SEMINARIO DE ESPAÑOL: Asuntos Latinoamericanos  
Señora Rekow
Bosque School, 2011-2012
Hola y bienvenidos al Seminario de Español: ALAS! I feel happy and honored to have you as my students. I am looking forward to helping all of you improve your Spanish and feel comfortable with the language. Also, I hope you find the experience of learning Spanish engaging, rewarding, and fun! 

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

In this Spanish course we will be studying the history, culture and current events of Latin America. This seminary will allow you the opportunity to achieve a deep understanding of Latin American perspectives on issues of global importance.  We will be researching the historical underpinnings of important issues, analyzing policy, debating different inter and intra country perspectives, and formulating possible solutions.  You will hone your Spanish skills by researching using authentic Spanish language sources (newspapers, magazines, radio, television, etc), writing position papers, presenting positions on important issues, negotiating and resolving conflict.  

Our culminating project will be a simulated United Nations forum. This class will be conducted entirely in Spanish, and active participation in discussions and debates will be highly encouraged and expected throughout the year. I will use a wide range of evaluation techniques to monitor your progress. At the end of this course, my strong hope is for you to walk out feeling that you have had a rewarding learning experience both culturally and linguistically.

CONTENT

In Seminario de Español our theme will revolve around five issues: ecology, human/children rights, indigenous peoples’ conditions and rights, narcotraffic and guerrilla movements, and migration among Latin America countries and the United States. We will study and analyze these issues from their origins and history, to their impact in modern society. This analysis will precede and be the focus of discussions and debate. We will also research various Latin American countries positions about these issues. Equally relevant will be your personal experience living in Latin American countries (if applicable). We will focus on refining writing through essays, as well as position and research papers. Grammar will be polished and generated from the material I collect from your writing work. We will also embark on a series of exciting community outreach projects throughout the year that will take us outside of Bosque and allow you to practice your Spanish in context. Finally, we will end the year with a very exciting project: creating a model UN where we will present and defend topics decided upon in advance. I hope you find these themes as exciting as I do!
EXPECTATIONS

I take my classes and my students very seriously. I like to prepare for my classes thoroughly and invest time in putting together activities and materials that I feel will be fun and interesting for you. I strongly believe that in order for a class to be successful, everybody involved needs to contribute to its well-being. I can not do my work properly if students respond very differently from how I expect. Therefore, just as I am committed to this class and to each one of you, I also expect you to fulfill your duties as a student. Here are the specific expectations I have for my students:



· Arrive on time:
This determines whether or not the class runs smoothly. 

· Be respectful: 
It is very important that you acknowledge your own gifts and 

contributions to the class as well as others’. If you respect yourself, classmates and the teacher, you can contribute to creating an atmosphere that encourages learning and where everybody feels comfortable and safe.

· Commit to class: 
In order for you to have a worthwhile experience and get
something out of the process you need to be attentive in class, do your work in and outside of the classroom, participate in the projects assigned, come prepared to class, and complete homework assignments on time. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what was done in class and whether there is any homework. Likewise, if you are in class you should be able to tell others about the class and assignments. 
· Do your own work:
I want to see your progress in your own writing. Also, 
I treat plagiarism very seriously, and will closely apply the consequences stated in the Student’s Handbook.
GRADING/ASSESSMENT

The following are the categories I will evaluate and the percentages I will assign to each category. This system will apply to both semesters:

	AREA
	PERCENTAGE

	Contribuciones 
	40%

	Pruebitas
	20%

	Exams (includes essays/projects)
	40%







TOTAL:
       100%
Semester 1:
40%

Semester 2:
40%

Final Exam:

20% (Model UN)
SUPPLIES
For this course you will need:

· A three-ring binder with dividers exclusively for Spanish. 

· Notepaper for binder. 

· An assignment notebook or planner (you can use it for all of your other classes).
· A Spanish-English dictionary or a Spanish/Spanish dictionary (for home-use)
· A small notebook to be used as dictionary
NOTE: All assignments should include your name, the course name, and the date. I expect your assignments to be neat and clear. I will return any work that is presented otherwise, and take one point off on your next unit exam.  
IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER
1. Active oral participation is key in this course since it is the glue that will keep discussions/debates alive.
2. Study and work effectively with other students INSIDE and OUTSIDE of class.

3. Bring material to class that you feel is relevant to our theme.
CONTACT INFORMATION:

I want you to do well in this class and will do my best to help you.  You can contact me at mreko@bosqueschool.org.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions/concerns you may have. In order to serve you more efficiently, please schedule an appointment ahead of time. 
The following are the films we will be watching throughout this course. These films will not be watched in their entirety. The students will watch 20 to 40–minute scenes which will be followed by in-depth discussions. Since these films are based on historical or current events, they will contain some violence, nudity and profanity. While the first and the last may be difficult to avoid, I will not show scenes that contain nudity, since these will add nothing to the content. 

Paloma de Papel depicts the story of a young man who recalls events in his village near Huaraz (Peru) when he was 10 or 12; such events relate mainly to the village’s struggles against guerrilla groups. When one of these groups (Sendero Luminoso) decides to attack the village, Juan (who had been previously spirited away to the guerrillas to learn Marxism and fighting techniques) must make choices that compromise his principles. This movie is not rated, contains some violence and strong language.

Machuca takes place in Santiago de Chile during the government of president Salvador Allende. The head of a prestigious catholic school supports Allende’s views by introducing a program launched to allow free admission to some proletarian kids. One of them is Pedro Machuca, whose mother works as a cleaning lady at Gonzalo Infante’s house. Pedro and Gonzalo become close friends, but their friendship is challenged by the political and social arena they find themselves in. This movie is rated PG13.

Correo de Inocentes is the story of a single mother who, desperate to save her daughter, is thrown into the merciless world of the drug mules. This miniseries is rated R for violence, partial nudity, and some profanity.

La Bestia is a documentary that depicts the migration between Central American countries and Mexico under subhuman conditions, and traveling by what is now known as El tren de la muerte (The Death Train). 

La Pasión de Gabriel depicts the life of a Colombian priest who is passionate about life and obsessed with justice. In his efforts to help his village progress Gabriel fights its inhabitants, the Catholic Church, the guerrillas, the army, and the politicians. This movie is rated R for violence, partial nudity and some profanity.

La Primera Noche is the story of a peasant couple who become refugees. After a tragic incident, they are forced to leave their life behind and face the brutality of a big, unknown, merciless city. This movie is rated R for violence, partial nudity and some profanity.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please share this syllabus with your parents, and have them sign below. Kindly return the section BELOW the dotted line by next class

I have read and understood the content, course objectives, and expectations of Señora Rekow’s Seminario de Español: Asuntos Latinoamericanos class.

Student’s name: 
_____________________________________________

Student’s signature:
_____________________________________________
Parent’s signature:
_____________________________________________
Home phone:  _______________
Parent  e-mail: _____________________






Student e-mail: ______________________
