused and on time sets them up for success!





Challenged by something different?  Always forget the library book, or to send in a water bottle, or to pack a snack, really want to attend a PTA meeting…whatever it may be, big or small - set a goal.  It’s a new year and the start of the 2nd semester!  Remember I’m always available to brainstorm solutions if needed!  
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