Junior Thesis 2010-2011
This is an opportunity to do original research about a topic of you choice pertaining to US History. Before you freak out this is a year long process, I don’t expect you to write a 10+ page paper over night. The other important thing to remember is that it is a learning process to prepare you for your senior thesis, and beyond… (meaning college). We will spend time throughout the year working on this including two research days here in out Ford Library and then one research day at Zimmerman Library at UNM.
Assignments (For due dates consult your calendar)
· Idea / class discussion

· Ok so where do you start, what interests you, flip through your text book, watch the history channel, talk with you parents, etc, the skies the limit (just not modern topic i.e. since you were born, unless you are tying it to a thing of the past)

· Proposed Thesis + outline of intended paper + early bibliography in correct MLA (due early November)

· 1st draft 7-8pgs  + outline of intended paper (due before winter break)

· See below for expectations and rubric

· Peer review of 1st draft (mid January)

· Final draft 10 pages + updated outline of intended paper (due end of march)

· See below for expectations and rubric

· You know my late policy. As a member of two sports and band when I was in high school, and a D1 athlete in college I know you have busy outside lives, look at schedules and PLAN AHEAD, its an important skill to master for college and your adult life. If you are in a sports tournament, the fall/spring plays, family trips, etc learn to plan your work around them.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JTP ASSIGNMENTS:

Proposed Thesis, bibliography, and outline of future paper plans:

1. Thesis: I would like to see what you have as a thesis, it probably won’t be perfect yet but give it a try. I would suggest attempting to make an opening paragraph as it will help you work into the ideas. 

2. Outline: in proper outline format layout what you think your paper will be. This let me see your plans so I can help make suggestion, find problem areas, etc. if you don’t know how to do a proper outline please see me

3. Bibliography: in correct MLA give me your bibliography at this point (I expect you to have at least 5 sources by now) To help you evaluate your sources also include this for each source:

a. Is it a primary or secondary source (ideally I’d like you to have around ½ & ½. This is b/c you need to get at the core of the info – the primary. Then you also have to see what other academics have written on your subject as you make your argument)

b. Author & Point of View: who are they, why are they a good source and what bias might they have

c. Time: when was it written? The same year as the event it discusses? 5yrs later, 10? This will help you determine the accuracy of the source

d. Thesis: what is the main argument of this source

Example: 

Berkin, Carol. A Brilliant Solution: Inventing the American Constitution. New York: Mariner Books, 2003. Print.

a. Secondary source

b. Author – Carol Berkin is a Presidential Professor American Colonial and Revolutionary History at the Weissman School of arts and sciences – so she has good credentials. Point of view – she has been educated in the US, and is a US citizen, so that could be a bias
c. Time – written in modern times – 2003, so she is over 200 yrs removed from the event, and is able to look at it and all different side – for better or worse
d. Thesis – she explores all the reasons people came to the convention, their biases, the arguments, and the final product. These were real people with real desires and dislikes – not “ideal perfect, founding fathers.” 
Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. New York: Yale University Press, 2001. Print.

a. Primary source – written by Douglass himself

b. Author – Frederick Douglass. Point of View: as a slave would have a bias about abolitionists, slave owners, etc that would be unique to a black man at the time who had to fight for his education, freedom, and life.

c. Time – was written originally in 1845. Thus he is right in the thick of things – it is 15 yrs before the civil war, so he has seen life before and after the abolition of slavery and the civil war. 

d. Thesis – he is telling the story of his life – the good, bad, and the struggle. He sees education as the path to his freedom. 

Note how the biblio is still in MLA format and ABC order 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. First draft 5 + pages AND updated outline of the whole paper:
What I expect to see (you need to have these):

· Updated Thesis 

· Outline - this functions to show you what your plans are, and more importantly me, so I can really see your plans are and how these pages fit into your future plans
· At least 5+ pages of good writing - please don’t be shady on spacing, its obvious – 12 pt font, double spacing, regular margins, no need to put that weird extra space between letters….
· a bibliography – as juniors your MLA should be near perfect by now

· Proof read – you are a junior, I should not be fixing lots of grammar and spelling (just a hint spell check does not catch all)
What I would like to see:

· Introduction: This should introduce your thesis and situate your inquiry within the broader conversation (ideally you will do this in some interesting way, but that can come in your next draft)

· Argument: The body of your paper should consist of your main points and your evidence in support of them. Evidence must be cited using MLA format. Where it is helpful to you, you may want to include subheadings to differentiate the sections of your paper. [Note: At this point, it is ok if there are some gaps in your support, but the overall structure of your argument should be clear.]

