NATIONAL and NEW MEXICO

SCIENCE STANDARDS

Bosque School
6th Grade Life Science:  2008-2009
The following sections of the Middle School portions of the National Science Education Standards and the New Mexico Science Standards are incorporated into the 6th grade life science curriculum:

· National Science Education Standards (Middle School)
· Unifying Concepts and Processes

· Systems, order, and organization
· Evidence, models, and explanation
· Constancy, change, and measurement
· Evolution and equilibrium
· Form and function

· Science as Inquiry
· Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry
· Understandings about scientific inquiry

· Science in Personal and Social Perspectives

· Populations, resources, and environments

· Natural hazards

· Science and technology in society

· History and Nature of Science
· Science as human endeavor

· Nature of science

· History of science

· Life Science Content Standards
· Structure and function in living systems
· Reproduction and heredity
· Regulation and behavior
· Populations and ecosystems
· Diversity and adaptations of organisms

· New Mexico Science Standards (Middle School)
· Strand I:  Scientific Thinking and Practice

Standard I:  Understand the processes of scientific investigations and use inquiry and scientific ways of observing, experimenting, predicting, and validating to think critically.

· 5-8 Benchmark I:  Use scientific methods to develop questions, design and conduct experiments using appropriate technologies, analyze and evaluate results, make predictions, and communicate findings.
· 5-8 Benchmark II:  Understand the processes of scientific investigation and how scientific inquiry results in scientific knowledge. 
· 5-8 Benchmark III:  Use mathematical ideas, tools, and techniques to understand scientific knowledge.
· Strand II:  Content of Science

Standard II (Life Science):  Understand the properties, structures, and processes of living things and the interdependence of living things and their environment. 
· 5-8 Benchmark I:  Explain the diverse structures and functions of living things and the complex relationships between living things and their environment.
· 5-8 Benchmark II:  Understand how traits are passed from one generation to the next and how species evolve.
· 5-8 Benchmark III:  Understand the structure of organisms and the function of cells in living systems.

· Strand III:  Science and Society

Standard I:  Understand how scientific discoveries, inventions, practices, and knowledge influence, and are influenced by, individuals and society.

· 5-8 Benchmark I:  Explain how scientific discoveries and inventions have changed individuals and societies.

