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In this course, we will explore the history of the United States from the colonial period through the 20th century.  During this exploration, we will look at the most significant events and episodes in American history from a variety of perspectives.  Much of this course will look at American history through the eyes of those who lived it, therefore we will usually emphasize a primary source approach to the study of our country’s past.  The three crucial questions that will serve as a guide for the course are:

· What is an American? 
· How have Americans lived up to their ideals of protecting liberty and promoting equality?

· What role has America played in the world?

Course objectives

· Describe and explain the most significant events, forces, and people that have shaped the history of the United States and define us as Americans.

· Using historical evidence from United States history, be able to make reasoned judgments about how the events, forces, and people affected American political, social, cultural, and economic institutions.

· Understand the trends and patterns in American history that help us better understand our current society and ourselves.

· Recognize and appreciate historical episodes from a variety of perspectives, therefore developing historical empathy for historical actors who confronted conditions and situations distinct from our own.

History Skills to Develop

· think chronologically, specifically being able to relate “facts” or information to other “facts” and information

· comprehend historical concepts, ideas, and issues 

· analyze and interpret events and people, drawing conclusions about their importance

· understand how to read several different documents and then summarize and synthesize that information

· conduct historical research and present that research in an original form

Class Texts:

Franklin Folsom, The Pueblo Revolt of 1680
Carol Berkin, A Brilliant Solution: Inventing the American Constitution
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave (1845)

Martin Luther King Jr., Why We Can’t Wait, (1963)

Original source reading packet (don’t loose!). For all Original Source Homework readings think about these questions:
· Date and/or time period / Author, title?

· What type of document?
· Mark places where you are confused, or vocab you do not understand
· Use text to support your arguments 
· Think how it ties to the class notes and the other readings

Assessment:

Grading Scale: The Standard system: 90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, and 0-59=F

Class Grade will be made up of:

· 45% = In-class assignments, Essays, and Junior Thesis assignments 

· 55% = Tests and Quizzes

Content:
Fall Semester





Spring Semester
Beginnings and the Colonial Time 



Settling of the West
American Revolution and the Constitution 


Gilded Age/ Progressive Age / Industrialization

First Presidents (Washington to Jackson) 


Imperialism

Manifest Destiny 





World War I

Events leading to the Civil War (Van Buren to Buchanan) 
The Twenties & The Great Depression

Civil War/Reconstruction 




World War II








Cold War (Korean and Vietnam Wars)

Civil Rights

Class Policies

1. Class attendance: 
a. Attendance is critical; if you know of a planned absence, please see me BEFORE the due date of your absence.  Usually, work in class cannot be replicated outside of class, but if you must be absent you will be required to talk with a classmate and/or me about what you missed.  You will also need to copy any notes from another classmate that you missed.  
b. Missed work will be expected to be turned in the next class after you have returned to school. Remember it is your job not mine to check if you are missing anything. Also I played sports and was in the band throughout school, so I understand sports and other extra-curricular activities will take you from class, but remember you need to see beforehand what you’ll miss, and make it up. 

c. You will always know what you will miss / have missed, because of the class calendars I give you, and if you loose them they are on my website, which is accessed through the faculty page on the Bosque website. (Also I post them on the class door, and white board in class). 
2. Late Work: 
a. Assignments must be turned in on the day they are due in class, when I collect them. Thus if you have class 1st block, and you turn in the assignment during activity block it’s late. Or, if I collect it at the beginning of class and you turn it in at the end of class, it’s late.  
b. Late assignments will be accepted, but for each late day 5% will be subtracted from the grade you earned on the assignment. This does include the weekend. So if an assignment is due on Friday and it’s turned in on Monday, that is three days late. 
c. Computer problems are not a legitimate excuse for not completing homework on time.  
i. Make sure you save your work to the hard drive as well as to another source and print a copy as a back up. (Mac users, like me, know that there are issues sometimes getting your documents off a school PC, so plan ahead)

ii. If you email me an assignment, I will respond that I got it, if I don’t respond, then I didn’t get it

iii. Of course, some problems can’t be avoided and I will consider the exceptional cases accordingly. (These would include major issues like my family had to leave town b/c of a funeral, not I had a soccer tournament all weekend).
3. Organization: It is suggested, but not required, that each student keep a neat and organized notebook of all class notes, assignments, handout activities, and readings. This notebook serves three purposes: it will store returned assignments in case verification for my grade book is needed (I do make mistakes); it will improve a students chances for success by keeping him/her organized; and it will facilitate review for exams.

