ESPAÑOL III
Señora Rekow
Bosque School, 2011-2012
Hola y bienvenidos a Español III! I feel happy and honored to have you as my students. I am looking forward to helping all of you improve your Spanish and feel comfortable with the language. Also, I hope you find the experience of learning Spanish engaging, rewarding, and fun! 

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

In Spanish III, the main objectives are to perfect your command of the structures of the language, as well as to communicate with more ease about more complex topics orally and in writing. We will move at a comfortable pace which will allow for plenty of practice. Usage and grammar will be reviewed and practiced through a variety of fun, challenging activities that I am confident will help you boost your proficiency in Spanish. Throughout the year, topics will be introduced through real-life situations/dialogues that will allow each of you to become familiar with the intermediate expressions of the language, as well as to practice topical vocabulary. These situations/dialogues will generally be followed by activities that will extend the use of the structures and functions introduced in ways that will fit different learning styles. I will use a wide range of evaluation techniques to monitor your progress. At the end of this course, my strong hope is for you to walk out feeling that you have had a rewarding learning experience both culturally and linguistically.

CONTENT

In Spanish III we will start with a review of the past tense through interviews, surveys, and other pair and group activities that allow you to practice the linguistic structures in a meaningful way. Subsequently we will focus on refining writing, reading, listening and speaking through a range of engaging topics such as ancestors and origins, families and society, past experiences, art expressions, friendships, Hispanic community and world issues, immigration laws/status, jobs and professions, and interviews. Functions covered include: expressing emotions, giving opinions, giving advice, discussing cultural differences, commenting on various topics, interviewing for a job, and preparing for an interview. New grammar includes:  the conditional, the perfect tenses, the past subjunctive, the past perfect subjunctive, the pluperfect subjunctive, and the future tense. In Spanish III we will not use a textbook as a guide, but a number of textbooks as resources. We will also be using a booklet created by the Spanish 3 teachers that contains the grammar we will study throughout  the year. Our program will revolve around the fascinating topic of immigration. We will study it through discussions, readings and research. In order to enrich this theme we will watch four movies: El Norte, La Ciudad, Maria llena de Gracia, and Bajo la Misma Luna. Also, we will read the book Cajas de Cartón by Francisco Jiménez. I hope the students find these themes as exciting as I do!

EXPECTATIONS

I take my classes and my students very seriously. I like to prepare for my classes thoroughly and invest time in putting together activities and materials that I feel will be fun and interesting for you. I strongly believe that in order for a class to be successful, everybody involved needs to contribute to its well-being. I can not do my work properly if students respond very differently from how I expect. Therefore, just as I am committed to this class and to each one of you, I also expect you to fulfill your duties as a student. Here are the specific expectations I have for my students:



· Arrive on time:
This determines whether or not the class runs smoothly. 

· Be respectful: 
It is very important that you acknowledge your own gifts and 

contributions to the class as well as others’. If you respect yourself, classmates and the teacher, you can contribute to creating an atmosphere that encourages learning and where everybody feels comfortable and safe.

· Commit to class: 
In order for you to have a worthwhile experience and get
something out of the process you need to be attentive in class, do your work in and outside of the classroom, participate in the projects assigned, come prepared to class, and complete homework assignments on time. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what was done in class and whether there is any homework. Likewise, if you are in class you should be able to tell others about the class and assignments. Two points off your next exam will be taken for any homework assignment you miss.
· Do your own work:
I want to see your progress in your own writing. Also, 
I treat plagiarism very seriously, and will closely apply the consequences stated in the Student’s Handbook.
· Use technological devices appropriately:
Stay away from computer translation
programs. It is very easy to detect who uses these kinds of devices. I will give zero for any assignment where such a program was used.

GRADING/ASSESSMENT

The following are the categories I will evaluate and the percentages I will assign to each category. This system will apply to both semesters:

	AREA
	PERCENTAGE

	Oral  
	30%

	Pruebitas
	20%

	Exams (includes essays/projects)
	50%







TOTAL:
       100%
Semester 1:
40%

Semester 2:
40%

Final Exam:

20%

SUPPLIES
For this course you will need:

· Binder for Clase de Español exclusively with 8-10 dividers. 

