

In the end we will conserve only what we love;

We will love only what we understand;

And we will understand only what we have been taught.

-  Baba Dioum

This year you will work along the Rio Grande, in a riparian forest known locally by its Spanish name “bosque.”  You will assist with the Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program (BEMP), a research project for long-term environmental of this ecosystem, sponsored by the University of New Mexico and the Black Institute at Bosque School.
Activities include: Leaf litter collection; well beeping; surveys of ground-dwelling arthropods; local weather conditions (e.g., rainfall and temperature); small mammal trapping; and porcupine tracking.  You will collect data in labs and field work; learn to use spreadsheets to manage and analyze your data; and prepare scientific reports with logical conclusions.  You will also communicate your science learning to other students and the wider community through presentations and outreach activities.

Got Questions?

· I am Ms. Sarah Hooper
·  At school: 898-6388 ext 125, voicemail 734
·  At home: 890-2645
·  On line:

· E-mail – sarah.hooper@bosqueschool.org
· Web page - www.bosqueschool.org then go to the faculty link
Got Rules? RESPECT!!!

· People - peers, teachers, staff, adults, guests, YOURSELF

· Places - the school, the environment, field trips

· Property - the school’s, other people’s, your own
Keys to Success…

· BE PREPARED each day for the classroom or the field.

· Bring your planner, science binder, and pencil EVERY time we meet!
· Be dressed for the field on ANY day

	· Proper shoes & pants
· Dressed for weather

· Water bottle
	· Hat (for sun or cold)
· Sunscreen and Bug spray will be available


· ASSUME WE WILL BE OUTDOORS OR IN THE FIELD!
· COOPERATE – Create a positive, comfortable learning environment
· Use appropriate language

· Pay attention and listen quietly when another person is speaking

· Treat all animal friends, supplies, and equipment (yours and mine) with care
· MINIMUM DISRUPTION – Listen to and follow directions

· Stay focused and on-task to maximize your learning and minimize distractions to your peers

· Ask for clarification if you do not understand the directions

· Follow all safety procedures for the classroom, labs, field days
· MAXIMUM EFFORT – 
· Be in your seat and ready to work when class begins

· Complete all assignments on time and to the best of your ability

· LEARN and THINK independently as well as cooperatively

· Be willing to share your ideas

· Be willing to listen to others’ ideas

Got Books?

· There is no textbook for this course! You will be supplied with printed resource materials, and you will also create primary resources during classroom and field activities.  These materials become your “textbook” – so always keep an organized and complete science binder! 
· A list of required items and earned grades will be kept in your binder – as will all the work you create this year.  I will check your Science Binder weekly to ensure it is COMPLETE and ORGANIZED, which will contribute to your semester grade. 
Grades
· The grade for a given assignment is calculated by dividing the points received by the total points possible for that particular assignment.  You will receive a percentage and letter grade.
· Any assignment that is late will receive a one-letter-grade deduction.

Don’t Like Your Grade? You have two ways to raise your grade:

· Any non-test assignment may be corrected and resubmitted to me.  I will give you the average of the corrected and original grades.  If you receive a C- or below on an assignment, you must correct and resubmit your assignment.
· For tests, you may raise your grade by completing an extra credit project that shows me that you understand the material covered on the test.  You need to let me know you would like to do this and have the project approved before starting.
· To earn this privilege, you must first have turned in the original assignment on time AND put forth your best effort!![image: image1.png]



