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Course Content 

Mythos is central to the development of an individual, a society and a culture. Myth comes in all varieties, touching on the large ideas of fate, free will, and self-definition while also giving meaning to the banal day-to-day. Myth is history and some history is mythic. Myth guides us as individuals, giving us definition and contrast while allowing us to place ourselves in a larger context.  

Ninth grade English offers an in-depth study of literature through a focus on myth in its multiple forms and a challenging writing program to improve the skills which students already possess. The course is divided into comprehensive units, each unit built around a primary text. With an emphasis on reading in context, perspective and social awareness, we will explore literature as both a cornerstone and an ever shifting site of struggle. Grammar reinforcement, an emphasis on the expository essay, as well as both text and Latin-based vocabulary lessons will all build language fluency throughout the year. 

A student in this course is expected to employ fundamental skills of the English language and develop themselves as readers, writers and conscious discussants of text. Students will write analytically and creatively; they are expected to be critical, persuasive, careful, mechanically correct, and in constant pursuit of technique. A student in this class will demonstrate and refine their abilities in speaking and presentation as well as scrutinize class texts for intent and synthesize findings with personal awareness in order to create new meaning. In short, students in Ninth Grade English are expected to THINK. 

Course Goals and Objectives

Students will . . . 
· read for comprehension and critical analysis

· actively participate in dissection and discussion of text
· annotate while reading

· learn to effectively support opinions in writing, peer discussions and debates

· develop public speaking skills, both for presentation and performance

· recognize and employ literary terms in reading, writing and discussion 

· identify techniques employed by writers to impart ideas (tone, figurative language, style, narrative viewpoint)

· successfully employ complex sentences and developed paragraphs 

· refine the use of focused thesis statements, organized paragraphing, and standard essay structures

· become familiar with the standards of MLA citation in order to avoid plagiarism  

· complete text-based and Latin-based vocabulary building exercises and reinforce grammar fundamentals as needed
· demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism through multiple assignments

· build note taking and organizational skills, especially as they pertain to writing

· study basic principles of semantics and linguistic symbolism
· refine active reading skills and annotation
· delineate: author, narrator, character, voice, and perspective

· understand employment of allusion and meta-referential material

· study selected core mythologies of western culture and a variety of literature
· identify archetypal motifs in myth: myth as moral, myth as normative
· position personal mythologies in relation to foundational/social mythologies
· discuss practical implications of myth in society and understand the relation between myth and tradition  
· write both critical and personal responses to literature

· analyze dramatic format and perform based on results

· make connections, in writing and discussion, between personal ideas and text

· organize and execute group and individual presentations 
· identify and trace commonalities through a variety of texts

First Semester Texts 

The Alchemist , Paulo Coelho 

(a hero’s journey; fate and free will; prevalence of mythologies; myth as moral tale)
“What is Myth?” (Karen Armstrong)
selected Greek myths, including the Myth of the Golden Apples, the stories 
of Prometheus, Pandora and Icarus 

selections from 1001 Arabian Nights   (trans Richard Burton) 
selections on Urban Mythology 

a dollar bill 
Malinchista, A Myth Revisited   (Alicia Gaspar de Alba)
Go Way From My Window La Llorona     (Cordelia Candelaria)
La Llorona   (Naomi Quinonez)
The Odyssey, Homer

(above, and . . . myth as cultural cornerstone; myth and history;)

myths of Daedalus and Icarus; Phaëthon, Lycaon, Orpheus and Arachne

 Circe (Eudora Welty)
 A & P (John Updike)
To Name is to Possess (Jamacia Kincaid)
selections from Genesis
Siren Songs and Cyclops  (Margaret Atwood)
The Penelopiad, Margaret Atwood
(undoing the above: questioning acceptance of traditional myths/lessons)

selected writings by Claude Lévi-Strass

selected media portrayals / commercials 
Macbeth, William Shakespeare

(fate and ambition = the flawed hero; free will in context of society)


the story of David and Bathsheba 

material on the Elizabethan World View 

a reading on the Gunpowder Plot 

various sonnets by Shakespeare
Second Semester Texts 

J.B., Archibald MacLeish

the story of Cain and Abel and Stone Boy (Gina Berriault) 


selections from The Book of Job and The Book of Genesis

clips from A Serious Man (dir. Cohen brothers) 
The Stranger, Albert Camus 

(the individual position in social myths; questioning and reinforcement)
selected readings on existentialism and modernism