4. Preparedness for Class: come prepared with what you need, consult the calendar to make sure you are prepared and have all necessary items (i.e. books, notes, paper, pens, etc) And especially the Blue Book, b/c we often use it in class
5. Extra credit: There will be no special extra credit given to individual students. Occasionally there will be extra credit opportunities available to the whole class. See my website for the extra credit movies
6. Cell Phones and Electronic Devices: Cell phones and electronic devices should be turned off and put away during class period per the school rules. If I see a cell phone out during a test, the test will be taken away and the student will receive a zero.
7. Check out my website, its sweet and will help you
8. Class environment….
Bosque Academic Integrity

Bosque School is a learning community dedicated to fostering intellectual growth and development and a sense of responsibility in each child.  For students, academic integrity means that they are absolutely honest in their intellectual efforts.  Violations of academic integrity, in any form, are, therefore, contrary to the values of Bosque School and detrimental to the students’ own development as young scholars and responsible members of this community.  

Upper School consequence: If a student is not honest in his or her academic efforts, the student will serve a one-day in-school detention and fail the assignment or exam.  Depending on the circumstances of the incident, other consequences may be imposed.  Any subsequent example of academic dishonesty will result in a more severe penalty and may result in dismissal.
One specific requirement of the honor code, which is set forth in some detail here because of its significance, is academic integrity, which requires each student to use only his or her work unless proper citations are made or the teacher is fully aware of a collaborative effort. The following are examples, not an exhaustive list, of violations of this requirement:

1. Plagiarism, which is the unacknowledged use of another's words or ideas, whether spoken, written, or computer generated.

· If another's words are used, they must be enclosed in quotation marks and the source of those words must be given.

· It is not enough to change the words of a source; credit must be given for the ideas obtained from any source.

· Sources that must be credited are not simply published works but any other person or any other person's works.

2. Using unauthorized notes or other aids in a test, or copying from or being influenced by another student's work during a test.

3. Giving unauthorized aid to another student, such as allowing another student to copy or use one's test, paper, or homework.

4. Use of help on homework or a take-home test that is beyond the limits specified by the teacher.

5. Submitting the same work for credit to more than one teacher unless both teachers give their permission.

(Taken from the Bosque School Student Handbook, p. 11-12)

Specific Requirements for this Course

Collaboration:  In this class, you are permitted to study in groups to prepare for quizzes and tests so long as the resulting assessment demonstrates your individual mastery of the concepts and skills tested.

Group work:  In 11th grade history, you might occasionally work in groups in class and for designated ‘group projects.’  However, each student is expected to prepare his or her own work.  

Homework:  All homework assignments are to be completed independently.  Giving or receiving unauthorized assistance on assignments is considered cheating.

Written Work: In this class, plagiarism includes submitting as your own work any material (words, ideas, information, evidence, etc.) that was produced by someone else, or directly derived from someone else’s work (i.e. paraphrasing, quoting part of a work, changing wording, etc.).  The purchase of papers, projects, etc. is also considered plagiarism.  In 11th grade we will focus on learning how to cite sources properly.

Reading the Texts:  We will be studying some challenging documents and readings in 11th grade history and we will do our best to make sense of them in class.  It is important to note that students are expected struggle with these texts to arrive at their own conclusions about their meaning and significance, and so the use of Cliff Notes, Spark Notes, or other unauthorized reading aids, notes, and summaries is considered academic dishonesty.

Violations may result in the failure of the assignment, failure of the course, and/or additional disciplinary actions.  Please refer to your Student Handbook.

If you have questions regarding any matter relating to the standards of academic integrity in this course or on a given assignment, you should talk with me prior to doing any work.
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