· Conclusion: if you reach this point, This should summarize your argument or close your discussion meaningfully

Rubric: 
· A: You have generated a lot of “good stuff”—5+ pages of material that exhibits a clear working thesis, a sense that your ideas are gaining direction, and evidence that you’ve read and thought deeply about your topic. You have all of “what I expect to see” if your MLA is a mess you can’t get more than a 90%
· B: You’ve accomplished some of the items for an A, but not all.

· C: It’s clear that you’ve been reading and thinking about your topic, but nothing is coming together for you yet. You still don’t seem to know where your argument is headed. 

· D/F: You haven’t done enough research yet, or you really don’t seem to have any idea what your paper is going to be about. It’s time to panic now. Either of these grades indicates that you aren’t where you should be by this point in the year. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. Peer Review: info and rubric in class

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. Final Draft 
What I expect to see:

· A well written and researched paper

· Thesis

· Bibliography 

· Proofread!!

· At least 10 pages – please don’t be shady on spacing, its obvious – 12 pt font, double spacing, regular margins, no need to put that weird extra space between letters….
Assessment

· Quality of argument: For your final draft, your argument should be complete, well documented, effectively organized, and thorough. We should see that you have read deeply in your subject and understand the complexities of the issue you are discussing. 

· Responding to Feedback: This draft should indicate that you have understood and addressed the primary issues raised in the feedback you received in your defense.  

· MLA format: We want to see accurate use of MLA format in all areas, including in-text citations, the Works Cited page, and the overall presentation of your document (title, font size, margins, page numbers, stapled). 

· Quality of language: This draft should be well written. It should be obvious to us that you have not only proofread carefully, but made deliberate choices about the effectiveness of the words you’ve used.  

Rubric: 

· A: An A essay will have a strong thesis supported with ample evidence presented in a well organized manner. It will acknowledge and deal with objections to the argument, and be based in solid research, using a variety of sources. It will respond to major issues raised by your readers. An A essay will also use MLA format accurately throughout the paper and include a thorough Works Cited page (no A if MLA is not correct). The language should be clear and easy to follow. This final draft should be largely free of grammar and typographical errors, and it should be stapled. 

· B: A B essay will include some elements of an A essay and some elements of a C essay.

· C: A C essay succeeds in making an argument, although there are few moments of greatness. This essay may not be organized effectively, or perhaps the evidence isn’t as strong as it could be, or the argument itself is simplistic and not terribly well informed. A C essay adequately meets most of the requirements of the assignment, but does so at a minimal level.

· D: This essay has substantial problems. It may fail to make an argument all together, or it makes an argument, but displays substantial problems. Maybe the evidence is weak or the argument is too disorganized to follow, or support comes from too few sources. The opposing view is not given adequate attention, and the reader has a sense that you don’t have a very clear understanding of the issues involved in your topic. Feedback has been virtually ignored and few solid, constructive changes have been made to the paper. MLA guidelines are attended to spottily if at all. The language is unclear and difficult to follow. 

MLA
You need a mixture of sources, books, magazines, and online journals, and internet.

Look at the internet sources, Wikipedia and/or “Jim Bob’s amazing history site” are not academic sources you cannot use them
In Text:  
“blah blah blah blah blah blah blah”(Author pg#).


blah blah blah blah blah blah blah (Author pg#).
Here are some MLA Bibliography examples, for more reference the MLA books in the Ford Library. Or check out the Purdue Owl website, a great resource -  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
Book:

Okuda, Michael, and Denise Okuda. Star Trek Chronology: The History  of the Future. New York: Pocket, 1993. Print.
Journal Article

Wilcox, Rhonda V. "Shifting Roles and Synthetic Women in Star Trek: The Next Generation." Studies in Popular Culture 13.2 (1991): 53-65. Print.
Newspaper or Magazine Article

Di Rado, Alicia. "Trekking through College: Classes Explore Modern Society Using the World of Star Trek." Los Angeles Times 15 Mar. 1995: A3. Print.
Book Article or Chapter

James, Nancy E. "Two Sides of Paradise: The Eden Myth According to Kirk and Spock." Spectrum of the Fantastic. Ed. Donald Palumbo. Westport: Greenwood, 1988. 219-223. Print.
Encyclopedia Article   (well known reference books)

