Revising Your Essay

General Advice:

Remember that you need one sentence in your introduction (your thesis) that is the main idea that you are proving in your essay.  Once you have established your thesis, imagine that your reader is a very, very obnoxious person who is tapping you on the chest and saying in a snotty tone, “I don’t believe you.  Prove it!”  Your job is to prove your thesis to this person.  It is very important that you include only those things that further the cause of proving your thesis in the body of your essay.

Stage One—Your Introduction

1) Write down the first sentence in your essay here:

*Does this sentence grab my attention immediately (i.e. is a powerful hook)?

----yes-good

---no-rewrite it so it does

*Does your first sentence include the title and author you’re discussing?

---no-good

----yes-Do NOT get rid of this sentence; however, you do need to add something before this sentence (a hook) that will better grab the attention of your reader.

2) Write down your thesis here:

*Is your thesis clear?

---yes-good

---no-rewrite it so it is clearer

*Is your thesis what you prove in your essay?  You will need to read your whole essay to answer this question.  Helpful hint:  look for “key words” in your thesis, such as depressed, symbolic, unjustified, alienated.  Key words should appear elsewhere in your essay so that you are clearly relating to your thesis throughout your essay.  This is what leads to some people feeling like they are being too repetitive.  One way to avoid repetition is to look your key words up in a thesaurus or dictionary and use alternate words with similar meanings.  If you found that you used important key words in the body of your essay, then by all means add those to your revised thesis.

---Yes-good

---no-rewrite it so it matches what you prove in your essay

3) Did you use a map (a.k.a. outline) introduction?

---yes-You need to rewrite your introduction.  Yes, maps can be helpful, but life can sometimes be much more entertaining without a map.  Keep your thesis, hook, title and author and completely rewrite your introduction.  Make it entertaining and relevant to what you are proving.

---no-good

4) Are the title and author included in your introduction?

---yes-good

---no-put them there—but not in the first sentence

5) Did you use quotes as support in your introduction?

---yes-remove them!  You want to save the support for the body of your essay.  You don’t need to show your reader your whole hand, otherwise they have no reason to keep reading (this is another reason to move beyond the map or outline introduction).

---no-good

6)  PROOFREAD your introduction for typing and punctuation errors.  I will be taking off a lot of points for these types of errors.

Remember that your introduction does exactly what it sounds like it should do: introduce.  Think of this as a first date—you want to make a good impression, get the interest of your date/reader, let your date/reader know where you stand on a particular issue, and give them a reason to want to find out more.  In other words, be clear and direct, but don’t tell them everything about your topic.  They need to have a reason for second date.

Stage Two—The body of your essay

1) Write down the first sentence of every body paragraph in your essay (not the introduction and conclusion) here:

Paragraph One:

Paragraph Two:

Paragraph Three:

Paragraph Four (if applicable):

*Looking at these first sentences, see how they work as topic sentences.  They need to do two things: 1) clearly refer back to the main idea of your thesis and 2) get at the whole point of their individual paragraph.  These two things will not be contradictory because, as advised above, you will only be including those things that further the cause of proving your thesis in your body paragraphs.  Do not begin your paragraph with a quote.

2) Revise your topic sentences as necessary.

3) Write down the last sentence of every body paragraph in your essay (not the introduction and conclusion) here:

Paragraph One:

Paragraph Two:

Paragraph Three:

Paragraph Four (if applicable):

*Looking at these last sentences, see how they work as conclusion sentences.  Remember that conclusion sentences need to tie up the ideas in your paragraph and relate clearly to your thesis.  Do not end your paragraph with a quote.

4) Revise your conclusion sentences as necessary.

5) Look at your quotes you used as support.  Make sure that you lead into your quotes and analyze those quotes in a way that clearly supports/proves your thesis.  Also make sure that you included page numbers and cited those pages correctly.

6) PROOFREAD each body paragraph carefully for typing and punctuation errors. I will be taking off a lot of points for these types of errors.

Stage Three: Your Conclusion

1) Did you use a summary style conclusion?

---yes-time to totally rewrite your conclusion.  You should try using one of the following types of conclusions:  call for action; prediction; question; quotation (from something other than the book that you’re writing about); anecdote/story; restatement of importance of topic

---no-good, but you should revise your conclusion, making sure that it does its job well.

Remember that your conclusion needs to bring closure to your argument.  You should not bring up a new topic, but should not just blatantly repeat what appears in the rest of your argument (sounds easy, huh?).  A variation on your thesis is helpful, but be careful that you don’t repeat your thesis too much.  To continue our date analogy, this is where you drive home your point—from “we should just be friends”  to “we should really try to make this work.”  Your reader should know exactly where you stand regarding the topic you wrote your fabulous essay about.

2) PROOFREAD your conclusion carefully for typing and punctuation errors.  I will be taking off a lot of points for these types of errors.

Attach this piece of paper to this draft of your essay.  This handout and this original draft of your essay must be returned with your new and improved, thoroughly revised essay.

