English 9

This I Believe unit
readings
· Philip Roth’s The Conversion of the Jews (1958)
· Cain and Abel story in Judeo-Christian Bible, Genesis 4:1-16
· Cane and Abel story in Islamic Qur’an (Koran), Surah 5:27-32
· excerpt from Joseph Campbell & Bill Moyers’ The Power of Myth (pp. 130-131)
· excerpts from Daniel Quinn’s novel, Ishmael (pp. 38-39, 152, 169-175)
· Gina Berriault’s The Stone Boy (1957)
The readings for this unit include two fictional stories written in mid-twentieth century United States.  Philip Roth’s The Conversion of the Jews (1958) shows a pair of middle school boys in a Yeshiva school in Newark, New Jersey. Read it with a mind toward getting into the dialect and mindset of New York-area urban Jewish boys in the World War Two era.  Roth’s story turns on humor.  Enjoy.

The rest of the readings all arise out of the Cain and Abel story.  
· The Genesis 4:1-16 story is the original Cain and Abel story.  
· The Surah 5:27-32 story is the way the Cain and Abel story is told in the Qur’an.

· The excerpt from Joseph Campbell’s The Power of Myth (1988) offers comparative myth and religion scholar Campbell discussing the Cain and Abel story in dialogue with journalist Bill Moyers. 

· The excerpt from Daniel Quinn’s novel Ishmael (1992) portrays a teacher explaining his theory about why the Cain and Abel story was written.  In the excerpt’s first three pages, the teacher explains his use of the terms “Taker” and “Leaver.”  He uses these terms the way another writer might use the terms “civilized” and “primitive.” 

· Gina Berriault’s The Stone Boy (1957) is a fiction story portraying a pair of farm boys in mid-20th century America.  The story is powerful in its own right.  The Cain and Abel story is among the influences guiding the creation of this story.  Consider how Stone Boy is similar to Cain and Abel and how it is different.
essay assignment

At unit’s end, you will write a 500 word essay discussing one of the readings. You will need to use three quotes from your chosen reading to anchor your essay, so read all of the pieces with a pen in hand. Mark words, phrases, and sentences that provoke you. Write comments in the margins to remind you what these phrases make you think. The essay must have a title, and it should be a thesis-driven essay. A thesis is a claim, an opinion, a statement meant to persuade your reader, to show him your original idea. Relax and let yourself think. The essay is like a net to catch your thoughts. Think, and let the page capture your thoughts. Relax.
essay due dates

section


draft due


final essay due

red/green

thurs 1/19


mon 1/23

blue/orange

tues 1/24


thurs 1/26