Sturgeon, Theodore. "Science Fiction." The Encyclopedia Americana. International ed. 1995. Print.
Encyclopedia Article   (less familiar reference books)

Horn, Maurice. "Flash Gordon." The World Encyclopedia of Comics.Ed. Maurice Horn. 2 vols. New York: Chelsea, 1976. Print.
Website

Lynch, Tim. "DSN Trials and Tribble-ations Review." Psi Phi: Bradley's Science Fiction Club. 1996. Bradley University. 8 Oct. 1997 <http://www.bradley.edu/campusorg/psiphi/ DS9/ep/503r.html>. Web.


Newspaper or Magazine Article on the Internet

Andreadis, Athena. "The Enterprise Finds Twin Earths Everywhere It Goes, But Future Colonizers of Distant Planets Won't Be So Lucky."  Astronomy Jan. 1999: 64 . Academic Universe. Lexis-Nexis. B. Davis Schwartz Memorial Lib., Brookville, NY. 7 Feb. 1999 <http://  web.lexis-nexis.com/universe>. Web.
· Here is an example of In text citations and the Bibliography using a paper from a previous Junior thesis.  

· NOTE: You use a citation whenever it is not your ideas, even if it is not a quote!

· NOTE: if it is not a website you need a page #, even if its not a direct quote


In the United States of America, many different types of power exist. They occur in a variety of forms, including on a local, state, or national level. Some of these powers may be weaker than others, and some of these capacities with more influence. One of them, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, is widely known by Americans, but an air of mystery still exists. As the FBI developed, they became increasingly interested in the threats within the United States. Current FBI Director Robert Mueller said, “‘The FBI was focused excessively on what was happening in the United States’” (FBI Quote 1). Former Director J. Edgar Hoover asked for the life of his agents just as he had put his entire existence into the Bureau (DeLoach 11). With the creation of the FBI and the appointment of J. Edgar Hoover, an all powerful and corrupt entity was created in the United States with a man heading it who knew and saw everything, which was incredibly detrimental and harmful because it created people’s mistrust of the government. 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation was born through many different needs of the Justice Department. The Department would repeatedly have to ask the Secret Service to loan them out investigators, as they did not have any of their own. Appropriations Committee chairman James Tawney argued that this was allowing all bureaus to have their own form of a secret service. His concern over the issue diminished until, two years later in 1908, Attorney General Charles Bonaparte argued that they create another force because the loaning was becoming troublesome. The Sundry Civil Appropriation Bill was later passed making the practice of loaning investigators illegal, and Bonaparte began to put together his own force together. In 1909, the new Attorney General George Wickersham announced the formal arrangement of the Bureau of Investigation, not yet the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Over the following years, Congress gave them more power and added to their numbers (Fox).


The day the Bureau names as their birth is July 26, 1908, when the Special Agents were ordered to report to Chief Examiner Stanley W. Finch. The new agency had power over federal crimes, those that crossed over state lines, or those that took place on federal reservation land. But when the Bureau first started, existing federal crimes were few. Their primary roles were investigating infringements of national banking, bankruptcy, naturalization, antitrust, peonage, and land fraud (History of the FBI). 



In June of 1910,the Bureau’s power was expanded. The Mann Act went into effect making it illegal to transfer women over state borders for unethical reasons. This made it legal for the Bureau to inquire into felons who sidestepped state laws, but didn’t have any federal infringements. As the number of Special Agents increased, and we entered World War I, their jurisdiction was increased yet again. They secured rule over the Sabotage, Espionage, and Selective Service Acts, and assisted the Department of Labor in prosecuting enemy aliens. After WWI ended, the Bureau went back to its previous duties. As years went by, Special Agents had to get creative in order to stay within their allotted powers. But when Assistant Director J. Edgar Hoover took over the agency on May 10, 1924, the Bureau would start to grow, and the public would become more aware of its activities (History of the FBI). 


After J. Edgar Hoover received a Bachelor of Law degree in 1916 from George Washington University (Powers 40), he acquired a job at the Department of Justice (Powers 41). As WWI began, Hoover became part of the Alien Enemy Bureau (Powers 51). 
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NOTE:  ABC order and Indents! 

(if you can’t figure out indents ask me, I will mark off for those)
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