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Course Description

“What makes us happy is different, but what makes us miserable is very, very similar.”—Alejandro Gonzales Inarritu 

Tenth Grade English focuses around writing about and reading great works of literature that deal with the themes of exile and alienation, with a heavy emphasis on satire.  The books that we read throughout the year should not and will not be limited by looking at them with only the exile theme in mind, but I hope that by having this theme as a jumping off and returning point, the class will remain focused.  I want you to see the connectedness of literature and have some idea of the culture that produced each work.  This course includes readings from medieval times, the Renaissance, the 18th century, the 19th century, and the 20th century.  The literature covered will be in the forms of novels (including a graphic novel), plays, poems, and short stories. 

Overall Goals

Students will:

*look at the decisions that writers and artists make in their attempts to manipulate their audience.

*write and revise essays that analyze works of literature.  There will be a particular emphasis on selecting a focused thesis, creating a clear overall argument, and developing paragraph structure.

*use and analyze quotes as support in their essays.

*discuss the literature and ideas we address in class.

*develop strong close-reading skills and techniques of literary analysis.

*examine different types of reading.

*study how perspective impacts interpretation.

*write in and out of class frequently to develop control over their writing process.

*focus on their own interpretations of the language, character development, narrative structure, ideas and philosophy in the literature we read.

*strengthen their grammar and vocabulary skills.

First Semester: Heroic and non-heroic loneliness

Primary Reading Goals:

*Close-reading, with a particular emphasis on character, voice, and narrative structure

*Examining how a narrator impacts a story

Major Readings:

Slaughterhouse 5 by Kurt Vonnegut (summer reading)

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

Grendel by John Gardner

Selected Short Works:

“A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Selected poems by William Blake, William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, John Keats, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and Lord Byron

“Comin’ Thro’ the Rye” by Robert Burns

“The Rains of New York” by Albert Camus

“The Marriage of Heaven and Hell” by William Blake

Writing Goals:

*develop clear and specific thesis statements

*improve introductions and conclusions of essays to reflect your individual writing voice

*write essays that have a clear structure, good support, and thoughtful analysis

* tighten up paragraph structure, with a strong emphasis on topic sentences, use of and analysis of quotes as support, and conclusion sentences

Major Assessments:

*introduction and conclusion strengthening

*thesis writing 

*three out of class essays, with revisions

*highly-structured paragraph writing

Second Semester: The Exile and Society

Major Reading Goal:
*Expanding your reading, using pictorial, dramatic, and satirical imagery

Major Readings:

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
Maus 1 and 2 by Art Spiegelman

Hamlet by William Shakespeare

Candide by Voltaire

Selected Short Works:
“Eyes of a Blue Dog” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

“Essay on Love” by P.B. Shelley

“Fall of the House of Usher” by Edgar Allan Poe

“A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift

Writing Goals:

* find and develop one’s individual writing style by experimenting with various writing processes

*strengthen overall structure of essays

*strengthen essay-revising skills

*use dialogue as a way of expressing philosophical ideas

Major Assessments:

*highly-structured paragraphs, both in and outside of class

*revision of Grendel essay

*two out of class essays

*journal on Maus
*dialogue incorporating major ideas in Candide and one other text from this class

Other Assessment and Grading Policy

The writing assignments listed above vary in point value, although they can be generally classified.  Essays written out of class are worth 50 points; structured paragraphs (written outside of class) are worth 20 points.  In order for you to get the most out of this class, it is crucial that you turn in your essays in a timely manner.  Therefore, grades on essays and out-of-class paragraphs will be lowered by 5% the first day a paper is late and 10% every day after that.  Essays may not be handed in more than one week after the due date.  Because essay writing is such a crucial skill to master, I will give you the opportunity to rewrite papers if you are not happy with your paper and/or your grade.  If you choose to revise your essay, your final grade on the essay will be an average of the original grade and the grade on the revision, and you must include the first-graded version with the revision.  You should meet with me before you do a rewrite, so that I can help you understand what may have gone wrong and clarify my grading of the paper.  Revisions may not be handed in more than one week after the essay is returned to you.  Because of the pitfalls of technology, assignments MAY NOT be e-mailed to me, especially essays.  Essays and out-of-class paragraphs (typed) are the only assignments that can be handed in late (with the above penalties), unless you are legally absent (see below re: absences).  Homework is not accepted late because I will only assign homework that is crucial to the next class’s activities.  Smaller writing assignments will be frequent and will primarily be part of your journal, which will be worth 50 points each grading period.  The journal and activities associated with the journal, including small group activities, are a major component of this class.  There will be creative projects throughout the year and daily reading assignments and reading quizzes.  Grammar and vocabulary assignments will occur throughout the year, and they will vary in point value, depending on the size of the assignment.  Active participation in class discussions is always appreciated, and nothing makes a class more fun than thoughtful and animated discussions and arguments.  While I don’t want to punish anyone for having a generally quiet nature, please remember that your opinions are welcome and appreciated.  During class, you are expected to listen carefully, be alert, be respectful of your classmates and their ideas, not text message, and generally behave pleasantly. 

Academic Honesty

One of the most challenging aspects of teaching literature and essay writing has to do with plagiarism and the use of “Cliff’s Notes,” “Sparknotes,” and other similar “helpers.”  “Cliff’s Notes” and their variations, while sometimes adored by students of all ages, are forbidden in this class.  If you use these materials in this class, it will be considered academic dishonesty.  You will receive a “0” on the writing assignments associated with the book, which will severely damage your grade; there may also be additional consequences by the larger school community.  If you are having trouble with any of the reading assignments in this class, please see me right away.  I will be more than happy to help you reach a comfortable level of relating to these texts.  Since I’m not generally a strict person, I feel I should clarify why I don’t want you to use that type of aid.  Frankly, it is too tempting to read the notes and not read the novel.  I hope that one thing that you learn from this class is that you can read and interpret literature and that you should trust yourself to do so.  Also, an artist’s language and ideas should be respected and “notes” are simply notes.  Besides, I want to know what you think about these works of literature, not what the “Sparknotes” person thinks—and you should also want to hold this power yourself. 

In addition to the above ethical dilemmas, it can sometimes be very tempting to copy homework or copy quizzes.  If you engage in these activities, as the copier or the person whose work is taken, you will receive a “0” on the assignment and there will be additional consequences by the larger school community. 

Plagiarism is a complicated issue, and we will address and define plagiarism during class.  If you engage in plagiarism, you will receive a “0” on the assignment and there will be serious consequences by the larger school community.

Absences
 You should avoid excused absences as much as possible to keep your workload manageable and to maximize your participation in class activities and discussions.  If missing school begins to interfere with your successful completion of this course, I will have to take further steps, which we will discuss at that time.  If you have a planned absence, you should notify me beforehand to find out what assignments you will be missing.  If you are sick, please see me as soon as you get back to school to make due dates that are mutually satisfying.  It is the student’s responsibility to check my website or contact me to find out about missed assignments, and all missed work must be completed.  If you don’t check with me, you will end up with unnecessary zeroes on missed assignments.  If you have an unexcused absence (a.k.a. ditch class) you will not be able to hand in the work that was assigned or that was due that day (including essays).   

