Writing a Book Review

Guidelines to Consider
A book review describes, analyzes, and evaluates the quality, meaning, and significance of a book. It should not retell, and it is not a book report or a summary. A review is a commentary. When writing a book review, you should consider the text in terms of the way it might be discussed in a classroom setting 
Although no "right" way to write a review exists, some essential information is needed in each. Below are a set of questions and guidelines that may be helpful in your review. 
1) Do not give away the story, climax, ending of the book! Do use occasional quotes from the book to support or explain points made in the review.

2) The first paragraph should include a very short (two sentences) summary of the plot, as well as the title of the book and the author's name. You may suggest what type of person would enjoy reading the book. 

3) Go into a little more depth about the book – some of the twists, turns and conflicts – again, without reveling anything about the climax or the end! 

4) Discuss the main characters: Are the characters flat or round? Realistic? Challenging? Interesting?

5) Briefly discuss the theme of the book as well as questions that come up in reading such. Also, are there flaws in the development of such? Do you agree or disagree with its tenets? Why?

6) Give your opinion of the book. How did it affect you? Is it interesting entertaining or worth reading? Would you recommend it? To who? 

7) Make sure to address the book in relation to our class. How is this book relevant to our studies? Would it work in class? Why or why not?

The suggestions above can be arranged differently or combined, and some others can be added. Some can be eliminated, but most of the information needs to be somewhere in the review. Remember, your review should be written in your voice (see examples) but should also address the perceived value of this book in American Literature. 
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