The Myth of Sisyphus (original and Camus’ analysis)

the story of Abraham and Isaac
Araby (James Joyce)
Song of Solomon, Toni Morrison
(reclaiming and reinvention of myth in the modern world)
Circe poems (Atwood)

The People Could Fly (Virginia Hamilton)
Four Little Girls (Spike Lee)

selections from Song of Solomon and 1 Corinthians
The Fifth Business, Robertson Davies

(myth and self definition; creating a personal legend)


selections from Faust, Parts I and II    (Johann Wolfgang von Goethe) 

summary of Oedipus Rex   (Sophocles) 

selections from 1001 Arabian Nights   (trans Richard Burton) 
No Face (Junot Diaz) 

selected stories by Sandra Cisneros

Grading and Assessment

Students will be graded on daily assignments, quizzes, tests, essays, portfolios and major projects. There will be one major essay per major text. “One pagers” will be written on a weekly basis and should always include textual support. Students will be required to participate in the class blog (online). In addition to objective grades, students will be assessed on effort and participation as measured by my observation of willingness to produce the best work possible and engagement of class materials. Enthusiasm towards and meaningful contributions to classroom discussions and activities are expected.
Students: if you focus on learning, the grade will fall into place.

· I do not accept late work. 
· Writing is a process; rewrites on essays are expected, rough drafts encouraged.

· Missed work is the student’s responsibility and due upon return.

· Students are encouraged to seek extra help if needed.

· I will make grades available intermittently throughout each semester


Materials

All students should be prepared with a sectioned, three ring binder or notebook, pens or pencils, and ample lined paper. Special supplies are needed for certain projects throughout the year. I will announce them as required. Students should always bring their text to class.

Contact Me

Both parents and students are welcome and encouraged to contact me at the school during regular school hours, or via email at:  

dcumm@bosqueschool.org.  

Additionally, I welcome parents in my classroom, whether for observation, participation or volunteering.  I ask only a ‘heads-up’ in time for us to make the necessary arrangements.
Academic Resources

Students should use my website to stay updated on homework assignments, download handouts or find connections to other academic resources. My website can be found via the school webpage, under “Faculty,” and then my name. Or at the following URL:

http://www.teacherweb.com/NM/BosqueSchool/Cummings/
Students are encouraged to employ database and tech resources found in our library.
Academic Integrity
The single biggest mistake a student can make in an English course is attempting to pass off another individuals work as his/her own. It is important for a student to learn the value of their own voice, not to depend on the ideas of others. 
Plagiarism, in any form, is considered academic dishonesty. The Student Handbook is clear as far as expectations for academic integrity are concerned. Students are advised to familiarize themselves with the guidelines. In a class such as this, where writing is central to all activities, it is germane to be overt in regards to plagiarism. In general, plagiarism occurs anytime an individual uses the words or ideas of another without giving proper credit or citation. 

As outlined in the Student Handbook, when “another's words are used, they must be enclosed in quotation marks and the source of those words must be given.” Further, “it is not enough to change the words of a source; credit must be given for the ideas obtained from any source.” Moreover, “sources that must be credited are not simply published works but any other person or any other person's works.” Academic dishonesty will result in consequences as outlined in the Student Handbook. Again, students are expected to cite any source or any material  they use during writing, for any assignment. 

It is crucial that students learn how to formulate their own insights without the crutch of a condensed overview. The brain is a muscle; it grows with exercise. Do not use crutches like Cliff’s Notes,or Sparknotes or similar publications. Train your mind.
This syllabus is a guide. While the dominant texts will remain the same, additional readings and assignments will be added as necessary over the course of the year. 

PAGE  
4

