BOSQUE SCHOOL

Spanish 4 Syllabus 2011-12

Instructor: Eduardo J. Aleixandre

ealei@bosqueschool.org

Course Description and Objectives

This course provides advanced students with the guidance they need to continue discovering, learning, and using the language in meaningful, creative, and engaging contexts.  It promotes oral and written communication, as well as listening and reading comprehension, through a variety of exercises and thematic units. By the end of the year and having put forth the necessary effort, students should have greatly improved their skills in listening, reading, writing and speaking Spanish.

Each unit is based on a Spanish or Latin American author, a historical or cultural subject or a Spanish-speaking movie. Students will read excerpts from one or more of the authors’ works. With each unit students learn advanced vocabulary and delve into the most complex structures of grammar. In order to develop students’ writing skills, written essays or exercises are also required.

Every unit will require that students get closer to the mastery of Spanish by providing a context in which to share vocabulary, sophisticated grammatical formations and ideas developed through the readings of celebrated authors, cultural topic or Spanish-speaking movie.

· Vocabulary – the richness of Spanish vocabulary is introduced via each literary or cultural excerpt. Significant and more generally useful vocabulary from each literary selection is presented to the students before they read the piece. This facilitates the task of reading and the satisfaction of recognizing the new words when they are encountered in the reading.

· Grammar – all grammar is presented in Spanish and illustrated through the use of examples pertaining to the theme, author and literary or cultural selection. Grammar usage is reinforced through exercises that are also related contextually to the unit theme. 

· Literature – the literary selections include works by Isabel Allende, Jorge Luis Borges, Laura Esquivel, Federico García Lorca, Gabriel García Márquez, Pablo Neruda, Miguel de Unamuno, Ana María Matute and Sergio Vodanovich.

· History – “La guerra civil española: 1936-1939.” This year the students will learn about the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) and the Franco dictatorship that ensued. The students will watch the movie Ay, Carmela, which is set during the Spanish Civil War.

· La historia oficial. Through this Oscar-winning Argentinean movie (1984), the students will learn about the events that happened during the years of dictatorship in Argentina (1976-1983).

· Nueve Reinas, Argentinean movie by director Fabián Bielinsky
· Current Issues – Movie Mar adentro, by Alejandro Amenábar, based on a true story, about the controversial subject of euthanasia.

Grading/Assessment

There will be written quizzes as well as tests on all or part of the material seen in class. Homework will be assigned everyday. Written compositions based on the reading subject will be a requisite for each chapter. Also, the students will demonstrate their oral skills in class by participating in graded round-table discussions, individual or group presentations, dialogues, interviews, etc. It is expected that students will turn in all assignments on time and complete all work missed due to absences. Students are responsible for ALL material covered in class.  

Also, active participation is very important. Students need to listen to as much Spanish as possible in class and speak it as well. All communication in class shall be done in Spanish. Participation also means that students prepare well for class on a daily basis in addition to bringing to class the handouts, a notebook, pencil and/or pen. Although there is no formal grade for participation the teacher will take note of those students who meet or exceed these requirements to bump up their grade at the end of the year.

The student’s grade will be calculated according to performance on compositions, homework, quizzes and tests, orals, projects and semester exam (one at the end of each semester). 


The final grade will be computed as follows:

1st Semester Grade
50%

2nd Semester Grade
50%




SCHOOL YEAR
100%

Expectations of students:  

-
Participate daily and ask questions when you don’t understand.

-
Come prepared and ready to learn.  

-
Respect yourself, your classmates, and your surroundings.

-
Cell phones and all other electronic devices should be turned off at all times during class.    

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to abide by the honor code specified in the Student Handbook. In this class, I expect that students do their homework individually, seeking help from me if something is not clear. Collaborative assignments will be indicated as such. Tests and quizzes will always be individually taken without “unauthorized notes or other aids” (SH, 22).

Literary excerpts from:

Abby Kanter, Encuentros maravillosos: Gramática a través de la literatura, Scott Foresman / Addison Wesley, 1998.

Isabel Allende, Cuentos de Eva Luna, New York: HarperCollins, 2002.
 “Emma Zunz”, short story by Jorge Luis Borges
El delantal blanco, play by Sergio Vodanovich

Course Literary Content and Structure

First Semester

· Jorge Luis Borges, “El otro” and “Emma Zunz” (August 18-Sept. 1)
· Nueve Reinas, Argentinean movie by director Fabián Bielinsky (Sept. 6-9)
· La guerra civil española: 1936-39, Movie Ay, Carmela (Sept. 12-28)

· Federico García Lorca, “Romance de la luna, luna” (Oct.3-Oct. 20)

· Movie Mar adentro (Oct. 21-Nov. 4)

· Pablo Neruda, “Un perro ha muerto”, “Oda al tomate”(Nov. 7-Nov. 22)

·  El delantal blanco, play by Sergio Vodanovich (Nov. 28-Dec. 9)

· Semester Exam (Dec. 13-16)

Second Semester

· Miguel de Unamuno, Nada menos que todo un hombre, selection (Jan. 3-13)

· Ana María Matute, “El niño al que se le murió el amigo” (Jan. 17-27)

· Gabriel García Márquez, Cien años de soledad, selection “La peste del insomnio” (Jan. 30-Feb. 17)

· Laura Esquivel, Como agua para chocolate, selection, Movie Como agua para chocolate (Feb. 21-Mar. 2)

· Isabel Allende, La casa de los espíritus, selection (Mar. 19-April 5)

· Movie La historia oficial, Argentina, 1985 (April 9-20)

· Writing seminar and review: Relative pronouns, affirmative and negative words, question words, demonstrative adjectives and pronouns, etc. (April 23-May 17)

· Final exam (May 18-23)

