Parent Letter for the Week of August 16, 2011
Dear Parents of Fifth Graders,

My name is Anne Strader.  I met many of you at registration and I am very excited to have the opportunity to get to know your child this year.  I am an experienced National Board Certified 5th grade teacher having taught two years at Bandelier Elementary at the beginning of my career and one year at Pajarito Elementary.  This is my ninth year teaching 5th grade at Monte Vista.  In between teaching at Bandelier and Pajarito, I lived in Venezuela for the three years.  While there, I taught 4th grade at an American international school.
I am currently a student myself as I am getting my master’s degree in history from an online university.  I am taking one class at a time, but right now I am in a very challenging and time-consuming class, so I may have some absences related to my studies.  Hopefully the next class, which begins in October, will be less time consuming.  
It is my goal this year that your child has the chance to grow and learn in this last year of elementary school.  Fifth grade is a very exciting year.  We will do many projects and have lots of fun, but we will also focus on organization skills and preparing for middle school.  I believe that preparing the students to go to sixth grade is one of the most important jobs I do for fifth graders.  I expect that the students will work hard, keep up with their homework, contribute to the class in a meaningful way and have a positive attitude.  They will learn to be more independent and to take responsibility for their actions and their work.  

I hope you will join me in providing your child with the best possible education possible.  I believe that a child’s success depends on the teacher, the parent and the child working together.  

You can expect a letter from me each Monday outlining the week’s assignments and projects.  The letter is intended to let you know what is happening in the classroom.  While the letter will be an overview of the week, your child will be responsible for keeping track of due dates for all assignments in this/her agenda.  I expect the Monday Letter to be signed by an adult in the house and sent back the next day.  The Monday Letter will also be posted on the website, so if a copy is lost, it can be downloaded and signed.  The Monday Letter serves two purposes; first to keep the family connected to the classroom and second to help teach kids about responsibility of turning in something on time.   

I’m ready for an awesome year!  If you have any questions for me, please call the school at 268-3520 and I will return your call as soon as possible.  I also find it very easy to communicate with parents via email.  Please email me at strader@aps.edu.  

Thank you.

Anne Strader

Please read, sign and return on August 17, 2011.  (You can keep the top part.  Just return this portion.)

Student’s name_____________________________________________________

Parent’s signature ___________________________________________________

Parent Information:
STUDENT’S NAME _________________________

It is helpful for me to gather information about my students’ parents for upcoming projects and events.  I value your interests and expertise, and encourage you to share your talents with us.  Please complete the form below and return it to school as soon as possible.

Parent’s name _____________________________________________________

Phone ______________________ Cell # _______________________________

Parent’s name _____________________________________________________

Phone ______________________ Cell #_______________________________

Please write below any areas of interest (if any) you might like to share with the class. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent profession_______________________________________ 

Parent profession _______________________________________

***I will be looking for lawyers to help with Constitution Day.   Name _____________________________

Name___________________________________

I am looking for a classroom parent (or two) to share the job.  Please mark if you are interested in the job.

Class Parent   Yes     No   (will help with parties, PTA activities, etc,)

As many of you know we are not allowed to take field trips unless the parent drivers are finger printed with APS (other types of fingerprinting don’t count for this).  I would like to know how many parents are already fingerprinted, so I can plan field trips accordingly.  If you are interested in getting fingerprinted please call the Monte Vista office for more information.  

____ Yes, I am fingerprinted with APS   Name __________________________________

I find it very easy to communicate with parents via email.  If you have an email address where I could write to you, please list it below.

Parent’s name ____________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________

Parent’s name_____________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________

I will also publish a class phone list.  If you would like your child’s name and phone number to appear on the list, please fill out the information below. If you don’t want your child on the list, please leave it blank.

Student’s name/phone number(s) ________________________________________________