· Notepaper for binder. 

· Assignment notebook or planner (you can use it for all of your other classes).
· Spanish-English dictionary.

· Red or green ink pens (for homework corrections)

· Several packs of color and white index cards (3x5) 
· Colored poster boards (at least 2) for individual in-class presentations and projects
NOTE: All assignments should include your name, the course name, and the date. I expect your assignments to be neat and clear. I will return any work that is presented otherwise, and take two points off (per incomplete assignment) on your next unit exam. This will also apply to homework that is not turned in on time.  
IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER
1. Active oral participation in class will improve your listening and speaking skills.

2. Study and work effectively with other students INSIDE and OUTSIDE of class.

3. Attend Spanish Lab sessions when necessary. These sessions will be one-on-one, conducted in a low-key environment where you will find one department’s teacher and at least two advanced students. We will all be there to welcome and help you with the topic of your choice. Spanish lab is a valuable tool that is part of your tuition- please use it! In fact, I will reserve the right to require your attendance on a weekly basis should I sense that you are falling a bit behind in class.  
CONTACT INFORMATION:

I want you to do well in this class and will do my best to help you.  You can contact me at maria.rekow@bosqueschool.org.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions/concerns you may have. In order to serve you more efficiently, please schedule an appointment ahead of time. 
The following are the films we will be watching throughout this course. 

El Norte is a realistic picture of both the Guatemalan government's oppression of the Quiche Indians and the hard life of undocumented immigrants in the United States. After the Guatemalan army destroys their village of San Pedro, two teenage Quiche Mayan Indian siblings journey north (hence El Norte) through Mexico to the United States to start a new life. As they journey through Mexico, the siblings encounter a number of helpful individuals who direct them towards the U.S./Mexican border. There they find a "coyote" (a professional human smuggler) and make the frightening run across border. Once across, Enrique and Rosa are introduced to the impossible realities of life as undocumented immigrants in Los Angeles. Living in constant fear of deportation, they struggle to survive as they are exploited by a series of employers. This movie is rated R for violence and some strong language.

La Ciudad features four different stories that depict the struggles and hopes of a group of new Latin American Immigrants facing the harsh realities of urban America. The first is the story of a group of men hired for work in an abandoned building who are left stranded in the face of tragedy; the second is the story of a young man arriving from Mexico who falls in love with a girl from his home village, only to lose her in the intimidating urban wilderness; the third is the story of a puppeteer living homeless with his daughter who dreams that she’ll one day learn to read. However, she is unable to make his simple dream a reality; and the fourth is the story of a seamstress, desperate to send money home to help her sick child. She is trapped working in a sweatshop, eventually rebelling against her employers.     This movie is unrated. It contains mild violence and some profanity.

Maria, Llena de Gracia is the story of Maria, a bright, spirited 17-year old who lives with three generations of her family in a cramped house in rural Colombia. Desperate to leave her job at a rose plantation, Maria accepts a lucrative offer to transport packets of heroin (which she must swallow) to the United States. The ruthless world of drug trafficking proves to be more than Maria bargained for as she becomes ultimately tangled up with both drug cartels and immigration officials. This movie is rated R for drug content and language.  

Bajo la Misma Luna is a tribute to the special bond between a mother and a son.  This bond gives hope to Carlitos, a nine-year-old boy, whose mother, Rosario, has gone alone to America to build a better life for both of them. While Rosario struggles for a brighter future, fate forces Carlitos to embark on an extraordinary journey to find her. This movie is rated PG13 for some mature thematic elements.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please read the material above, fill out the form below the dotted line, and return it to Señora Rekow no later than Monday, August 22, 2011. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

¡Muchas gracias!

I have read and understood the contents of this packet and permission forms.

_____________________________________
_______________________________
Parent name (print)




Parent signature

____________________________________
_______________________________
Student name (print)




Student signature

____________________________________
__________________________________

Phone 






Parent e-mail

____________________________________
Date

